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Reinterpreting Mouko-Issei by Yamamoto Hosui:
Based on Tiger (plaster figure) by Hosui and production of works
by his master Jean-Léon Géréme

FUJISAWA Chiya

Yamamoto Hosui ([T 22 1850-1906) was one of the pioneer painters contributing to
the development of western-style paintings in the Meiji era in Japan. He went to Paris as a member of the
Japanese delegation to the third Paris Exposition in 1878 and studied oil painting mainly under Jean-Léon
Gérome (1824-1904) until 1887. In this paper I discuss J& J&— 75 Mouko-Issei (A Roaring Tiger, 1893-95,
at the University Art Museum, Tokyo University of the Arts), one of his masterpieces, by reinterpreting
not only his JEf1 B4 Tiger (plaster figure, 19th Century, Sen-oku Hakukokan Museum Tokyo) having a
similar posture to that of 4 Roaring Tiger, but also production of paintings by Géréme and the tradition of
western culture.

Mouko-Issei (A Roaring Tiger) was exhibited at the 7th Meiji-Bijutsukai (HH{3 374 Meiji Art
Society) Exhibition in 1895, along with W5 Urashima (painting in oil, 1893—95, The Museum of Fine
Arts, Gifu) that was painted at the same time. The original title of Mouko-Issei (A Roaring Tiger) was Mouko-
Issei-Sangetsu-Takashi (J& 2 —% 111 H /1, a phrase in a Chinese poem, meaning that the ferocious tiger
roars, and the moon rises high above the mountains). Mouko-Issei (A Roaring Tiger) has been interpreted as
inspired by the Chinese legend Jinkoden (\JE{z: Renbuzhuan) during the Tang Dynasty. The protagonist
in this legend was once scholarly but unable to achieve success in his work, he turned into a man-eating
tiger. Hosui was also unable to succeed in Japan as he had expected, so previous study has identified him
with the tiger in Jinkoden. We cannot, however, find the verse of “Mouko-Issei, Sangetsu-Takashi” described
in Jinkoden. This verse is the final line of the poem, Staying at the Qixia Temple located on Mt. Jiangshan
(tE 51 LA R 35, composed by Yu Zizhi (REEE also known as JEE8¥ Zhou Zizhi, 1082-2). Why did
Hosui adopt the original title from this poem? The presumption is that only the final line of the poem was
familiar in Japan at that time and was accepted also as a vigorous, courageous phrase different from its original
meaning.

Gérome frequently depicted lions, partly because his own name included “Léon,” which is
reminiscent of “leo,” a Latin word for lion. In addition, lions were a symbol of power and battle in Western
culture. Tigers had the same meaning since ancient times in Japan.

Hosui painted Urashima to demonstrate his skill in western-style painting at a time when western-
style paintings were being ostracized in Japan. In this work, Western mythology was transformed into
Japanese mythology. Therefore, I suggest that Mowuko-Issei was subjected to the same transformation as that in
Urashima.

Shirataki Ikunosuke (F#E5 2 B, 1873—1960), a student of Hosui, said that he used a plaster
maquette when producing paintings. Gérome and other French painters used maquettes. Mouko-Issei is a
painting in which western-style painting techniques were adapted to Japan, and the presence of the Tiger
(plaster figure) suggests that, as he had learned in France, Hosui used a maquette for painting Mouko-Issei.

Like the Urashima, Mouko-Issei marked the declaration of battles against those who fomented the
rejection of western-style paintings, and the original title of Mowuko-Issei, Mouko-Issei-Sangetsu-Takashi,
explicitly demonstrated the existence of western-style painting.
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