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Improvement of the Potassium Iodate-Starch Paper Method of Detecting Sulfite in Foods
Yukiko YAMAJIMA?, Asamoe OGAWA?, Eri SATO? Takushi FUITWARA® and Chigusa KOBAY ASHI*
Sulfite is an additive used in various foods as a bleaching agent or antioxidant. The potassium iodate-starch paper method, one of the
detection methods for sulfite, is simple and sensitive. However, this conventional method is subject to errors when the sulfite content in
foods is low. By stirring samples in a flask with a stirrer bar and using a test paper made from potato starch, a two-fold improvement in

the detection sensitivity was achieved. The improved method was considered useful as a screening method.

Keywords: bleaching agents, sulfite, sulfur dioxide, potassium iodate-starch paper

2 Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health,
3-24-1, Hyakunin-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169-0073, Japan





