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Interior of the multi-purpose hall.
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FEARED EFHIIEXE View of the courtyard. Music room seen backward on the left.
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An aging school building was demolished, and a new elemen-
tary school with six classes was constructed in the middle of a
piece of land that had been purchased for that purpose. The
town of Tanagura is mostly level agricultural land, and
wooded areas are few. The land that had been purchased is
thickly wooded and is next to a small pond.

The new school building is arranged on a gentle slope at the
edge of the woods. This location gives the schoolchildren an
opportunity to come into contact with nature; i.e. the pond and
the woods. The level athletic field serves as the school’s for-
ecourt; thus the school opens itself toward the town.

Approaching from the town, one arrives at the entrance. The
cafeteria, lounge, library and information-related facilities are
all located in the vicinity of the entrance. This area becomes the
starting point for communication between the school and the
community. A gently inclined corridor extends from the
entrance. At the top of this sloping corridor is an area, spatially
continuous with the woods. The music hall in the courtyard is
located halfway up the slope. When it is opened to the woods,
the hall and the slope become an outdoor theater that is
continuous with the forest.

The music hall, the teachers’ rooms, and special classrooms
are in a different cluster of facilities. Together with the facilities
located around the entrance, they permit diverse forms of
communication between the school and the local community.
The three classroom clusters, which are separated by ground
level, are pleasant spaces for children and are open to the
woods. They are open, via the corridor, to the courtyard. The
courtyard and the outdoor theater are always the focal point of
interest for the children.

This is an excellent work that suggests many possible strata-
gems for schools in local communities. The acquisition of new
land to broaden the domain of activity for the children, the use
of a site of with a distinctive character, and the effective use
made in planning of a sloping site are all noteworthy.

In deciding how the school buildings should be administer-
ed, the town’s education committee received advice from
learned persons and held discussions with local residents,
teachers and children. Its aim was to create a comprehensive
center of education and culture that is open to the community.
The school has a close relationship with nature. The surround-
ing environment, including the woods and a pond fed by a
clear stream, has been conceived as an eco-museum where
children’s sensibility to nature can be nurtured. The paths in
the woods and the edge of the pond have been left in a natural
state except for a few safety measures. A school that decides to
coexist with nature is apt to find it difficult to get approval, and
the fact that so many parents were sympathetic to such an idea
is quite amazing.

The concrete exterior wall, which was installed to make the
outer walls semi-non-combustible, is divided and carefully
detailed. Each building has a wood truss roof. The spatially
continuous interior has wood louvered ceilings and finish; the
wood creates a gentle, comfortable space.The school is a group
of irregularly shaped buildings on a sloping site, but the
concrete and wood construction work shows the builder and
craftsmen to have been sympathetic and enthusiastic about the
project.
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