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General view from the “Kaze-no-Oka” (literally “Hill of Winds”) in the so facing page: Porte-cochere seen from the approach.
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#F&oE— Waiting lobby.

#5I%E Final service space.
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The architect is said to have proposed the name “Kaze-no-
Oka” (literally “Hill of Winds”). The name seems apt given
the character of this place.

This area, where burial mounds from the 3rd century have
been discovered, appears to have been a hill for funerals since
ancient times. The natural environment seems appropriate for
a crematorium. The excellent, 3.3-hectare site has been trans-
formed into a green park, landscaped with earthworks, that is
open to the public. The landscaping, which makes use of the
restored remains of old burial mounds, and the architecture
together form a scenery of nearly abstract objects. The archi-
tect states that he did not want the visitor to be conscious of
the architecture from the park, which features a green plaza in
the shape of a concave oval. Indeed, the tilted tower of brick,
the triangular wall of Corten steel and the horizontally
extended wall of exposed concrete form a group of beautiful
objects.

With respect to the approach, a canopy receives visitors in a
quite natural way. The circulation path, space and light
develop in a way befitting the procedure followed in the
crematorium, and people are led to the various places in the
facility in an environment in harmony with nature.

From the porte-cochere, a visitor passes through an opening
in a wall of exposed concrete, goes down a corridor that is
open to a bright green space to the south, and arrives at the
crematorium in a peaceful state of mind. Inside the cremato-
rium, a soft, tranquil space is created through the limited
introduction of light through a low window, slits and a to-
plight. From the porte-cochere, one proceeds along a corridor
bordering a quiet forecourt planted with bamboo grass and
arrives at the entrance porch to the crematory hall. The crema-
torium is an austere space that is made dark by walls of
exposed concrete cast with narrow cedar board forms and a
sand-blasted concrete floor with rubble. The crematory hall
faces a courtyard, which is simply a pool of water, and the
natural light creates a quiet, peaceful atmosphere.

The waiting lobby and waiting rooms face the garden and
are illuminated by sufficient light. The refined details of the
wood materials and plastering create a bright and serene space.

No decorative elements are used. Materials that possess
distinctive material qualities are used and natural light is
introduced in a carefully studied way so as to require no use
of artificial lighting. As a result, both the spaces that are
destinations and the spaces that form the routes to those
destinations are simple, peaceful and filled with shadows. The
construction work fulfills the rigorous demands of the design
with respect to precision and texture. The destination spaces
suit their functions, and the spaces that connect them too have
been treated with care and have been made suitable in size and
character for various stages in the ceremonial procedure.

This is a splendid work where people can part with the dead
with quiet dignity.
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