St James the Greater Church

Boston Chinese Catholic Community
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If you choose you can keep the commandments, they will save you;
if you trust in God, you too shall live. Sirach 15:15

TODAY’S READINGS 4~ X 3 &
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E 38 BT Sunday Mass Schedule:

T4 281 8 4 8 8% 30 4 i@ 5 +Sunday 8:30 am: Mass in Mandarin

TR EH A L 10 65 B35/ L@ T TSunday 10:00 am: Mass in Cantonese/Mandarin

SR A L 118545 5 HBMAGEL T & %Pgtrj]:(ri?g 11:45 am: Mass in English in Upper

F B 5B Daily Mass Schedule:

TE#R— ~ 28— = 9 BFAHL #Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday at 9am

125 Harrison Ave, Boston, MA 02111 Fr. Zhang’'s mobile: 617-455-8182 (Mon-Fri 9AM-5PM)

website: bccestjames.org
email: info@bcccstjames.org General phone: (617) 542-8498
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. James the Greater Church in Boston’s Chinatown
by Fr. Joseph Zhang 02/12/2023

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Happy Sunday!

In Last Sunday’s sharing, we talked about Jesus exhorting His followers to be the salt of the land and
the light of the world. As Christians, to glorify our wonderful God, we follow His teaching, strive in our daily
living to fulfill His exhortation, and be His witness. In today’s gospel, Jesus taught His disciples to put a great
distance from leading a life that is not commensurate with God’s will, in order to have a clean and pure heart. As
Christians we shall not cave into thoughts of selfishness and evil.

The first reading talks about Sirach, who was very respectful of Moses and whom he considered as
having great wisdom. To help people in the best way was to introduce and teach the laws of Moses to them.
He believed God’'s commandments had the power of salvation. In those days, Moses put forth in front of the
Israelites “life and death, good and evil” (Dt 30:15) for their free choice. In today’s reading, Jesus, like Moses,
told us that God has put in front of us, fire and water, life and death, good and evil, and for us to choose freely.
His wish is that in our life, we make the correct choice. In his whole life, Sirach stressed that God’s eyes focused
on "those who fear Him” (Sir 15:20). He reminded his readers, that there is nothing that could escape God'’s
eyes, including our thoughts and deeds. Because God “understands men’s every deed” (Sir 15:20).

In the second reading, St. Apostle Paul continued to explore the topic of wisdom. He told the Corinthians
that at the very beginning, God decided that those who believed that Christ was crucified would be glorified.
Through the Holy Spirit, God “revealed to us” (1Cor 2:10).

In the Gospel of Matthew, these three perspectives are explained to us. First, for Christians, do the laws of
Moses still have value and meaning? Some people think that they are too old - outdated and too cumbersome
to follow, making life hard and painful, with such laws as: no bad words, keep fasting, endless praying.... So,
some parishioners feel Jesus’ teaching is simpler, and are changing their belief. To the author Matthew, the laws
of Moses are still very important and meaningful for us Christians. Jesus came to world to fulfill the laws and the
prophesies with His life, death and resurrection. So, we should value the wisdom of the laws and prophets in the
Old Testament to strengthen our faith. They cannot be removed from the Christian’s belief (Mt 5:17-19). Second,
the justice of a Christian shall transcend that of the scribes and Pharisees (Mt 5:20). The Pharisees were very
knowledgeable of the Bible, on what was said. But they did not bring the wisdom of the Bible alive. Their justice
stayed in their mouths. For Christians, justice is implemented and fulfilled in life, through deeds bringing forth the
presence of Christ. To Matthew, a person’s outward life is the fulfillment of his interior faith. He exhorted us to
be a witness for the Lord. Third, the way and style of Jesus’ preaching: “You often heard ...”, and Jesus will say:
“I will say this to you ...”. Matthew told us that Christians should not just listen loosely or without verification.
Rather we understand with depth the value of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, which is rooted in our life and
faith. It is not simply knowledge we learn; it is a way of life.

Brothers and sisters, may we root our faith from the readings in our living, and be a witness of Christ.
God has put forth all in front of our eyes, and we must choose again, to glorify God, and to have such a way of
life in the world. Then in compliance with God’s will, our life will move towards fulfillment and perfection. Praise
to God forever.

Cantonese Lenten Retreat

Today
T 9:30AM: the Rosary will be recited in Our This year's Cantonese Lenten Retreat will be held
Lady’s Chapel. via Zoom on Saturday, March 4, 8AM-1PM. We are
+ To appreciate your support for World Youth honored to have Fr. John Kwan of the Diocese of
Day Fundraisings, please enjoy a Valentine Hong Kong to facilitate our retreat. The fee will be
gift the youth group has prepared for $15. Details will be provided later. This is a great
everyone opportunity for us to reflect and cleanse our heart

during Lent in preparation for Easter. Those
interested, please register with Lucy Shum.



Lent 2023

During Lent we are asked to devote ourselves to
seeking the Lord in prayer, abstinence, fasting and
almsgiving. It is a time of preparation as we look
towards the celebration of the Risen Lord on Easter
Sunday.

February 22" Ash Wednesday

Mass at 9:00AM. Distribution of ashes. Please
remember this is a day of fasting and abstinence.
Parking is NOT available.

March 26", Fifth Sunday in Lent

Fr Peter Li will be available to minister the
Sacrament of Reconciliation from 9-10 and 11—
11:30. This is an excellent way to make room in
your soul for the Lord.

| 2023 Catholic Appeal
| Faith in Action. It all starts with YOU

i This past week, many of you may have received a
. letter from Cardinal Sean requesting your early
[ support of the 2023 Appeal. The Appeal is a primary
. means by which we carry Christ’s light into darkness
i and deepen the impact of our Church’s ministries,
. many of which directly benefit our parish. Please
I prayerfully consider offering a generous early gift by
. returning your pledge card or by making an online
| donation at www.bostoncatholicappeal.org/donate-
. how. Your contribution puts faith into action in
| countless, meaningful ways. Thank you!

Presentation of the Gifts

The presentation of the gifts marks the beginning of
the second major part of the Mass, the Liturgy of the
Eucharist. This preparation also has been
traditionally called the offertory since the priest
prepares the gifts to be offered.

At the presentation of the gifts, the faithful present
the gifts of bread and wine to the priest, symbolizing
an offering of creation and themselves back to the
Father. This also gives an exterior sign of our
internal offerings — we offer our prayers and
ourselves in the same way that we offer these mere
gifts of bread and wine, hoping that just as they are
changed into the Body and Blood of Christ, so may
we be transformed by His grace.

Financial News
January 29 Sunday Mass Collection: $543

Annual Appeal 2022-2023

Our Annual Appeal has begun; our goal this year is
$180,000. Due to deterioration of the exterior and |
interior building structure and rapidly rising inflation '
that raises the operating and pastoral care
expenses, we continue to encounter heavy financial I
pressure. A copy of the FY2023 budget is posted |n

the church hall. We hope that you can donate |
generously to support the parish. Donations may be :
made by check, cash or online at www.bccestjames.org. |
May God bless your kind and generous hearts! :

As of January 29, we have received a total pledge !
of $10,055 (61.1% of $180,000) for this fiscal year. I

Thanksgiving Appeal 2022-2023

The deadline for making a donation to the
Thanksgiving Appeal is 2/28. The target goal is
$85,000 to help pay for daily operating, repair and
maintenance cost. Your support is very important
and you can donate in person, via mail, with cash,
check or online by using a credit card in our website.

The 5 Appeal Ambassadors assisting with collecting
donations are Hong Xing Lin, Hailing Lin, Yang Ling
Zhou, Lai Hing Mak, and Lucy Shum. Please be
generous in taking good care of our home!

As of January 29, we have received a total pledge
of $61,303 (72.1% of $85,000) for this fiscal year.

Easter Flower Offering
Your help in the purchase of
Easter lilies, to make our
sanctuary look beautiful as we
celebrate the resurrection of our
Lord, is greatly appreciated.

Donations can be made in the Easter Flower
Envelope with the names of those to be
remembered. Please make your contribution by
March 26. Memorials will be printed in the 4/9
Easter bulletin. Thank youl!

Liturgy Tidbits

Starting in February, a series of mini-talks "Liturgy
Tidbits" on various aspects of the Liturgy will be
presented through existing group meetings to help
everyone understand the meaning of the Liturgy
better.
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Inclement Weather Guideline for Mass
During the week, whenever the Boston Public
Schools are delayed or closed because of inclement
weather or other adverse conditions, daily Mass will
be canceled. However, Sunday Mass schedule will
not be affected.

Our priority is to ensure the safety of our
parishioners. Prudent judgment should always be
used. No event, including Mass, requires your
attendance if you feel that weather condition is
dangerous. We do not want you to place yourself at
risk, nor others who legitimately may need to be on
the road. The obligation to attend Mass is relieved if
you cannot attend due to bad weather.

Home Visit Ministry

as sick ' Due to physical, spiritual or

amd }u visited me. "W other factors, some of our
“‘N Macthew 25368 narishioners have been
# unable to return to St.
James in person for
RS liturgical, spiritual or other
PS50 activities. With the easing
of the Covid 19 pandemic, we hope to return to
normal and improve the ministry for access. Briefly
there are two parts: (1) seek, identify, and engage
parishioners who have such needs and related
details, (2) welcome, recruit and train Eucharistic
Ministers and related assistants who are interested
in this ministry. We are thankful that our lay
organizations, including the Legion of Mary and the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, have provided such
services continuously, and desire to be collaborators
and share new ideas and approaches.

rrrr
,,,,

Anyone who is interested in participating or referring
us to relatives or friends in need, please contact
Peter Chan or Agatha Tong. We will listen and
respect the individual’s wish, privacy, need, and
other applicable rights of those in need.

FATTH FACTS

Psalm 119 is the longest psalm by far in the
psalter. It praises God for giving such
splendid laws and instruction for people

to live by. The poem is an acrostic; its
twenty-two stanzas (of eight verses each)
are in the order of the Hebrew alphabet.
Each of the eight verses within a stanza
begins with the same letter. Each verse
contains one word for "instruction." The nine

| Mass Intentions”

FOR THE WEEIK "

Thanksglvmg Mass offered by:
Peter and Laura Chan
Qui Hua Wang
Yau S Chan
Ai Ping and Zhi An Deng
Kee Fung and Pu Fong Mak Fung
Mei Wen Yang

Memorial Mass offered by:
Peter and Laura Chan for deceased family
members, relatives, friends, clergy, religious
sisters & brothers, Rose Chan, Theresa Tam,
Shi Via Chan, Joseph Chan (3rd anniversary),
Aloysius Zhang, souls in purgatory
Susan Ho for Aloysius Zhang, Amy Chiu, all
Souls in purgatory
Peter and Laura Chan in memory of Shi Via
Chan and Theresa Tam
LiZhen for all souls in purgatory

Personal Petition Mass offered by:

+ Peter and Laura Chan for health and recovery
of Frank Chin, WK Mak, Philip Leung, Philip
Chan, David Lam, Stanley Chan, Kit Man To,
Pui Fong Mak Fung
Qui Hua Wang for recovery of Maria
Susan Ho for her dad Phillip Chan's health,
conversion of sinners
Mei Wen Yang for peace and love in family
Yu Mei Yang
Yue Ying Yang for safe travel and good health

Devotions before Sunday Mass
The Rosary will be recited every Sunday at 9:30AM
in Our Lady's Chapel, except on the third Sunday
of the month, when there will only be Eucharistic
Adoration.

Eucharistic Adoration

e Cantonese: Every 2" Saturday of each month at 10AM. The next
one will be March 11. Zoom link: http://bit.ly/eucharisticadoration.

¢ 15 minutes of Eucharistic Adoration before Mass in Our Lady’s
Chapel at 9:30AM every 3™ Sunday of each month. The next one
will be February 19

e Mandarin: Every 3™ Monday of each month at 8PM. The next
one will be February 20. Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88690006182?pwd=0GpYRzRVZiFM

words for "instruction" in the translation

NOV2MjJ4RjdFauUZ\Vdz09 or Zoom ID 886 9000 6182, Passcode

are: law, edict, command, precept, word,
utterance, way, decree and teaching.

1234
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Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

DIGNITY MEMORIAL® Premier Collection

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service Corporation International,
206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720. 508-676-2454

Pre pa re ) w “Be a Servant”Matthew 20:26
for power i

outages today L DENTAL Insurance

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR - 7-Year Extended Get he|p paymg b|g dental bills

Warranty*

www.rosariesfromflowers.com

A $695 Value!

—= w1 Get your FREE Information Kit

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

(855) 401-9893 cmemal | s 1-866-615-0296
Dental50PIus.com/Pilots

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. Product not available in all states. Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact us for complete details
about this insurance solicitation including costs and limitations. This specific offer is not available in CO. Call 1-800-969-4781 or
respond for a similar offer. In WV: To find a provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/find-
dentist. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E); Insurance Policy P150; Rider Kinds B438/B439. In CA, CO, ID, KY, ME, MD, MA, MI, MO, NV, NJ, NC,
ND, VA: Includes Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Certificate C254/B465 (PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/

AD S PAC E 24:292 gA: PI54GA; OK: P1540K; TN: PIS4TN).

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771 “He has risen.” Matt 28:6

18,640 of your neighbors ¥ clergytrust 2.
Within 25 miles have gone solar Fr. Tom Nestor has served as pastor at the Collaborative

Parishes of Resurrection and Saint Paul in Hingham for

the past ten years, and previously served at St. Eulalia’s

With Sunrun * in Winchester for 17 years. A Harvard graduate and

native of West Roxbury, Fr. Nestor is known for fostering
a sense of community wherever he goes.

No Liens donate at

clergytrust.org

No upfront cost

Caring)(com

Save Money
Take the guesswork out of senior care, call
a Caring Family Advisor today.

JASON'ATII
Save the planet SalemzRelRETEMothuen.

Haverhill, MA, NH, +22 states

PRWT at a time Call or text anytime!
603=560-3999

.
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@Solarbyjazzi
Facebook.com/Solarbyjazzi
Jason.Azzi@Sunrun.com
HIC 180120
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