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Organizing Premonitions: Concerning the Exhibition
“Yves Tanguy et objets d’Amérique” (1927)
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7 Abstract N

This paper aims to consider the exhibition “Yves Tangy and the American Objects” held at the Surrealist Gal-

lery (Paris) in 1927. As Jennifer Mundy pointed out (1983), the titles of exhibited Tanguy’s works were taken

from Charles Richet’s “Traité de métapsychique,”, which gave the exhibition a disturbing atmosphere of death.

American objects exhibited at the same time also shared the problem of death, as indicated by Paul Eluard’s pref-
ace.

The point is not, however, death as a subject but death as a function. All Tanguy’s exhibited works have a com-
mon title, “When They Shoot me.” The original text in “Traité de métapsychique” is: “When they shoot me, I will
appear in your cell to prove the immortality of the soul”; in other words, this title has a magical function that
allows for the dead to return. Furthermore, considering that the exhibition was held at midnight, it can be under-
stood that one of the models of this exhibition is a spiritism session; in fact, American objects functioned at
ceremonies of sacrifice and of funeral were a kind of tool for this seance.

This exhibition, however, was not a a spiritism session in its original sense because surrealism denied the exis-
tence of spirits. Rather, it was an attempt to expect and encourage something to happen by organizing a disturbing
premonition of death.

Behind this is the Nadja experience by Breton. In his preface, Breton considered the relationship between “what
you can understand (because you have seen it)” and “what you can’t understand (because you have never seen it)”
as an important problem of surrealism. Tanguy’s works and American objects belong to the latter category; there-
fore, something must happen that changes incomprehensible to understandable, as Nadja did at Breton’s
apartment. This exhibition was an attempt to invite something that would encourage this change by organizing a

disturbing premonition of death.
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leurs couloirs géants, des papillons impossibles qui
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mille marches, — a égale distance de ces villes et d’une
«Ys» dont il aurait retrouvé la clé, se faisant place

une nuit dans les jardins de coraux, fantome trainant
des chaines de perles et s'éclairant d’un siphonophore,
Yves Tanguy nous propose aujourd’hui de le rejoindre
en un lieu quil a vraiment découvert. Découvert
comme tout ce quon découvre, comme le Phénix pour
peu qu'il porte en soi le secret de ses cendres. Il faut
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dailleurs avoir dépendu. Les Iroquois n’eurent qu'une
divinité : le réve. Ils lui obéirent strictement. Pris aux 5
piéges de la nuit, la méme lumiére toujours les baigna. ¢ Z i
HOMMES PROPREMENT DITS, TROIS FOIS HOM- 3 : " Z
MES, leur existence s'accordait a leurs réves. Le moin-
dre manquement a cette vie réelle devait causer leur
mort. Leur destinée avait les yeux fermés. Et les voici
aux prises avec tous les cauchemars, vaincus, liveés a
toutes les terreurs, i tous les maitres animaux et
sublimes de Pangoisse humaine. Le frére de 'homme
est un monstre qui Pempéche de s'apitoyer sur lui-
méme, qui en fait une citadelle déserte et imprenable.
L’amour, on en a tant dit, mais on a complétement
oublié son visage et ses baisers sont des lames si
froides et si minces que la chair n’en est pas corrom-
pue et ne peut plus entrevoir sa fin. L'extase, mais
dans quelle trame de chevelures magiques, avec com-
bien d’escaliers a descendre, le cceur plus lourd que
le corps.

Vacance de I'homme, délivré de ces deux sens :
le parler et le rire.

Paul ELUARD.
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BiAA X 7z 1920 SEARICIE. ZOEPIHER DI OO H 5728, 2L AlEvY - LABBAFFOHET 7Y
A OINT VIROIRE AN S ¥ 2 EEAER (REH) (1926 ) 13¥ 2 0L 7)) 2 ADKFAEMANDOB L 2R
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Richet (1922), p.447.

Richet (1922), p.339.

Richet (1922), pp.397-398.

Richet (1922), p.382.

VahLTIVALETYIF 4T 7= FOBRIIOWTIRUTIZEL 25T 5, BRTFE [[WEOML] & [T
Vx] O=Z0FREKST] #k - FHE (2000). 432-454 H, ZOFEICHTIEEE 40 LTRUT 25 5. Sur-
réalisme et arts primitifs: Un air de famille, Fondation Pierre Arnaud, Hatzje Cantz, Ostfildern, 2014.
ey ZORMEIZEEL MU T2, AKTE [ - LA —BXOHEA] ZJotk. 2018 4, 306-322 H.
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AT TN AZNTIRAELS, A7 =77 A ) B RKEORHAMCELEHFE -2 L3 LA TS,
[Yanv 7y z2sdiag] @EFe6S (19264-3 H) 12k, A2 7=27 (A5%Y7) DZa—AX LV TS
BOREBOEE, $£7%5 (HAFE6H) I3=2—7)F VEOELOEE, $9-10%5 (1927410 H) 12X
A AFVIAONFFOBENZRZIHA XN TS, BCiihz X 512, 192643 HIcidy 2L
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LTI LT0EY, $24 7Y 2 ORBENY 2L L 7Y 2 A1 B W THIERALS 5 013 1930 ko 2 &
A, BASEE NERL TS L1 ZOIRICBOTERBZEROF 7Y 2 DA R I E 2 i3k
Vo ZRTLRVIZEBRY 4 VT 7 ORI (194548 A) &8 ART® RBEEHIZEOY 2
ALT Y ZALDMERE LTREL, K% DEHRNZER] (19574, Y x o - - Lo Y 0t ¥k
FET 5,

Uy o) —X - vrzow—=Ur Yy Fa itk A4 I h AR LEBAXEI 4 - TEY
S B ST S KBS A LRI BV THRA 2D L, Y2 kLT ) 2 A1RZ N6 % 7 Ok
BICBOTIEA TV S, D 0. 2ORLIN. Bl (SN MEETH 5. OB (1Y - 2 ¥—L
TAVADF TV ] BIZEWEHEINS 5, BESI 2 IZfEhzT72 2 [HOKRBEIZ] 20T, ©
)27 =IO L HITBRT N5,

»B5ANEPEAES NS EdhUE, TR AR B0 EohmTchdhsice Xk, AL OEMEDHRT
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ErH3ER [Ho6DA X =VIPETAIET S| nEELS->Tdnidan, [HEDA4 X =2l ¥ T
WiEd 2| E5IRNEEDE, 26T 2T AT HEE, EROHTE, TRL 7-2&M-b 0887254280
BOIVY HIEGTEHLEELCLTWAEDTHD, HECHUAD OGN, Z2Zr6FRL TR LN E
FEBICHERE LT 721 5103, FRES X L8O A 2 — D TR A= L, XT3 AR50 5600 H
U 720 OIS % Al 5 7=, MU FERE L RO aom o F 417 % FEROMEA SRICEROEE £ L=,
BIERmNH B MR TR Rk SN A L 572 L, Zfi, F£H. REWOEGZDED, Kb
OB, TR B, BTOEEN., LRRPMOBENVELIZIED D 2 50 577, ARBRIMOGE LTS, &
UL, ARZILAZ R, N TH D, W, FEORE &R L EORMET, KL ZHoBas%k5 .,
BOI, B0 E G IIOE—FETH 20, 2223 2T 227 AN HE > T2k 51
Bbhd, 102 x A7 —20M Uk o7, BThs, 6132 ITRAGIZHE -2, KD

@8  La révolution surréaliste, no.6, Paris, mars 1926, p.4; no.7, Paris, juin 1926, p.16; n0s.9-10, Paris, octobre 1927, p.34.

@9  Ne visitez pas I’Exposition Coloniale, mai 1931; Premier bilan de I’Exposition Coloniale, 3 juillet 1931, reprinted in: José Pierre
(ed.), Tracts surréalistes et déclarations collectives 1922-1939,t.1: 1922-1939, Eric Losfled, Paris, 1980, unpagenated.

B0 Sculptures d’Afiique, d’Amérique, d’Océanie: Collection André Breton et Paul Eluard, Vente a 1’'Hotel Drouot, Paris, 2-3 juillet
1931.

@) EAERTEER

(2 ZOMEIZEL TIUTE2E, $RMEE [[FY - I—-27 - Ty o] — TN VEKRE - A VT4 7 VOHENIC
Bl 25# . #k - HE (2000). 290-303 H.

3  André Breton avec collaboration de Gérard Legrand, L art magique, Club frangais du livre, Paris, 1957, reprinted in: Breton (OC),
t.4, Gallimard, Paris, 2008, pp.47-289. (7 ¥ FL - Z)L bt V3, BAB-IENFR [HEMAIEM] (% &) . w2 srtt,
2002 )

B4 Jaqueline Chénieux-Gendron, Le surréalisme, Presses universitaires de France, Paris, 1984, p.32. (Y ¥ 27V =X + ¥ 2 =Y —=

Uy v PurE, SRR, BASFZIR [V a7 A AXER. 1997 45, 46 H),
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ZH A IR S N FERHOER, ESba R b 7 b ) 2 TOBIE, RO T & H 5 HERPEEX
CBOTEBICEEEL TR BE I NZ 8D TH 5, TAIC~Y V7 4 DRO XS &isHiIL. 20 AL
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O, ZTNEEBLELUHDONITH S, ZOMU >R MELEL Y, [KH] I3 —vayibns7z, Wi#H
ERET AL ORO KA Z X BT NBDTH5, VD [ORFEMR] »oEIRI N5 v
F—EMD L A4 PR, WEEBLAECDT 5, AR T2EHFIGENEZEDOTHD, I—ays5A
2 oTd 4 as x4 EIZE > TEREELAEKREH D, BIEL ZWEDY vy —< v EDTHH, ZLTE
i, & 5W3 L. ABOHCANDKE L, HOOWHIZH 5L DNDEKWE L OFEERBT 5L Dk
DTH 5%,

LA [AT -2V X—ET7AV DTV x| BIZBWT, A VE—DERET A DX T AN
DFEDIE, FE (HBNFERLH) L) FETIE AL, FED S BIHERETIZ AV,

4, FIvDWE
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BE2E, 2VF—DERET A IDOF TV 2 EBMLUTHICEODIAREATIREMBL, ZOZLi2koT

(9 Paul Eluard, “D’un véritable continent,” in: Tanguy (1927), unpagenated.

86 Mundy (1983), p.210.

7  André Breton, “Entrée des médiums” in: Littérature: Nouvelle série, no.6, Paris, novembre 1922, pp.1-2, reprinted in: Breton (OC),
t1,pp274. (7Y FL - 70 b V3, BOBILER TRIEOBG] [7 2 FL - 70 b vk 6] ASCERL. 1974 45, 129-138 H)
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BYR—LTANV DA TV 2| BOWEIZ, T UH [FY ] 19288z L thkEind 52 & %
e L 720,

[Fov] & PV AR LEMEDSHIATNEELEKRBEO N F 2 XY N ThbH, TLb YR FV v &
Bo7=DIF 1926 410 A, F ¥ ¥ BERAMNTRFE R IK S N=DOHh B 1927F5H14H, [4 ¥ 2 F—
ETANHIDOF TV | BIESH20 H2SRlfES . T2 [FVv] OBMEEZIILD-DOH 8 HEHE
EhTna® S5F0) (A 2YE—L7A)HADOF TV 2] BEOKM, 7L iz &I2F Y v OO
e/ AR

F-EABEER (Y] OF—T—-FD—2L LT [BWhH723 [(reconnaitre) | £ WWIFEEZEITFT TS
Bz [H#ET 2] [2hebhd] CLERTIEDTEBZHEE (47 4VF—LT AV IDF TV x|
BIZHEWTE —DDMERE LTI XN TWE, TLMNVORBESFEL Ay - 20X — | 123&kD XS %
[ERRAEXR

Cooee) HBIRI—R 5. B<. filha, kb5, BS——3hoBEO &k 5 IEH S hanZ & 43K
W5, ZOBEMEIZBA THEDHN, HOES REGRHb——F TICR 2, T TICHEWAZ, RUTHRZ
ZeENBN, BETHD, RbeZE, BKZEITe A, (REA. MERAIADND>T) ThEmn
52, (BrWnWEEhEemhrohnwll) BEeETE, Thennrb3DeThe 5508 DDMIZTA
IWns, ZLTIARZNEGRE B VWEDE, RAMIZNEGLEHBNWEFIZLTELEA,
ﬁm\l@%&é@d)ﬂm . ZENEGHhrD VeS80 E, TNEGhrD K BEVEES DR H 5,
Wz, MEDOBEIILBREVIBEMIZ, Va7 ZALHEL, MELTELEDTH S, AL
fm\hi%sm$m_abﬁf6htﬁni£ BN THERN 2 DERS KWV, — Tl —X -
ZIAE, INETHINTEHPTE, RETW T, REFNLEDDO—-DTHLEXESLDOT v+ v
e, TODIHEPEOF TS -ABEL T AFTETAF—L - T —)L /7, FEOEE
NOFR, ZORYIOBAE . ZOFBBNOES, ZDOV =V XL, AVF =P, HAREI TR 5
T3] 2LV TOWRD2ZEMEIEL LI LBRE VRO LTHhAEVDE2SL, #ERDIDHD
AL T MEkEZ L Th 55,

PRICR7Z2Z &, BRICEWEZEDRHD., Thieb»rbrZE BnhibZL), brnidmicklLczhe
Fbroxnle, TLF/REZH LAREARMICAMEZ 3§52 XD EHEMAT S, 20O LTliHEORRME
DENMZY 2NV TV ALENEDIT TN, EHICZORRMEOEKFIE LT, TV —X - Z2IZ2& T4 F—
e Th—=L ) INDEENEENTNE, 2 I 2FKBIZONWTOEMEZED, fiWEREETHD, 70—
N TEAIADEBE [4 Y Fh o KEA] (1900 4F) it LR, OFYEETHB, ZOSRIER
REREM, FOBRTN VD [WEF50] 18T L X0 ZHEHCEF — ﬁbfnt:&‘
XHIZTN YR ZOFEFEEAFGOIL — X - 2 I ZAANOQHEIRIZENDOTFTTWBE T EE2EZET UM, 22T

88 André Breton, “Le message automatique,” in: Minotaure, nos.3-4, Albert Skira, Paris, décembre 1933, pp.54-65, reprinted in:
Breton (OC), t.2, pp.375-392. (7 ¥ FL - 7L b v, @BAELGR [AEFEGRWEEE] [7Y FL - 70 VR 6] AR,
1974 4, 328-348 K)

B9  André Breton, Nadja, Gallimard, 1928; Breton (1963).

6o REAEE TS, [ 2 v ] BECUER. 315-345 H.

@) BEAEEICLBEEE2W, [ ] SPCUER. 207 H GE12-1),

42 Tanguy (1927), unpagenated. FPFORFIBHEATIZLIT, BE (2015), 190-191 H, ZO7 7 2 MIMElABIEEE T, [ 2
L7 24 Eem] (1928 4F) 12k hiz,

@3 Théodore Flournoy, Des Indes a la planéte Mars: Etude sur un cas de somnambulisme avec glossolalie, Félix Alcan (Paris), Eggi-
mann (Geneve), 1900.

{44  Breton (1963), reprinted in: Breton (OC), t.1, p.693. (FFiR 92-93 )
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@6) Tanguy (1927), unpagenated. FFOFISFETIZLL T, KR (2015), 189-190 H.
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(500 Breton (1963), reprinted in: Breton (OC), t.1, pp.721-727. (3R 146-154 &)
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