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Nagoya University Noyori Materials Science Laboratory + Noyori Conference Hall
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BT /EIKRFEN ZHEKRE Owner / Nagoya University P §©
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KRt FEIBE Ito Koumuten Co., Ltd.
INFERKA R Obara Construction Co., Ltd. ,‘

BWTH/2003% 118288 (MERZIHIE) Completion Date / November 28, 2003 J
2003FE11H25H (Aisciies) (Materials Science Laboratory)

November 25, 2003 (Conference Hall)
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R% View of the Materials Science Laboratory from the northeast. PR REAILEBIL D RS  View of the Conference Hall from the northeast.
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MERIZAFE 7 ERABE  Working room on the severnth floor.

FITACMEE 1 BEA 7z Cafe on the first floor. 23S EE 2 BER—)L  Hall on the second floor.

YEREMRE 2T IR —F+S5U—  Chemistry gallery on the second floor.
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Japanese style room of the guest house.
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These two buildings are a research facility and a conference hall for
researchers, planned and constructed to commemorate the Nobel
Prize awarded to Professor Ryoji Noyori.

The research facility consists of a group of laboratories intended
mostly for use on Professor Noyori’s research themes, a gallery
commemorating the awarding of the Nobel Prize, a lecture hall
with a capacity of 120 persons, and a research space for Professor
Noyori himself.

The conference hall, consisting of a hall with a capacity of 200
persons, an information center and a guest house where professors
invited from abroad can stay; is an exchange facility open to people
from within and without the university. In the research facility,
importance is placed on privacy and security because it is a place for
special research experiments, but the conference hall, being a place
where researchers from inside and outside the university meet, is
intended to be an open place. These two facilities of contrasting
character are in a central area on the Higashiyama campus of Nagoya
University where facilities used by the university as a whole are
concentrated; Toyoda Auditorium is nearby, and the place is
surrounded by many trees. The two facilities stand about 80 meters
apart, but measures were taken in this project to loosely connect them.

At first glance, these buildings seem to be the product of a highly
abstract and precise logic and a sensibility attuned to formal character.
Such an architectural solution may be most suitable form of
expression for a place dedicated to the amassing of advanced
knowledge—that is, the integration at a university of intellectual
research and exchange. The buildings can be interpreted as the
product of a collaboration, that is, an exchange of intellectual
sensibility between Professor Noyori and the architect. The laboratory,
though simple in form, has a double-layered glass skin on the outside
that functions as an environmental control mechanism, but its use in
combination with a design of stainless mesh and FRP grating
communicates a message of change and diversity to the outside
world. The conference hall, by contrast, suggests a ship floating in the
greenery of the surrounding woods; it has relaxed spaces befitting a
conference hall. A guest house for invited faculty, made of a steel-
frame structure isolated from the structure below it, sits on the
topmost floor. Its form, combined with other features that distinguish
the top of the conference hall, give the building an architecturally
exquisite expression.

Compared with the suppleness of the conference hall’s overall
composition, the concrete perimeter columns in the laboratory seem
much too large, especially since the outer glass skin has an airy quality.
Moreover, by contrast to the relaxed image of the conference hall, the
layout and structural organization of the laboratory seem rigid, even
for a building accommodating a group of research experiment
facilities, and inconsistent with design intentions. Nevertheless, both
the laboratory and the conference hall are on the whole supple,
attractive buildings designed with an intellectual sensibility.
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