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Approach deck facing the riverside.
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Inner court by the special curriculum

rooms fot the fine art.
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Partial exterior of the college wing.
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3FEERXEEE Library for the high school on the third floor.

T bF>RK—I Entrance hall.

2 @R — LN —ZBIDE T Corridor between the home base.
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This building, accommodating a high school and a college, is
located in a spot facing Asashio Canal in the Harumi district
of Tokyo. The high school is exploring an approach that
transcends the framework of general and specialized courses of
study. Students are allowed to select curricula and subjects in
accordance with their interests and plans for the future. This is
intended to make education more individualized. The college
provides workers with an opportunity to study at night in the
center of the city at a time when many universities are moving
out to the suburbs. It also offers adults a place for continued
education.

The architects took these ideas to heart and made them
manifest in an education facility of high quality. First, to make
the most of the special approach to education taken by the
high school, the home rooms of the first-year students in the
general course of study were located on the lower floor, and
the special classrooms and staff rooms for the six curricula that
students can select in their second year were located on an
upper floor. Spaces such as lounges are arranged in various
places. This promotes communication between students in
different curricula and enables dialogues with teachers to
develop in multidimensional ways. The curricula need to
adapt to changes in society flexibly and quickly. The architects
made active use of a framework with long spans, movable
partitions, system ceilings and free access floors and produced
a facility of great flexibility that can adapt to such changes in
the educational program. Great flexibility is apt to mean
monotonous spaces, but the architects showed their skill by
arranging the decks and roof terraces to face the canal,
articulating the 150-meter long building with stairwells and
voids, and providing variegated, urban spaces. Spatial variety
and articulation also characterize the exterior spaces. The
result helps to restore a more intimate scale to an area that is
filling up with high-rises and to create an environment that is
advantageous to the region as a whole. The students will no
doubt store up many memories of life in a school that in many
ways resembles a small city.

Superb use of technology is evident in the building frame,
which has a long life and must be durable. The use of precast
concrete made possible a framework with long spans and
assured durability and high quality. The construction work,
accomplished under difficult circumstances for example,
three existing schools on the site had to be retained, and
precast concrete was used despite the short construction period
is also praiseworthy.
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