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International

Topics

The Photo Exhibition “Do you know? Atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Ngasaki” by Japan
Photograph Preservation Center finished.

Japan marks the 70% anniversary of atomic bombings
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in this year. In summer,
the photo exhibition “Do you know? Atomic bombings
of Hiroshima and Ngasaki” held at JCII Photo Salon,
Tokyo. More than 8,000 visitors came to the exhibition.

Mr. Yousuke Yamahata photographed for three month
in the fields after the bombings on Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki. The plan of the photo exhibition started from
autumn, 2013 when the son of Yamashita asked Japan
Photograph Preservation Center (JPPC) to deposit
eternally the collections of his father’s 3 rolls (78 pho-
tos) of films of Nagasaki bombings. The photo exhibi-
tion was composed of 11 photographers’ (Mr. Yoshito
Matsuhige, Shunkichi Kikuchi, Hajime Miyatake and
others) photos that showed in the fields of bombings
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, for three month right af-
ter the bombings. The silver prints that were cre-
ated by valuable original negative films showed forces
of miserable and horrible spectacles that could not
have seen in other printing materials.

Visitors were stricken with the shocks, frights and
fears by what they saw in the photos.

The photos brought tears. Many say, we should re-
peat this exhibition as the memories of variable re-
cords. The photo exhibition will be held in Cologne,
Germany, at the exhibition venue of Japan Foundation
and other German cities.

“Ikiru (To Live), Post-tsunami” photo exhibition
tour in Germany, finished.

The photo exhibition presented by 160 photographers
showed the scenes for one year after the Great East
Japan Earthquake. The exhibition traveled 6 venues
in Germany, started from Photokina, September 2012.
34,000 people visited totally. The photo exhibition was
realized with great efforts by Ms. Tokiko Kiyota, For-
mer Director, Japan Cultural Institute in Cologne, The
Japan Foundation. Here is her statement. “Germans
have thought the memories were very important. The
photo exhibition tour was very impressed for them.
The force of photos was so influenced. Through these
photo exhibitions, visitors read the photo captions
very courteously. The comments of photographers
helped the understandings of disastrous scenes. All
the visitors thought “What can we do for?” There will
be long way for the re-construction. We extend our
deepest sympathies for both the people and areas af-
fected by this disaster. We should think and behave
what kind of cooperation can be done.”

The Photo Exhibition Venues

Oct. 2012, The Japan Cultural Institute in Cologne
Apr. 2013, City Hall of Gmunden, Austria

Jun. 2013, Museum of Modern Art, Halle

Oct. 2013, Theodor-Zink-Museum, Kaiserslautern
Mar. 2014, Universitat Duisburg-Essen, Essen
Sep. 2014, Reiss-Engelhorn-Museen, Mannheim

About the Japan Professional Photographers Society

The Japan Professional Photographers Society was estab-
lished in 1950. Through its activities it strives to define the
role of the professional photographer and secure copyright
protection while working to develop photographic culture.
In 2001 it received recognition as an Incorporated Body
from the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology, in March 2011 it was officially recognized
as being a Public Interest Incorporated Association by the
Prime Minister’s office, and since April 1 of that year it has
been active under the title, Japan Professional Photogra-
phers Society, Public Interest Incorporated Association.

Since its foundation, the society has succeeded in receiving
an extension for the period of copyright protection (to 50
years after the death of the artist), held numerous exhibi-
tions concerning photographic history and expression (A
Century of Japanese Photography, History of Japanese Con-
temporary Photography, Sixty Years of Japanese Children,
Women, etc), and published numerous books on photo-
graphic history and collections of photographs. In order to
contribute to the promotion and development of photo-
graphic culture, it holds the JPS Exhibition as an open ex-
hibition, presents a nationwide Photography Study Pro-

gram for elementary school students, the Photo Forum that
aims to develop photographic expression, Digital Photogra-
phy Lectures for the advisors of high school photographic
clubs, and presents the Yonosuke Natori Photographic
Award to uncover and foster new talent. At the same time,
it carries out a wide range of activities to contribute the
development of photographic culture, such as: cultural ex-
change with overseas photographers, PR through publish-
ing and information dissemination via the Internet.

Furthermore, it presents the Japan Professional Photogra-
phers Society Award in recognition of individuals or orga-
nizations who have achieved notable achievements in the
development of photographic technology, education, or cri-
tique.

The Japan Professional Photographers Society has devoted
itself to the establishment of photographic museums, such
as the Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography, and is
currently actively working towards the creation of the ‘Ja-
pan Photographic Preservation Center’ (archive) for the col-
lection and preservation of original photographs.

Japan Professional Photographers Society

JCII Bldg. #303, Ichibancho 25, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0082
Tel: +81-3-3265-7451 Fax: +81-3-3265-7460
E-mail: info@jps.gr.jp Web site: http://jps.gr.jp/int/index-e.nhtml
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