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Michael Williams (IEEE-CS £&)

[FEEBE]

In large computing conferences, like those run by the IPS] and the IEEE, the usual presentations center on the major research and application areas of the day.
It is, however, often useful to look back and see how far we have come in developing the subject of computation and the devices we use to do our calculations.
This will be an illustrated survey of some of the people and devices that helped shape the early history of computation. I hope to be able to show that
the history of our subject is full of interesting inventions, legal problems and colorful characters.

There will certainly not be enough time to examine every interesting aspect, but I will take examples from different parts of the world and different
historical eras to support my thesis that history is not only interesting but can also be fun.

[B&FE]

It was while working as a graduate student at Glasgow University that Mike acquired a interest in the history of computing, something
which has developed over the years into his main research and teaching interest. In 1969 he joined the University of Calgary, first in
the Department of Mathematics then as a Professor of Computer Science.

He has participated in the publishing of 11 books, 92 articles, 58 technical reviews and 72 invited lectures and has been involved in the

creation of 10 different radio, television, and museum productions. During his career he has had the opportunity to work for extended
periods at several different universities and at the National Museum of American History (Smithsonian Institution) and as Head Curator
at the Computer History Museum in Mountain View California.

His association with the IEEE Computer Society began when he was asked to help out with the journal The Annals of the History of
Computing. He eventually became Editor-in-Chief then moved to become the Editor-in-Chief of the CS-Press and Vice President for
Publications. He is the 2007 President of the IEEE Computer Society and also serves on many of the IEEE governing boards and committees.
In 2005 the University of Glasgow, Scotland, awarded him an honorary Doctor of Science degree for his contributions to computer
science, particularly the history of computing.
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