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Heritage Alert
Jingu Gaien-Cultural Heritage as the core of Garden City Park System
in Tokyo, which is facing immediate threat by urban redevelopment

5 September. 2023
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Tokyo is a "garden city" with the Royal Forest at its center, adorned by countless gardens and
parks, which have been nurtured by fountains of small valleys and Tamagawa Josui
waterway. This urban structure was formed through layers of history as the base of the
Tokugawa Shoguns from the early 17" century. Since then, Tokyo was destroyed by a series
of earthquakes and World War 11, but these forests and gardens have been passed down from
generation to generation (Fig.1,2).

In 1868, the Meiji Restoration put an end to the feudal system of Japan, and Japan started to
step forward to become a modern state. The improvement of urban infrastructure in Tokyo was
carried out for water supply, sewage, roads, ports, harbors, and government office district.
However, it was no easy job to procure public parks: Space was limited in the densely built
urban area that was an immediate successor to the feudal city of Edo (present-day Tokyo). As
a result, many Buddhist temples, Shinto shrines and Japanese gardens which had long been
revered by people, were converted to public parks and places of scenic beauty (Fig.3).

Fig.4 shows the current status of gardens, parks focused on the central area of Tokyo, which
has been carefully protected and improved over 400 years, from Imperial Palace, through the
inner and outer moats, to Akasaka Palace, Jingu Gaien, Naien, and Shinjuku Gyoen

National Garden. It is regarded as the core of Garden City Park System, which is the
fundamental asset of Tokyo, leading the way to a World Heritage Site. However, Jingu Gaien,
indicated in red in the figure, is the only exception, currently under threat of destruction due
to an urban redevelopment project, despite its glorious history of being created with the
public's donations, tree dedication and labor service by 102,792 people.

Jingu Gaien was created as a counterpart to Jingu Naien, and has a unique structure unparalleled
in the history of parks around the world. Jingu Naien as the inner garden intended to be an
"eternal forest" and over the past 100 years, it has steadily transitioned to an evergreen broad-
leaved forest. It was a pioneering attempt in light of the fact that ecology was not yet established
as an academic discipline. In contrast, the Gaien as the outer garden was designed to create
recreational forests for people (Fig.5). These two gardens were connected by the parkway, and
crowned with the designation of Japan’s first Scenic District in 1926 (Fig. 6).
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Fig.3 Map of the central area of Edo (present-day Tokyo) in 1843
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Fig.4 Jingu Gaien, the core of Garden City Park System, facing immediate threat by urban redevelopment

From Imperial Palace ~National Diet Park ~National Diet~Hie Shrine~Shimizutani Park ~Outer Moat
~Akasaka Palace ~Jingu Gaien ~Aoyama Park Cemetery ~Jingu Naien ~Shinjuku Gyoen Natonal Garden.
All gardens and parks have been well preserved. Jingu Gaien is the only exceptional, which is currently
under immediate threat due to urban redevelopment project.
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Fig. 5 Map of Jingu Gaien

Fig. 6 Parkway between Jingu Naien and Jingu
Gaien in 1926

The first event that eventually led to threatening the cultural heritage of Jingu Gaien was the
construction of the National Stadium of Japan in preparation of the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and
Paralympic Games. To allow for construction of the high building as a national project, the
building height limit was eased, and as many as 1,750 trees were cut down. Although the Tokyo
Olympic and Paralympic Games finished, further development continued. Mitsui Fudosan Co.
Ltd., Itochu Co. Ltd., Meiji Jingu Shrine, and Japan Sports Council, proposed an urban re-
development project, which was approved in March 2022 by the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government (TMGQG) in accordance with the city planning procedure. The project plans to build
two skyscrapers and one high-rise building and replace the existing rugby and baseball stadiums
alternately, which involves the cutting-down of more than 1,000 trees (Fig.7).

Office Buildings:
ITOCYU Co.(190m) Rughy
Mitsui Fudosan{185m) Stadium

National Stadium

Baseball
Stadium

with Hotel

Gingko Promenade

Facing the risk of sustainability since
Jingu Baseball Stadium would be constructed,
adjacent to Gingko tree

Tennis Court
For members,

only

Fig. 7 Plan of urban redevelopment in Jingu Gaien by Mitsui Fudosan Co. Ltd., Itochu Co. Ltd., Meiji
Jingu Shrine, and Japan Sports Council (2023)
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ICOMOS Japan has been striving to protect the cultural heritage of Jingu Gaien, having issued
recommendations and requests as many as 15 times since December 2021 (Appendix 1) ,
and proposed a specific alternative plan, but all to no avail so far. ICOMOS Japan also pointed
out falsies and problems about the scientific reliability of the Environmental Impact Assessment
Report submitted by the project proponents, and requested for re-examination, which was only
rejected by the TMG in May 2023.

In the meantime, a signature-collecting campaign by a third party collected some 218,000
signatures against the redevelopment project in question (Appendix 2) . A wide range of
people, including members of Japan’s national parliament (Appendix 3), the Japan Branch
of the International Association for Impact Assessment (Appendix 4), volunteers in
architecture, landscaping, and urban planning experts hoping to rethink Meiji Jingu
Gaien redevelopment (Appendix 5,6), Tokyo Division Executive board of the New
Union of Architects and Engineers (Appendix 7), volunteer Association to Preserve
Meiji Jingu Gaien for Our Children (Appendix 8) and Letter from musician, Ryuichi
Sakamoto(Appendix 9). It has become a huge social movement.

In light of the above, ICOMOS Japan has no other options but to request the issuing of Heritage
Alert to ICOMOS members around the world, people who support heritage conservation , and
responsible investors against the project proponents led by Mitsui Fudosan Co., Ltd., which is
planning further redevelopment projects at other historic modern public parks in Tokyo, such
as Hibiya Park and Shiba Park, as well as the TMG, which is responsible for its city planning
and heritage conservation, including but not limited to its World Heritage properties, i.e.,
National Museum of Western Art (a component of the Architectural Work of Le Corbusier, an
Outstanding Contribution to the Modern Movement) and the Ogasawara Islands.

ICOMOS, together with ICOMOS Japan, issues a Heritage Alert calling for withdrawal of the
Jingu Gaien redevelopment project for the preservation and succession of the core of the Tokyo
Garden City Park System, which has been inherited since the 17th century,



ICOMOS Heritage Alert Template

1-0

ver. 2010/06/30

Identity of Place

1-1

1-2

1-3

Name: Jingu Gaien

Location Town, Country, Street
Kasumiga-oka, Shinjuku-Ku, Aoyama, Minato-Ku, Tokyo, Japan

Classification/ Type of place/Area/Landowners

Historic Garden and Park, the core of Garden City Park System in
Tokyo. Total area is approximately 64.6 ha. The land owners are Meiji
Jingu Shrine, National Government, and TMG.

Current Heritage Protection Status

The entire Jingu Gaien has been designated as an urban planning park,
and protected as Scenic District (Fig.8), that limits the height of
buildings to 15 m or less and restricts the cutting of trees (Photo 1~4).
However, the area was deregulated to host the Tokyo Olympics in 2020.
Even after the Olympics, this deregulation has been further accelerated.
TMG authorized the construction of three high-rise buildings with
heights of 190 m, 185 m, and 80 m, respectively. Cutting trees were also
deregulated by the introduction of the redevelopment promotion zone.
Regarding architecture, the Seitoku Memorial Picture Gallery, completed
in 1926 as a symbol of Jingu Gaien , was designated an Important
Cultural Property in 2011. In addition, the Sojyoden-ato (the platform for
the funeral hall), Kaku-ike (square pond), and Maru-ike (round pond) are
designated as important cultural properties. The Constitution Memorial
Hall built in 1881 was relocated to Jingu Gaien in 1921 to commemorate
the 30th anniversary of the promulgation of the Meiji Constitution, and
is designated as a tangible cultural property by the TMG.

WArTEr AR RLE S O

Fig. 8 Scenic District (The area in the red circle has been deregulated to
allow the construction of high-rise buildings)
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Photo 1  Cherry Tree in Photo 2 Gingko promenade
Scenic District
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Photo3 Forest preserved by Scenic PI}OtQ 4 Forest preserved by Scenic
District, Zelkova serrata & evergreen District, Cedrus deodara
trees

2-0 Statement of Significance and History

2-1

Statement of Significance:

Jingu Gaien is an important park that constitutes the core of Garden
City Park System in the central area of Tokyo. The site was the Daimyo
(feudal lords) Estate until the mid-19t century and turned into parade
ground in Meiji era. Entering the 20th century, when Tokyo was
transforming into a modern city, Jingu Gaien (outer garden) was created
as a pair with Jingu Naien (inner garden). The inner garden is a forest
with a solemn and dignified theme, while the outer garden was planned
as a forest for people's relaxation, with a large lawn and sparse forest. In
Japan, where the concept of parks did not exist, this park is unique in the
history of parks in the world, because it combines the ancient concept of
sacred forest with modern park planning (Fig. 9,Photo 5).

Photo 5  Jingu Gaien: Forest
Created by People, and Forest
for People

Fig.9 Jingu Naien: Sacred Forest

History of place: 400 years’ Garden City Tokyo

Tokyo used to be called Garden City. There were numerous gardens,
nurtured by Tamagawa Josui waterway from the Tama River, which was
constructed in 1653 to provide drinking water and promote agriculture.
The total length is 42.7 km, and many Daimyo gardens were built along
this waterway. The Jingu Naien and Gaien, as well as the adjacent
Shinjuku Gyoen National Garden and Akasaka Palace, were also Daimyo
Estate with traditional Japanese gardens.
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After Meiji Restoration, the plateau areas turned into the royal places
and military training camps. However, the Japanese gardens in the
lowland areas had protected and still maintained today, making it a rare
area where traditional Japanese gardens coexist in a modern city (Photos
6 ~10). In particular, Royal Park System from the Imperial Palace to the
outer moat, Akasaka Palace, Jingu Gaien, Jingu Naien, and Shinjuku
Gyoen National Garden forms the fundamental structure of 400 years’
garden city Tokyo, covering approximately 700 ha (Figure 11).

Fig. 10
Daimyo
Gardens

Map in 1883,
showing the
existing
gardens in
2023.

Photo 6,7
Akasaka
Palace.
Traditional
Japanese
garden since
17™ century

Daimyo
Estate
(Kisyu)

Photo 8  Imperial Palace Photo 9

Imperial Palace Photo 10  Imperial Palace
Inner Moat Outer Garden
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Fig.12 Gardens survived from the Great Kanto Earthquake in 1923



Heritage Alert Template
ICOMOS ver. 2010/06/30

o Burned Area
& (World War [1) 1945

3

Reconstruction Plan
(World War [/) 1946 |

E:_ ! P R
| Jingu Naien & Gaien
NI Gerh. b R N 7 o ; T
Fig.13 Burned area by the World War I Fig.14 The gardens and parks, indicated by
in 1945 red circle, had scarcely survived form the

destruction. Land Adjustment Project had carried
out the burned area in down town Tokyo.
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Fig.15 The location of the core area of Garden City Park System Tokyo in 2023
Over all park system in 23 Wards Tokyo. Basic park system has been developed
along the Tamagawa Josui water way, the Sumida River, the Tama River and the
Nihonbashi River. Jingu Gaien is located in the heart of Tokyo.
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2-3 Date of project/ Date of construction/ Finishing of work: Jingu Gaien

Date

Projects / Events

17th ~mid.19th century

Daimyo Estate with Japanese garden

1880’s Daimyo Estate turned into Aoyama military parade
ground

March 1907 The military parade ground was proposed as the site
of the Japan Grand Exposition. However, due to the
lack of financial resources, it was not implemented.

July 1912 Emperor Meiji passed away.

February 1913

The proposal was submitted to the Imperial Diet for
the construction of Meiji Jingu Naien and Gaien,
and approved.

The Construction started, firstly from Jingu Naien.

June 1918

The Construction of Jingu Gaien started. It was
carried out by volunteers from all over Japan as
many as 100,000 people, with donations of funds,
trees, and labor services.

September 1923

The Great Kanto Earthquake occurred. Jingu Gaien
became the evacuation site.
The four row of Gingko promenade was completed.

September 1926

The area along the connecting road between Jingu
Naien and Jingu Gaien was designated as Japan's
first scenic district.

October 1926

The construction of Jingu Gaien was completed
(picture gallery, baseball stadium, sumo stadium,
children's playground).

September 1945

Jingu Gaien was confiscated by GHQ after the
defeat of the World War Second.

March 1952

The confiscation is lifted.

December 1956

The athletic stadium was transferred to the national
government (Ministry of Education) and becomes
the National Stadium.

October 1964

Tokyo Olympic 1964 was held at National Stadium.

November 1997

The first Gaien Gingko Festival was held (held
annually thereafter).

December 2011

"Tokyo 2020" plan is formulated (development of a
sports cluster).

June 2013

Designation of the Jingu Gaien Area District Plan
(relaxation of height restrictions).

December 2016

The construction of the New National Stadium
started, for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic
Games.

The height of the building was limited to 15m by
Scenic District ordinance, but was deregulated and
the heigh of National Stadium became to 47.3m.
1,750 trees were cut down.

November 2019

The completion of the New National Stadium.

July 2021

Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games held
(postponed one year due to Corona).

10
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March 2022 The district plan for Jingu Gaien area was changed

and a redevelopment promotion zone was
introduced. A portion of the urban planned Meiji
Park was deleted and turned into the site of urban
redevelopment area. Based on this decision, it
becomes possible to construct two skyscrapers, and
one high-rise building. The Jingu Stadium will be
demolished, and built as a stadium with a hotel, in
the immediate vicinity of the rows of Gingko trees.
The Chichibunomiya Rugby Stadium will also be
demolished and construct different site where
valuable forest exists. More than 1,000 trees that
have been inherited over the past 100 years will be
cut down (Fig.7).

Dec 2021~May 2023 ICOMOS Japan has made 15 recommendations and

requested to review the district plan and the
environmental impact assessment. However, the
Tokyo

May 2023 The Tokyo Metropolitan Environmental Impact

Assessment Council decided, not to hear any
opinions from the experts of ICOMOS Japan, and
the TMG authorized the permission that developers
could cut down approximately 3,000 trees, including
those less than 3 meters high.

This implementation was scheduled to begin in
June, but owing to widespread opposition, it has
been postponed to September at this time.

June 2023 The Japan Branch of the International Association

for Impact Assessment issued Emergency
Recommendation to the TMG (Appendix 4).

2-4 Landscape Architect

Landscape Architect was Yoshinobu Orishimo

The committee for the Planning & Design of Jingu Gaien consisted of
Kimitake Furuichi, Chuta Ito, Toshiki Sano (architecture and civil
engineering), Zentaro Kawase, Seiroku Honda, and Aki Hara (landscape
architecture).

Yoshinobu Orishimo was the leading landscape architect in early days of
modern Japanese landscape planning and design. He had carried out
the trilogy of modern landscape gardens: Shinjuku Gyoen National
Garden, Jingu Naien and Jingu Gaien. When the Great Kanto
Earthquake occurred in 1923, Orishimo introduced the methodology of
park system which had implemented in Jingu Gaien, to the
reconstruction project for preventing the spread of fire.

This methodology became a model for establishing urban infrastructure,
since most of the Japanese cities were made of wood, preventing fires in
urban areas was a serious problems. After the end of World War 11,
reconstruction projects for war damage were carried out in 115 cities
throughout Japan. Major cities in Japan, such as Nagoya, Hiroshima,
Sendai introduced the park system, and it became the foundation of
modern Japanese cities.

11
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2-5 Original use of place

Figure 16 is a map of Jingu Gaien when it was completed in 1926. The
style of the garden is a modern landscape garden (the detail will be
described in Chapter 3), with four rows of Gingko promenade running 300
meters from the main gate, Aoyama-guchi (Photo 10) and the Seitoku
Memorial Picture Gallery built facing a spacious lawn area (Photo 11).
The background of the Picture Gallery is a deep forest, but the entire area
is a mixed forest of evergreen and deciduous trees, which provides a
relaxing environment for people. In order not to spoil the scenery, Jingu
baseball stadium, a sumo stadium, and an athletic field were carefully
built, and the area became the cradle of modern sports in Japan.

The Constitution Memorial Hal had moved along the Musashino cliff and
Japanese garden was created. Tree nursery was created for the planting,
now, it was served as children’s park.

12
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2-6

Changes, additions

The athletic stadium was transferred to the Ministry of Education in
1956 and became the National Stadium. The 1964 Tokyo Olympics were
held at this stadium. In 2016, the decision was made to build new
national stadium, for inviting the 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games.
As a result, Scenic District ordinance was relaxed, and the height limit
for buildings, which had been 15 m or less, was eased. The height of the
new National Stadium became 47.5 m, and 1,750 trees were cut down.
Further deregulation followed, and in March 2022, the urban planning
decision was made to designate the area as an Urban Redevelopment
Promotion District, where two skyscrapers (190 m and 185 m) and a high-
rise building (80 m) would be constructed (Fig.7).

Fig. 17 shows the locations of trees to be cut down as a result of the
redevelopment, surveyed by ICMOS Japan. Fig. 18 superimposes the
redevelopment plan and the location of existing trees, showing that the
redevelopment plan does not pay any respect to the cultural heritage of
Jingu Gaien.

. lOtl(‘} Tree.sl ¥
* would be
et '

Fig.17 The location of existing trees Fig.18 The superimposed map with
(above 3m height), which will be cut redevelopment plan and existing trees
down by the urban redevelopment plan

Current condition

On February 17, 2023, the TMG approved the implementation of the
urban redevelopment project, allowing trees to be cut down in Scenic
District. Photo 12 shows the 100-year-old forest of the Kenkoku Kinen
Bunko. This forest is to be cut down to make way for a new rugby
stadium. In May 2023, the steel wall was erected to hide the forest
(Photo 13~15). Over 3,000 trees (including trees less than 3 meters in
height) is about to cutting down, including many historical trees.

14
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Photo 12 Forest of Kenkoku Kinen Photo 13 Forest of Kenkoku Kinen
Bunko in 2022 Bunko in April 2023.
The steel wall had erected to hide the
tree cutting. Many citizens formed a
human chain and expressed their
opposition.

Photo 14  Full blossom of Photo 15 The forest of Chianthus

Chioanthus retusus. This tree had retusus had completely hidden by the
been designated as protected species steel wall in May 2023. In summer time,
in 1926. the steel plate walls absorb the heat and

trees will be severely damaged.

Photo 16 Blossom of Chioanthus Photo 17 Precious forest of
retusus. Castanopsis cuspidate var.
sieboldii would be cut down

2-8 Original design intent and use VS. Proposed urban redevelop plan

The original design intent of Jingu Gaien was to create a place of
relaxation and enjoyment for people, while the forest in Jingu Naien
was a sacred forest. Based on this principle, firstly, forests and ponds
were created for fostering the natural beauty, and a vast lawn area was
created at the centre for freeing minds and enjoying the beautiful
scenery.

The following photos are the comparison between the existing condition
and the proposal of developers. It is clear that the cultural landscape in

15
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Jingu Gaien would be completely destroyed by this urban
redevelopment.

(1) Main scenery of Jingu Gaien from the Aoyama gate
<Existing Condition>
Four rows of beautiful Gingko trees are the entrance to Jingu Gaien. The
outfield stands of Jingu Stadium will be constructed just 6 m from the
Gingko tree, a baseball stadium with a hotel, and skyscrapers of 190 m and
185 m will be built. The environment in which the Gingko tree grows will
change drastically in water circulation, sunlight, etc., causing the

difficulties in sustainable growth.
: . : A

Photo 18  Four rows of Gingko Promenade

tree

<Future>

Fig.19 Proposed skyscrapers Fig.20 Proposed Jingu baseball stadi
Mitsui Fudosan Co.Ltd, 190m by Meiji Jingu Shrine, with hotel
Itochu Co.Ltd

Tyl

ub

Mitsui Build.
185m Jingu Stadium

Ttoeyu Build. 2
190m

Ginko Promenade

Fig.21 The drastic change of historical scenery.
Credit: Berman Design, www.BERMANARCHITECTURE.com
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(2) Wide lawn in front of the Seitoku Memorial Picture Gallery
< Existing Condition >

Photo 20  Existing scenery from the lawn area to the Gingko

< Future >

Rugby

Ginko Promenade Stadium

Fig.22 CG from the same angle CG of photo 20. The right side is Rugby stadium
and tennis court for members’ only.
Credit: Berman Design, www.BERMANARCHITECTURE.com.

Sky Scrapers
Jingu Stadium
Rughby Stadium

Fig.23 Urban complex of skyscraper will deprive the large sky from people.
Credit: Berman Design, www.BERMANARCHITECTURE.com.
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3-0 Description (history and technology)

3-1 Physical description

The landscape design of Jingu Gaien (the outer garden) is a "modern landscape
garden", created as a pair with Jingu Naien (the inner garden), and is
unprecedented in the history of gardens worldwide.

Jingu Naien was created based on the tradition of the ancient Japanese
Shinto shrine garden. It is called Rinsen, which means a sacred forest with a
solemn and majestic appearance. By contrast, Jingu Gaien was created as a
garden where visitors could enjoy a stroll in a clear, relaxed, and beautiful
environment.

Fig. 24 shows the style of Jingu Gaien, with four rows of Gingko promenade
as the axis to the Seitoku Memorial Picture Gallery. The vast lawn was created,
and the forest edge is shifting from sparse forest to evergreen broad-leaved
forest as it goes on. The sports facilities for physical and mental training were
built behind tall trees to minimize their height so as not to spoil the overall
landscape. On the contrary, Fig. 25 shows the forest of Jingu Naien, which has
passed 100 years since its foundation, and became a sacred forest.

Deep Forest
Ever Green
trees

Memorial Gallery

Wide Lawn

Gradual transition
from sparse deciduous
broadleaf forest to
evergreen broadleaf

forest

Four Rows of
Ginko Promenade

Fig.24 The Structure of the landscape design in Jingu Gaien
(This photograph was taken, when the lawn area had used as a sub-track of Olympic
and Paralympic Games in 2021.)
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Fig.25 Jingu Naien Photo 21 Former scenery of Photo 22 Jingu Naien in 2020

Plan in 1920 Jingu Naien, Yoyogi
Military ground

3-2 Construction system used

(1) Soil Survey and Improvement
The first step in the construction process of Jingu Gaien was soil
improvement based on a detailed soil survey. The entire area was divided into
a grid of 18m-dissected 18m, and trial digging was carried out to investigate
soil depth and soil properties (Fig. 26).
The foundation supporting the forest is the soil. Based on this survey, it is
recorded that the soil dug up was mixed with muddy soil from Tokyo sewage,
dredged soil from the outer moat, and compost from the army stables, and
that the soil storage area was established and the soil was improved
sequentially.
When Jingu Naien was developed, the top-soil of the existing forest was
ploughed and restored carefully (Photo 23). It can be understood that the
process of soil improvement was extremely important, when there were no
chemical fertilizers existed.

B2 A e e A

Fig.26 Map of Soil Survey in Jingu Gaien (1918) Photo 23 Ploughing of soil in Jingu
Naien (1915)
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(2) Planting design based on predictions of forest community succession
Characteristics of the landscape design in Jingu Gaien is that scientific
planting design had introduced based on the succession of forest communities.
Figure 27 is a projected forest succession map, depicting the composition of the
forest community from the time of creation in 1920 to 50 years after in1970,
100 years after in 2020 and 200 years after in 2120.

It is worth while noting that urban forests were created based on the projection
at a time when the discipline of ecology did not exist.

Since Jingu Gaien had created for the relaxing place for people, it is now 100
years old and has formed the mixed evergreen and deciduous forest seen in

Pinus
Deciduous i i
o | Time of Foundation
Il After 50 years
I After 100 years

IV After 200 years

TR TR r.lL

Fig.27 Projected Forest succession map (proposed in 1920)

Photo 24. Mixed evergreen and deciduous forest in Jingu Gaien
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Fig.28 shows the existing vegetation map of the forest community
conducted by ICOMOS JAPAN in May 2023, which shows a
rich biodiversity forest with 20 ecological communities.

BARENERGFEER  coue

Map of Actnal Vegetation in the Precincts of Meiji Jingn Gaten Surveved in 2023
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Fig.28 Map of Actual Vegetation in the Precincts of Jingu Gaien, surveyed in May 2023
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(3) Forest facing immediate threat of destruction

The Kenkoku Memorial Bunko Forest, a precious 100-year-old forest in Jingu
Ga)ien is about to be destroyed by the construction of new rugby stadium (Fig.
30).

This forest had been planned as a mixed evergreen deciduous forest that
supported the bright landscape of the lawn area and the sparse forest in the
background.

In 1969, the Kenkoku Memorial Bunko was built in a tranquil forest and has
been carried on to this day (Photo 25).

The forest is composed of 149 trees over 3 meters in height, and is a mixed
evergreen deciduous forest with Castanopsis cuspidate var. sieboldii and
Zelkova serrata as the main trees.

There are 65 trees over 100years old, however, only 11 will be preserved.
About 80% will be cut down (Photo 26). For this reason, a widespread opposition
movement is underway. Currently, the forest is surrounded by a steel plate
retaining wall and cannot be seen (Photo 27).

REZSAWIUT

o anwe

o hax

o anligar
[ g

Fig.29 Area of Kenkoku Memorial Photo 25 Kenkoku Memorial

Bunko Forest Orange and Bunko and Zelkova
Yellow trees will be cut serrata and moved

down and moved

Photo 26 Mixed evergreen deciduous
forest, which will be cut down
and moved

Photo 27  Forests surrounded by steel
walls.
Human chain against cutting
down forest (April 2023)
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3-3 Physical context/setting

The topography of Tokyo is characterized by countless small rivers that drain
the Musashino Plateau and flow into Tokyo Bay.

Edo Castle is located on the eastern edge of the Musashino Plateau.

The core area of Garden City Park System is not flat, but has a topographical
feature of a complex combination of plateaus and small valleys. Daimyo 's
gardens in Edo had created in the bottom of small valleys with spring water,
and even today, these Japanese gardens have been inherited in Imperial
Palace, Akasaka, Jingu Naien, and Shinjuku Gyoen National Garden. These
gardens are linked by the Tamagawa Josui waterway and their revitalization

3-4 Social and cultural context and value

The most important cultural significance of Jingu Gaien is that it has been an
important asset of Tokyo since the Edo period,

The most important cultural significance of Jingu Gaien lies in the fact that it
is a large-scale park that constitutes Garden City Park System, which has
been an important asset of Tokyo since the Edo period and could become a
world heritage in the future. The core area of Garden City Park System has
been preserved and inherited for 400 years, but currently only Jingu Gaien is
under threat of development (Fig.30).

Shinjuku Alasaka Mational Imperial Palace
Jingu Nadan
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Yoyogl Park Palace Hibiym Park Gardin
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Imiperial
Palacs

A

" Park Gl
Fio 30 The core of Garden Citv Park Suetem and the lacation of Tinon
3-5 Materials

A distinctive feature of Jingu Gaien is the creation of "gates" that follow the
structure of castles. Eight gates were built (Fig.31).

However, these gates have no doorways and are open at all times, indicating a
spiritual "boundary," which allows us to understand that an attempt was made
to fuse tradition and modernity. Photo 28 shows the main gate, Aoyama-guchi.
A plaza is placed at the entrance lined with Gingko promenade, and
monumental stone gate was built. The conflicting design concept of massive and
open is created by using old stones from the outer moat of Edo Castle and

23



Heritage Alert Template
ICOM O S ver. 2010/06/30

inheriting the masonry.All of the "gates" are still in existence, but only one,
Kasumigaoka Gate, was lost during the construction of the National Stadium
for the Olympic Games. The remaining one is planned to be torn down due to
the construction of the Rugby Stadium, and we are requesting its preservation
(Photo 29,30).

Fig.31 Gates in Jingu Gaien

Photo 29  Kasumigaoka gate (A

3-6 Aesthetic value

The four rows of Gingko promenade is the aesthetic symbol of Jingu Gaien. It
is stated that the Gingko was sown by Orishimo around 1910 in a nursery of
Jingu Naien, transplanted to a nursery of Jingu Gaien in 1917, and planted
inits present location in 1923 (photo 31). Therefore, the tree is 113 years old.
They are called "sibling Gingkoes" because they were sown at the same time
and have grown up together. 146 trees, not a single one of them has withered
(photo 32).

This Gingko promenade was specifically noted as a representative promenade
in Japan in the "Research Report on Gardens and Parks in Modern Times"
compiled by the Agency for Cultural Affairs in 2012, and is listed as an
important example that should be designated as a Place of Scenic Beauty under
the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

Photo 31  Gingko promenade 1930°s Photo 32 Gingko promenade 2023
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The preservation of Gingko promenade is a major premise of this redevelopment
project, and developers have promised to comply with this principle. The Tokyo
Metropolitan Government has also repeatedly requested that Gingko promenade
should be preserved.

However, as shown in Fig.32, a new Jingu Stadium is currently planned to be
constructed only 6m from the trunk of the Gingko tree, and piles reaching 40m in
depth will be driven into the ground. The groundwater supply will be cut off, and
the construction of the stadium will change the environment, such as sunlight and
wind, making it difficult for the Gingko trees to grow permanently.

ICOMOS Japan conducted a tree-by-tree survey of 146 Gingko trees in November
2022 and made the data available to the public.

In the environmental impact assessment report which was approved in Jan. 2023,
developers concluded that all Gingko trees were healthy. However, from the
results of our survey, Gingko trees have significant problems, and the construction
of new stadium will cause the serious impacts for the sustainability of Gingko
promenade (Fig.33, Photo 33).

Gingko promenade are an important cultural landscape that will form a future
World Heritage site, visited by many people not only from Japan but also from
around the world (photo 34) . For this reason, ICOMOS Japan strongly urges that
the redevelopment project of Jingu Gaien be fundamentally reviewed and duly
revised.
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Fig.34 Location of Gingko tree and planned Jingu Stadium
Only 6m from the centre of the tree trunk
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Fig.35 Gingko Tree Survey Photo33  Gingko tree in declining health

Map (ICOMOS Japan,
Nov. 2022)

Photo34 Gingko Promenadé, Nov. 2022
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4-0 Source of Alert
4-1  Proposer(s) of Heritage Alert, contact details

Yasuyoshi OKADA, President of ICOMOS JAPAN

c/o Japan Cultural Heritage Consultancy

Hitotsubashi 2-5-5-13F, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0003, JAPAN
Tel & Fax. 03-3261-5303

E-mail jpicomos@japan-icomos.org

4-2  Groups supporting Heritage Alert and/or nomination, with contact details
Statement on behalf of the Change.org petition “Protect Jingu Gaien's

trees! Rethink the development plan!” (Currently over 218,865 signatures)
https://www.change.org/Save jingugaien (Appendix 2)

Diet Members Caucus for the Protection of Nature, History, and Culture
of Jingu Gaien (Appendix 3)

The Japan Branch of the International Association for Impact Assessment
(Appendix 4)

Volunteers in architecture, landscaping, and urban planning experts
hoping to rethink Meiji Jingu Gaien redevelopment (Appendix 5)

Tokyo Division Executive board of the New Union of Architects and
Engineers (Appendix 7)

Volunteer Association to Preserve Meiji Jingu Gaien for Our Children
(Appendix 8)

4-3 Local, Regional, International significance citations about the place

« Agency for Cultural Affairs (2012), The Research Report on Gardens and Parks
in Modern Times.
« Tokyo Metropolitan Government(2017)), Ground Design for Tokyo, the role of
Parks and Openspaces.
https://www.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/tosei/hodohappyo/press/2017/09/01/11.html
« Shinjuku Ward(2018), Green Structure plan of Shinjuku Ward.
https://www.city.shinjuku.lg.ip/seikatsu/file14 04 00001.html
+ Minato Ward (2021): Landscape plan of Minato Ward
https://www.city.minato.tokyo.jp/sougoukeikaku/kankyo-
machi/toshikekaku/kekaku/kekan/

4-4  Letters of support for Heritage Alert action, newspaper articles, etc.
(1) Letters: Appendix 1~9
(2) Newspapers, Magazines, Articles, TV, : Appendix 10
(3) Foreign Media: Appendix 11
+ the japan times, A controversy forces Tokyo to define “public park”
Dec.22, 2022
- AP NEWS, Tokyo plan likened to putting “skyscrapers” in Central
Park, April 29,2023
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(4) Statement of opposition to the relocation of the rughy stadium:
Appendix 12
+ Save Tokyo’s historic Chichibunomiya Rugby Stadium!
Jan.11, 2023

(5) Statement on the Preservation of the Historic Monuments of Jingu
Stadium: Appendix 13
+ Save Jingu Stadium! Protect this Historical Cultural Asset and
Sacred Baseball Site, Jan.16,2023

4-5 Publications that describe the work/place, bibliography, etc.

Ministry of Home Affairs, Shinto Shrines Bureau (1930),
Meiji Jingu Naien-shi, Tokyo.
Meiji Jingu Shrine Devotional Association (1937),
Meiji Jingu Gaien-shi, Tokyo.
City of Tokyo (1923), City of Tokyo City Historic Sites and Natural
Monuments Photo Vol. 2, Tokyo
Houshin, Kuroda (1928), The Beauty of City, Tokyo.
Tananori, Hongo (1929), The Forest of Shrine, Tokyo
Orishimo Memorial Association (1967), Achievements of Dr. Orishimo
Yoshinobu, Tokyo.
Akira, Sato (1977), Historical Evolution of Parks and Greenspace in
Japan, Tokyo.
Masao, Uchiyama and Toshitaro, Minomo (1981), The Forest of Yoyogi,
Kyogakusha, Tokyo.
Meiji Jingu shrine (1980), Report on Comprehensive Survey of the
Precincts of Meiji Shrine, Tokyo.
Mikiko, Ishikawa(2001), City and Greenspaces, Iwanami-syoten, Tokyo.
Meiji Jingu(2004), Meiji Jingu Sosho Vol 13, Kokusyo Kanko-kai, Tokyo.
Meiji Jingu shrine (2013), 100th anniversary: Second Report on
Comprehensive Survey of the Precincts of Meiji Shrine, Tokyo.
Yoshiko, Imaizumi(2013), Meiji Jingu, the great project that created a
tradition, shincyo-sha, Tokyo.
Mikiko, Ishikawa(2022), Jingu Gaien as a place for people to relax,
Landscape Design Vol 146, 148, Tokyo.

4-6  Time constraints for advocacy (immediate action/delayed action)

The Jingu Gaien redevelopment project was decided on March 10, 2022.

The environmental impact assessment was submitted to the Governor of
Tokyo on August 17, 2022. But, ICOMOS Japan pointed out errors caused
from unscientific analysis in the assessment report, and the matter was
continued for further discussion. However, on May 17, 2023, the Council
concluded its deliberations without hearing any opinion from ICOMS Japan.
As a result, the cutting down of 3,000 trees will begin in this coming
September, and Heritage Alert must be issued immediately.
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5-0 Recommended action (Letters)
The Honorable Fumio Kishida, Prime Minister of Japan
Cabinet Public Relations Office, Cabinet Secretariat,
1-6-1 Nagata-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8968, Japan

The Honorable Tetsuo Saito, Minister of Land, Infrastructure and Transport
Cabinet Public Relations Office, Cabinet Secretariat,
1-6-1 Nagata-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8968, Japan

The Honorable Akihiro Nishimura, Minister of Environment
Cabinet Public Relations Office, Cabinet Secretariat,
1-6-1 Nagata-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8968, Japan

The Honorable Keiko Nagaoka, Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology,

3-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8959, Japan

Mr Shun’ichi Tokura, Commissioner for Cultural Affairs

Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan,

85-4 Shimochojamachido-ri Shinmachi Nishiiruyabunouchicho, Kamigyo-ku, Kyoto-city,
Kyoto 602-8959, Japan

Ms Yuriko Koike, Governor of Tokyo Metropolitan Government
2-8-1 Nishi-Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 163-8001, Japan

Mr Shigeki Miyake, Chairman of the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly
2-8-1 Nishi-Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 163-8001, Japan

Ms Kayoko Hama, Chairman of Tokyo Metropolitan Board of Educational,
Tokyo Metropolitan Government,
2-8-1 Nishi-Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 163-8001, Japan

Mr Masaaki Takei, Mayor of Minato Ward
1-5-25, Shiba-Koen, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511, Japan

Mr Takaya Suzuki, Chairman of Minato Ward Assembly
1-5-25, Shiba-Koen, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8511, Japan

Mr Ken-ichi Yoshizumi, Mayor of Shinjuku Ward
1-4-1, Kabuki-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-8484, Japan

Mr Shin-ichi Hiyama, Chairman of Shinjuku Ward Assembly
1-4-1, Kabuki-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-8484, Japan

Mr Ken Hasebe, Mayor of Shibuya Ward
1-1, Udagawa-cho, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-8010, Japan

Mr Takashi Maruyama, Chairman of Shibuya Ward Assembly
1-1, Udagawa-cho, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-8010, Japan

Mr Takashi Ueda, Presidnt and Chief Executive Officer of Mitsui Fudosan Co.Ltd.
2-1-1 Nihonbashi Muromachi, Cyuo-Ku, Tokyo 103-0022, Japan

Mr Michinari Kujyo, Chief priest of Meiji Jingu Shrine
1-1 Kamizono-cho, Yoyogi, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 151-0052, Japan

Mr Keita Ishii, President of ITOCYU corporation
2-5-1 Kita- aoyama Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-8077, Japan

Mr Satoshi Ashidate, President of Japan Sports Council
4-1 Kasumigaoka-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-0013, Japan
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List of Appendix

ICOMOS Japan: March 29, 2023
“Statement calling for a review of Jingu Gaien Redevelopment Plan”

Statement on behalf of the Change.org petition “Protect Jingu Gaien's t
rees! Rethink the development plan!” (currently over 197,000 signatures)
https://www.change.org/Save jingugaien_en _ June 10,2023

Diet Members Caucus for the Protection of Nature, History, and Culture
of Jingu Gaien: Dec., 2022

“Resolution to Protect the Natural, Historical and Cultural Value of Jingu
Gaien”

The Japan Branch of the International Association for Impact Assessment,
June 15, 2023
“Emergency Recommendation”

Volunteers in architecture, landscaping, and urban planning experts
hoping to rethink Meiji Jingu Gaien redevelopment, Koji Itonaga
(Volunteer representative, Former Nihon University Professor): March,
2023

“Request for withdrawal of authorization for Meji Jingu Gaien
redevelopment project and continued deliberations on environmental
impact assessment”

Prof. Emeritus, Saitama University, Ryotaro Iwami: July, 2023
“The Meiji Jingu Gaien Redevelopment Project Neglects the Proper Use
and Procedures of Planning Measures”

Tokyo Division Executive Board of the New Union of Architects

and Engineers: March 3,2022

“Request to Reconsider the Large-Scale Redevelopment Project for
Meiji Jingu Gaien”

Volunteer Association to Preserve Meiji Jingu Gaien for Our Children
July,2023

“Redevelopment of Meiji Jingu Gaien and Children's Well-Being:

Deprivation of Access to Green Spaces”

Letter from Musician, Ryuichi Salamoto
Feb., 2023. https://www.tokyo-np.co.jp/article/243643

Newspapers, Magazines, Articles, TV,

Foreign Media

+ the japan times, A controversy forces Tokyo to define “public park”

Dec.22, 2022

- AP NEWS, Tokyo plan likened to putting “skyscrapers” in Central

Park, April 29,2023
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Appendix 12 Statement of opposition to the relocation of the rugby stadium:
+ Save Tokyo’s historic Chichibunomiya Rugby Stadium!
Jan.11, 2023
Appendix 13 Statement on the Preservation of the Historic Monuments of Jingu
Stadium

+ Save Jingu Stadium! Protect this Historical Cultural Asset and
Sacred Baseball Site, Jan.16,2023

Reference

Fig.1 Bird’s-eye view of Edo in 1843, opened to free use by internet.
Fig.2 Tokyo Municipal Historic Manuscripts (1923), Waterways Partll, Tamagawa Josui
Waterway,Tokyo.
Fig.3 Created by the National Committee of Cultural Landscape in ICOMOS Japan.

The gardens shown in Great Map of Edo (1843) were converted to parks after the
Meiji Restoration, and the diagram shows this historical background.
Fig.4 Created by Laboratory of Green Infrastructure in Research and Development Initiative,
Chuo University. Graphics was made by graphic designer Noriko & Isao Tsunoi.
Fig.5 Meiji Jingu Shrine Devotional Association (1937), Meiji Jingu Gaien-shi, Tokyo.
Fig.6 Meiji Jingu Shrine Devotional Association (1937), Meiji Jingu Gaien-shi, Tokyo.
Fig.7 Tokyo Metropolitan Government (2021), Parks-Urban Development Program, Tokyo.
https://www.toshiseibi.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/bosai/toshi_saisei/data/kouen_teian_gaiyo 01.pdf
Fig.8 (Left) Tokyo Metropolitan Government (2022), Designated Areas of Scenic District in
Jingu Gaien Area based on the City Planning in Tokyo, Tokyo.
Fig.8 (Right) Shinjyuku Ward (2018), Designated Areas of Scenic District in Jingu Gaien
Area in Shinjyuku Ward based on the City Planning , Tokyo.
Fig.9 Ministry of Home Affairs, Shinto Shrines Bureau (1930), Meiji Jingu Naien-shi, Tokyo.
Fig.10 Geological Survey Bureau of Meiji Government (1883), Suvey map of Tokyo-fu
Akasaka Ward Aoyama Kitamachi Area, Tokyo
Fig.11 Geological Survey Bureau of Meiji Government (1915), Suvey map of Central Area of
Tokyo, Tokyo
Fig.12 Cabinet administration Office (1923), Report of the Great Kanto Earthquake Part I,
attached map,
Tokyo
Fig.13 Tokyo Metropolitan Government (1953), Historical Document of post-Second World
War  reconstruction, attached map of the burned areas in the central Tokyo, Tokyo.
Fig.14 Tokyo Metropolitan Government (1946), Reconstruction Plan for the destroyed area
by the World War I, Tokyo.
Fig.15 Mikiko Ishikawa (2001), City and Green Space, Iwanami Syoten, Tokyo.
Fig.16 Meiji Jingu Shrine Devotional Association (1937), Meiji Jingu Gaien-shi, Tokyo.
Fig.17 Created by Laboratory of Green Infrastructure in Research and Development Initiative,
Chuo University.
Fig.18 Created by Laboratory of Green Infrastructure in Research and Development Initiative,
Chuo University.
Fig.19,20 Mitsui Fudosan Ltd., Meiji Shrine, Japan Sports Council, Itocyu Syoji Ltd. (2023),
Jingu Gaien District Urban redevelopment Project, Tokyo.
https://www.jingugaienmachidukuri.jp/ (last browsing Sep. 4, 2023)
Fig.21,22,23 Credit: Credit: Berman Design, www.BERMANARCHITECTURE.com
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Fig.24 Created by Laboratory of Green Infrastructure in Research and Development Initiative,
Chuo University, based on the aerial photograph, opened to use.

Fig.25 Ministry of Home Affairs, Shinto Shrines Bureau (1930), Meiji Jingu Naien-shi,
Tokyo.

Fig.26 Meiji Jingu Shrine Devotional Association (1937), Meiji Jingu Gaien-shi, Tokyo.
Fig.27 Ministry of Home Affairs, Shinto Shrines Bureau (1930), Meiji Jingu Naien-shi,
Tokyo.

Fig.28 Created by Mikiko Ishikawa, Director of [ICOMOS Japan. Graphics was made by
graphic designer Noriko & Isao Tsunoi.

Fig.29 Mitsui Fudosan Ltd., Meiji Shrine, Japan Sports Council, Itocyu Syoji Ltd. (2023),
Environmental Impact Assessment Report for Jingu Gaien District Urban redevelopment
Project, Tokyo.

Fig.30 Created by Laboratory of Green Infrastructure in Research and Development Initiative,
Chuo University based on the aerial photograph, opened to use.

Fig.31 Created by Laboratory of Green Infrastructure in Research and Development Initiative,
Chuo University based on the map from Meiji Jingu Gaien-shi .

Fig.32 Created by Laboratory of Green Infrastructure in Research and Development Initiative,
Chuo University.

Fig.33 Surveyed and created by Laboratory of Green Infrastructure in Research and
Development Initiative, Chuo University.

Photo 1~4, 6~9, 12~20, 24~30, 32~34 Photographed by Mikiko Ishikawa, director of
ICOMOS Japan.

Photo 5 (upper part) Meiji Jingu Shrine Devotional Association (1937), Meiji Jingu Gaien-
shi.

Photo 5 (lower part) Photographed by Mikiko Ishikawa, director of ICOMOS Japan.
Photo10,11(Left) Meiji Jingu Shrine Devotional Association (1937), Meiji Jingu Gaien-shi.
Photo 10,11(Right) Photographed by Mikiko Ishikawa, director of ICOMOS Japan.

Photo 21 Ministry of Home Affairs, Shinto Shrines Bureau (1930), Meiji Jingu Naien-shi.
Photo 22 The aerial photograph of the central area of Tokyo, opened to use.

Photo 23 Ministry of Home Affairs, Shinto Shrines Bureau (1930), Meiji Jingu Naien-shi.
Photo 31 Meiji Jingu Shrine Devotional Association (1937), Meiji Jingu Gaien-shi.
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ICOMOS Japan
c/o Japan Cultural Heritage Consultancy
2-5-5-13F Hitotsubashi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 101-0003, Japan.
Tel&Fax: +81-3-3261-5303
E-mail: jpicomos@japan-icomos.org

Appendix 1
March 29, 2023

2-2-5 Hitotsubashi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo,101-0003, Japan
Iwanami Shoten Hitotsubashi Bldg. 13F
c/o Japan Cultural Heritage Consultancy

Yasuyoshi Okada, Chairman, ICOMOS Japan
Tel/Fax  03-3261-5303

Email: jpicomos@japan-icomos.org

Statement calling for a withdrawal of Jingu Gaien Redevelopment Plan

Jingu Gaien created and nurtured by the people of Japan, is a public space that
represents the modern era of Japan, and its beautiful park landscape is a cultural
heritage that we are proud to share with the world. The redevelopment plan for Jingu
Gaien has been approved by Tokyo Metropolitan Government (TMG) in March 2022

and the project is currently underway by a corporate group.

Since last year, as the details of this plan were becoming clear, [COMOS Japan
conducted on-site investigations and have come to the conclusion that this
redevelopment project, under the guise of good urban development, will greatly damage
Jingu Gaien where the Ginkgo promenade and historic trees have been preserved very

well through the efforts of many people.

This is not compatible with the report of the project promoter who conducted the
environmental impact assessment. Nevertheless, TMG has accepted the report and is
proceeding with procedures that ignore the wishes of the people, such as making
decisions that reduce the park area and approving projects without responding to errors

and unscientific methodologies in the environmental impact assessment report.

ICOMOS Japan cannot afford to overlook this redevelopment. Since Dec. 2021, when
we submitted our opinions on the "City Planning Jingu Gaien Area District Plan" to the
Tokyo Metropolitan Government, we have visited the Bureau of Urban Development
and the Bureau of Environment of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, and offered

many proposals and requests both to the developers and TMG, as shown in the attached
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ICOMOS Japan

c/o Japan Cultural Heritage Consultancy
2-5-5-13F Hitotsubashi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 101-0003, Japan.
Tel&Fax: +81-3-3261-5303
E-mail: jpicomos@japan-icomos.org

sheet. During this period, the Environment Bureau of TMG encouraged dialogue
between the developers and ICOMOS Japan, but unfortunately, the developers did not
respond to our requests, and TMG never took the opportunity to respond in any way.
The redevelopment project of Jingu Gaien began without any changes to the original
plan.

It is clear that Jingu Gaien is now in a critical condition. This redevelopment project
will eventually destroy this precious cultural heritage in Tokyo. ICOMOS Japan urges
TMG and the developers, to take heed of the voices of the people who cherish Jingu
Gaien, as well as the voices of the residents and people from all over the world, and to

change this redevelopment plan as quickly and as profoundly as possible.
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ICOMOS Japan

c/o Japan Cultural Heritage Consultancy
2-5-5-13F Hitotsubashi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 101-0003, Japan.
Tel&Fax: +81-3-3261-5303
E-mail: jpicomos@japan-icomos.org

List of documents issued by ICOMOS Japan regarding the Jingu
Gaien Redevelopment Project
Website: [COMOS Japan

March 7, 2023: Request for verification of pedestrian traffic safety caused by the relocation of
Chichibunomiya Rugby Stadium and pending tree cutting.

March 7, 2023: Request for the preservation of "Jingu Gaien Kasumigaoka Gate" to be
destroyed by the relocation of Chichibunomiya Rugby Stadium.

February 20, 2023: Request for the answer from the developers about the "false report”
identified by ICOMOS Japan regarding the environment assessment report.

January 29, 2023: Urgent Request - Request pursuant to Article 91, Paragraph 1, Item 5 of the

Tokyo Metropolitan Ordinance on Environmental Impact Assessment.

January 23,2023: Request for Retrial of Environmental Impact Assessment Report, concerning
destruction of ecosystems caused from unscientific methodologies on surveys, forecasts, and
assessments; Unsustainable forest mitigation due to massive tree cutting and inappropriate

transplanting plans; Destruction of the cultural heritage created by the power of citizens.

December 25, 2022: Urgent Request: Do not "lift the restriction on implementation" (Article 61
of the ordinance) by "public notice" (Article 59, Paragraph 1 of the TMG Environmental Impact

Assessment Ordinance).

December 24, 2022: Urgent Request for a "review of fine root cutting and ring peeling
treatment" and for the introduction of the comprehensive study of ginkgo trees toward

permanent conservation.

December 16, 2022: Urgent Survey Report, "Ginko Promenade of Jingu Gaien"
October 3, 2022: Proposal for conservation and succession of Jingu Gaien, a cultural heritage
representing public space in modern Japan - Toward Conservation of "Urban Green Space, as

Common Social Capital”.
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ICOMOS Japan
c/o Japan Cultural Heritage Consultancy
2-5-5-13F Hitotsubashi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 101-0003, Japan.
Tel&Fax: +81-3-3261-5303
E-mail: jpicomos@japan-icomos.org

April 26, 2022: Proposal to avoid cutting down trees and restore Jingu Gaien, a masterpiece of

modern Japan.

February 7, 2022: Proposal for the succession to the future of Jingu Gaien, an outstanding

cultural heritage created by the public's donation, dedication and service.

February 1, 2022: Trees planned to be cut down or transplanted according to the Jingu Gaien
Area District Plan.

December 28, 2021: Opinion on the " City Planning Jingu Gaien Area District Plan”



Appendix 2
June 10, 2023
Statement on behalf of the Change.org petition “Protect Jingu Gaien's trees! Rethink the

development plan!” (currently over 197,000 signatures)
https://www.change.org/Save jinqugaien en

The historic Jingu Gaien park area was created 100 years ago through donations from the
public to provide a much-needed oasis of greenery in the city center. The park is famed for its
iconic avenue of four rows of magnificent gingko trees, as well as thousands of other trees. This
area also houses two much-loved stadiums of historic importance to baseball and rugby fans,
and some low-cost and free-of-charge sports facilities for the general public.

A large-scale redevelopment project has been planned for the area, through a public-private
collaboration between real estate developer Mitsui Fudosan, partial landowner Meiji Jingu
Shrine, partial landowner Japan Sports Council (part of the national government), and Itochu, a
company which has its headquarters adjacent to the park.

The redevelopment plans involve removing some of the park facilities entirely and shuffling
others around to make room for two new high rises to rent as offices and serviced apartments.
These will tower over the area.

Itochu will rebuild its headquarters, which is adjacent to the park, at nearly twice the current
height (made possible by its purchase of air rights through the project).

The two stadiums and an expensive members-only tennis club will be rebuilt in new locations,
resulting in the cutting down of thousands of trees as well as the wasteful scrapping of
structures that could be renovated and continue to be used. The iconic rows of gingko trees will
also be endangered by placement of the new baseball stadium just 6 meters from their trunks.

In addition to the loss of greenery, there is also a fairness issue at play here. All of the other
public sports facilities currently in the park will be eliminated under this plan, with only the one
that caters to the elite remaining.

Experts, including the Japan Committee of the UNESCO-affiliated International Council on
Monuments and Sites, have raised concerns about the overall plan and in particular the
slipshod way in which the environmental assessment was conducted.

Citizens have raised their voices to demand that the project be canceled or at least re-
considered. More than 285,000 signatures have been collected on four petitions protesting the
plan (ours and three others). Local residents have even filed a lawsuit. There has been
significant media coverage both inside and outside Japan (including in the New York Times),
and three Japanese newspapers (the Asahi Shimbun, the Mainichi Shimbun, and the Tokyo
Shimbun) have published editorials calling for the development plan to be revised.

A local group centered on parents of children who attend a school adjacent to the park
(Volunteer Association to Preserve Meiji Jingu Gaien for Our Children) has also spoken out,
with concern of the effect on their children’s rights to a healthy environment, and their rights to a


https://www.change.org/Save_jingugaien_en

quality education (as learning in a natural environment is a precious experience for children
living in an urban area).

A group of university students (Amamo) has also been active in calling for the redevelopment
plans to be revised. As members of the young generation, they are especially concerned about
how the country is to be developed, because they are the ones who will live in the future of the
country. Their voices are often difficult to reach effectively to the politicians who are elected in
Japan’s highly-aging society.

The members of the development consortium, as well as the Tokyo Metropolitan Government,
have ignored these public voices. They seem intent on foisting the project onto the public no
matter what concerns are raised. The absence of stakeholder dialogue is striking.

As procedural aspects of a right to clean and healthy environment, the local community
surrounding the project site has a right to access to information as well as a right to public
participation. However, those rights have been violated due to the fact that the project was
developed behind closed doors through non-public discussions between the developers and the
Tokyo Metropolitan Government with no opportunity for public participation. Even when the
project details were announced, the developers did not reveal how many trees would be cut
down under the plan. It took Professor Ishikawa of ICOMOS conducting an on-the-ground study
comparing the plans to the trees in the park to bring to light the extensive tree felling that would
be required. These issues would have been prevented if the central government of Japan had
performed its duty to protect those human rights by, for example, a national-level policy to
regulate how local governments and businesses conduct real estate development projects.

The project has been rushed through the approval process. The Tokyo Metropolitan
Government’s Planning Commission quickly approved the project after it was submitted,
claiming that there had been “sufficient discussion”, when in actuality there had been no public
discussion whatsoever, and most members of the public only learned about the project after the
Commission approved it. Serious concerns repeatedly raised by members of the environmental
assessment committee and by ICOMOS have been brushed aside by the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government employees who manage the environmental assessment committee. The Tokyo
Metropolitan Government approved the plan even though the head of the environmental
assessment committee clearly stated that the committee was “unable to give the plan a go-
ahead sign.” This cutting of corners on an already weak approval process is another aspect of
how the procedural aspects of a right to clean and healthy environment are being infringed.
Again, these issues could be prevented by stronger national laws governing how local
governments and businesses conduct real estate development projects.

Both Mitsui Fudosan and Itochu make claims about their ESG credentials and commitment to
human rights and the UN Sustainable Development Goals, but their behavior on this project tells
a different story. The planning for the project was conducted with no chance for the public to
participate or express their views, and the companies still have not held sufficient explanatory
meetings with local residents, despite many such requests.

This pattern of large-scale developments on public lands leading to large numbers of trees
being cut down, favoritism toward profit-making entities over the interests and rights of the
public, and lack of opportunity for meaningful public participation in the planning and approval
process, is a pattern currently being repeated throughout the country. Jingu Gaien is the most
prominent example, but the same issues play out over and over across Japan due to structural
tendencies in how government operates here.



The Jingu Gaien redevelopment project has strong links with the Tokyo Olympics held in 2021.
Some say that bringing the Olympics to Tokyo was an excuse to redevelop Jingu Gaien. When
the new National Stadium was built for the Olympics, that became the pretext for removing the
height restrictions in the landscape preservation zoning overlay over the entire park area,
paving the way for the current redevelopment plan. One of the motivations behind the design of
the new rugby stadium is to make money to offset the ongoing losses from new National
Stadium, which was costly to build and maintain and is seldom used.

To say that this is a reckless plan riddled with problems is an understatement. It is incredible
that such an outrageous plan has been approved. But there is still the possibility to get it
changed if we as citizens speak up loudly enough. We need to raise our voices and not give up!

This petition asks the Tokyo Metropolitan Government to rescind its approval of the Jingu Gaien
redevelopment plan. We believe there needs to be a rethink from scratch about what is the
future shape of Jingu Gaien, that involves the public and experts, and that considers
environmental and historical preservation aspects.



Appendix 3

Resolution to Protect the Natural, Historical and Cultural Value of
Jingu Gaien

Jingu Gaien (Meiji Jingu Outer Gardens) was originally created in the Taisho period
(1912-1926) as an integral part of the sacred forest of the Meiji Jingu Shrine, which
was built in dedication to the deceased Emperor Meiji. In honor of the legacy of
Emperor Meiji, many people from all over Japan participated as volunteers in its
creation. The trees planted by them at that time are now over 100 years old,
providing precious open space for people’s recreation rich in natural features and
exhibiting historical and cultural value that is appreciated not only by Japanese
people but also internationally. It can be considered to be an early example that is
compatible with the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals that we
advocate today. It also serves as an evacuation site for local residents of the broad
surrounding area in the event of a disaster.

However, the Jingu Gaien redevelopment project recently permitted by the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government has a number of issues of grave concern, including the
cutting of thousands of trees, the re-construction of a baseball stadium threatening
to kill some of the beautiful gingko trees, and eventually to destroy the gingko
promenade, negative visual impacts to be caused by new skyscrapers, and the
possibility of people suffering from stronger “building winds”.

To protect the present wonderful scenic beauty and rich natural features of Jingu
Gaien, together with its economic value benefitting the surrounding area, too, as
well as its venerable historical value, we strongly request that the ginkgo
promenades of Jingu Gaien be designated and protected by the national
government of Japan as a Place of Scenic Beauty under the Law for the Protection
of Cultural Properties and that the redevelopment project of Jingu Gaien be
fundamentally reviewed and duly revised.

December 2022
Diet Members Caucus for the Protection of
Nature, History, and Culture of Jingu Gaien

Leader of the Diet Members Cauc

Hajime Funada, Member, House of Representatives ofJap?@-_
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Appendix 4

June 15, 2023
RECOMMENDATIONS
To: Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike regarding
the environmental impact assessment (EIA) of the Jingu Gaien Redevelopment
Plan

From: The Japan Branch of the International Association for Impact Assessmeht

(TATA)

Emergency Recommendations

1. The Tokyc Metropolitan Government should invite ICOMOS
Japan specialists to the deliberation council and hold a public
discussion in order to clarify, from a scientific standpoint, whether
there is any false or erroneous data in the EIA.

2. The Tokyo Metropolitan Government should withhold its approval
and order the developers to stop any work until the points in questions
are cleared up as the advisory body of UNESCO, ICOMOS Japan, has
expressed serious concerns about the EIA.

TATA is the world’s leading academic society in the field of EIA, consisting of experts
from over 120 nations and regions, which is designated as the representative
organization in the field of EIA from the United Nations.

IATA The leading global network on impact assessment

Its Japan Branch has serious concerns about the EIA of the Jingu Gaien
Redevelopment Plan promoted by the Mitsui Fudosan and ofher three companies, and
makes recommendations to take appropriate measures to secure sustainability, which
is the primary ohjective of EIA,

Concerns on the EIA

» Flaws in the EIA Framework: Jingu Gaien is a rare urban park in the world,
established in 1926 by the public donating money, trees, and voluntary labor. Ever since,
this public space has served as a valuable oasis in central Tokyo, serving not only the
citizens of Tokyo but also vigitors from both Japan and abroad. The EIA of this
redevelopment plan, however, has not assessed the true value of Jingn Gaien.
Deliberations at the Chosa Keikakusyo (survey planning) stage of the EIA, equivalent to
scoping stage, were inadequate. Important items such as its historical value, which is
said to be of UNESCO World Heritage level, the value of the urban green space to be



preserved, biological diversity, etc., were not appropriately assessed. The framework
makes it all but impossible to assess the negative impact to sustainability.

- Lack of Scientific Analysis: In the deliberation of the Draft EIA Report stage, flaws in
the data were pointed out repeatedly with regard to the ecosystems and the avenue of
gingko trees in the area, but the EIA Report was approved in January 2023 without the
developers providing adequate information. Just before that, however, ICOMOS Japan
(the Japan committee of ICOMOS, the advisory body of UNESCO), based on detailed on-
site investigation, pointed out that the EIA Report contains many false data. Ken-ichiro
Yanagi, Chairperson of the Deliberation Council, saying the Council could not give the
go-ahead as is, asked the developers to produce counterevidence. The counterevidence
by the developers was produced at the general meeting of the Deliberation Council held
i April and May, but, without the presence of the ICOMOS Japan experts who pointed
out the flaw, the meeting ended up being just a one-sided explanation by the developers,
with only perfunctory scientific discussion.

+ EIA Process Management Issues: ICOMOS Japan, based on the decision of the board
of its directors, has provided concrete data for 58 items (according to the answers from
the developer) to point out that the EIA Report contains many false data and the
developers have the responsibility to produce concrete data as counterevidence. For this
to happen, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government office should have withheld the approval
of the EIA Report and invite both the ICOMOS Japan experts along with the
developers to hold public discussions, but this has not taken place yet.

It is for these reasons that the JAIA Japan Branch has made the Emergency

Recommendations above.

TATA Japan Branch |
Representtive Harashina, Sachihiko, Ph.D. _ 5
President, Chiba University of Commerte
Past President of JATIA ——

Sub-Representative Tanaka, Akira, Ph.D.

Professor, Tokyo City University
Secretariat General Murayama, Takehiko, Ph.D.

Professor, Tokyo Institute of Technology
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March 8, 2023
To: Tokyo Governor, Yuriko Koike and others

Request for withdrawal of authorization for Meji Jingu Gaien redevelopment project

and continued deliberations on environmental impact assessment

From: Volunteers in architecture, landscaping, and urban planning experts hoping to rethink
Meiji Jingu Gaien redevelopment

Koji Itonaga (Volunteer representative, Former Nihon University Professor)

summary

As experts, we request that the authorization for the Meiji Jingu Gaien redevelopment project be withdrawn

and that the environmental impact assessment be continued. This redevelopment project is not proceeding

through administrative procedures that ensure the full participation of many Tokyo residents and experts.

Large-scale remodeling of cities should be carried out with respect to the will of the city residents who live

there. Over time, Jingu Gaien has become a place of natural, cultural and scenic value at the heart of Tokyo.

It has become a place of relaxation, a place of exchange, and a place to feel history for Tokyo residents and

visitors from Japan and abroad. A large-scale alteration of Tokyo's precious treasure space should not be

realized without the understanding and support of many citizens.

We request that the administrative approval of this project be withdrawn from the following professional

viewpoints.

1. The green spaces that form the core of central Tokyo should be preserved.

2. The historical value of Japan's first legal scenic district, which has been maintained for

a century, should be respected.

3. Buildings with historical value should be restored and preserved, not demolished.

4. The valuable base space for urban disaster prevention in Tokyo cannot be reduced.

5. The decision-making process for redevelopment projects through the use of the Park-Urban
Development Program, which is the outline of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, and the application
of redevelopment promotion districts is undemocratic.

Public spaces such as a park desginated by the City Planning Law must not be destroyed by the forced
decision process.

. Redevelopment of skyscraper construction by volume transfer in urban park area is a problem.

. Demand disclosure of environmental impact assessment information and a proper and fair process.

. The Tokyo Metropolitan Environmental Impact Assessment System should be reviewed.

O o~ N

. These urban redevelopment projects generate a huge amount of CO2 emissions during construction,

which goes against decarbonization.



Professional Volunteer Member

Name Affiliation Specialized field

Koji Itonaga Former Nihon University Professor Architecture

NPO-EcologyArchscape, Representative City and Rural Planning

Mikiko Ishikawa Prof. Research & Develpoment Initiative, Landscape Architecture
Chuo University, City and Regional Planning
Prof. Emeritus, The university Tokyo

Director of ICOMOS JAPAN

Ryotaro Iwami Prof. Emeritus, Saitama University City Planning

Junichiro Ookata Prof. Emeritus, The university Tokyo City Planning

Sachihiko Harashina | President, Chiba University of Commerce | Environmental Planning and
Professor emeritus, Tokyo Institute of Policy Making
Technology Impact Assessment

Representative, JAIA Japan Branch

Masaya Fujimoto Honorary Chairman of Architecture
Japan Federation of Architects & Building

Engineers Associations

Toru Wakayama New Union of Architects and Engineers City and Regional Planning

J“% 00 203

% As of May 2023, 728 experts and citizens have agreed.
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The Meiji Jingu Gaien Redevelopment Project Neglects the Proper Use and
Procedures of Planning Measures

The Meiji Jingu Gaien Redevelopment Project is being carried out by using three planning measures in an
integrated manner. The way these measures are used, however, places the highest priority on the interests of

the developers, is undemocratic, and is suspected of being illegal.

The Park-Urban Development Program to Create Land for Skyscrapers
The Park-Urban Development Program removes an unused park area from a park designated by the City Planning
Law, and allows a developer to develop the removed area on the condition that the development creates a
green space meeting specific criteria. It intends to promote urban development while creating a park. The
Park-Urban Development Program used for this redevelopment project, however, gives the highest priority
to urban development while sacrificing the creation of a park. The plan proposed by the developers regards
the site of the rugby stadium, which is not unused, as an unused park area without any reason, and removes
a park area of 3.4 ha to build two skyscrapers, 185 m and 80 m tall, there. Undermining the park function, it
does not give serious attention to creating a green space.

The program is not based on the law; it is nothing but an administrative rule. It was, however, used to
Justify modifying the park designated by the law, which means that the program is placed in a superior

position in city planning,

The District Plan to Establish a Redevelopment Promotion District to Remove Strict Planning
Regulations in the Park

This district plan intends to significantly relax planning regulations in order to promote the intensive use of
unused land. This district plan was decided for the entire redevelopment area including the removed park area
to abolish strict planning regulations, obstacles to the redevelopment project, in Jingu Gaien,

For example, the plan abolished the height limit of 15 m based on the scenic district designated for Jingu
Gaien, enabling the construction of a baseball stadium with a hotel of 60 m in height, as well as a domed
rugby stadium of 55 m in height. In addition, the plan drastically increased a floor-area ratio outside the
designated park area by relaxing and transferring floor-area ratios, enabling the construction of two
skyscrapers, 185 m and 190 m tall.

This district plan, which was based on a proposal made by the developers, was decided without sufficient



explanation while it was not presented to the city planning council as well as residents.

It is, in the first place, contrary to the original aim of the district plan to use this plan for a designated park.

An Unprecedented Redevelopment Project for a Park Designated by the City Planning Law
An urban redevelopment project is based on the Urban Redevelopment Law. It is usually implemented as a
city planning project, but the Jingu Gaien Redevelopment Project is implemented without being decided as a
city planning project. This redevelopment project is not only huge but also for the Jingu Gaien, the precious
common property of the citizens of Tokyo. Not implementing it as a city planning project is contempt of city
planning with the aim of promoting the public welfare.

Because the project did not follow the procedure for a city planning project, citizens were deprived of the
opportunity to participate while the city planning council was not able to discuss the appropriateness of the
project.

Since the project has not been decided as a city planning project, the environmental impact assessment
was conducted for facilities and buildings that were not specifically decided by law. This is a serious flaw in
this environmental assessmert.

In the first place, an urban redevelopment project is not intended for a park designated by the City
Planning Law. The project plan, therefore, would not meet requirements to be accepted, strongly suspected

of being iltegal.

As discussed so far, serious flaws are found in planning for the Jingu Gaien Redevelopment Project. It is
unacceptable that such unjustified planning destroys Jingu Gaien, precious cultural property and public space

for the citizens of Tokyo.
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Ryotaro Iwami, Urban Planning Researcherrr»
Prof. Emeritus, Saitama University’-"
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March 3, 2022
Request to Reconsider the Large-Scale Redevelopment Project for Meiji Jingu Gaien

Tokyo Division Executive Board of the New Union of Architects and Engineers
executive director Kazuo Chiyoza

We are a group of architects and engineers engaged in architecture and community design that respects the unique
and varied history of Tokyo. Meiji Jingu Gaien, since its completion in 1926 with the help of citizens’ money and
labor, has been popular among the citizens of Tokyo as a precious inner-city open space representative of Tokyo.
However, a large-scale redevelopment project now threatens to completely transform the park. The change to the
district plan adopted by the Tokyo Metropolitan Planning Council in February 2022, deregulation using the Park-
Urban Development Program, development plans such as the redevelopment project—these result in various
problems that we, as a group specializing in architecture and community design, simply cannot overlook. Here, we
express our view on the large-scale redevelopment project for Jingu Gaien, and demand that the concerned
governmental departments and developers reconsider the project.

1. Reducing the park area in order to build skyscrapers is a serious problem ;

Using the Park-Urban Development Program, the redevelopment plan regards the site of the Prince Chichibu
Memorial Rugby Stadium, about 4.7 ha in area, which is now a part of the park designated by the City Planning
Law, as an unused park area. The plan removes an area of about 3.4 ha of the site from the designated park area to
build two skyscrapers, 185 m and 80 m tall. This is a fundamental problem with the program and the plan, and this
must be reconsidered.

2. Conserve historic existing trees and cut down as few trees as possible

ICOMOS Japan has already submitted an opinion about greenery to the Tokyo Metropolitan Government,
demanding that the redevelopment plan be modified. We support the opinion. In our view, it is possible to minimize
the number of trees to be cut down by repairing existing facilities at the current locations.

3. Preserve the historic, invaluable landscape instead of destroying it, and save open space

The rows of ginkgo trees, which extend to the north from Aoyama Street, have grown large since the park was
established. A view toward the Meiji Memorial Picture Gallery in front contained only the sky, except for trees
behind the museum—an invaluable landscape for the inner city. The redevelopment plan would clearly reduce
precious open space to a great extent, destroying the historic landscape. We strongly demand the reconsideration of

this plan.

4. Restore and repair in an environment-friendly manner instead of relying on large-scale redevelopment

Redevelopment involving large-scale buildings is not necessary to renew sports facilities. Today’s top priority is to
reduce CO: emissions; it is required to use existing buildings and facilities for as long a period as possible. It The
renewal of the Jingu Baseball Stadium and the rugby stadium are possible by repairing and renewing facilities in
accordance with the times while respecting their history. Such renewal should be pursued; that is the way of building

in this area.

S. Planning that leads to empathy and understanding among the citizens of Tokyo

It is a serous problem that a large-scale redevelopment project that transforms Jingu Gaien, a historic large open
space in the inner city popular among many citizens of Tokyo, proceeds without communicating sufficient
information to the citizens. We consider that Jingu Gaien should be improved for the benefit of the citizens. For this
purpose, we as architects and engineers would like to work with the citizens to create an alternative plan reflecting
their wishes.




Appendix 8

Redevelopment of Meiji Jingu Gaien and Children's Well-Being:
Deprivation of Access to Green Spaces

We are a group opposing urban development and raising concerns about plans to redevelop the Meiji Jingu Gaien
area which poses a threat to children's green space access. Due to lack of adequate response from organizations
involved in the redevelopment project, we are campaigning to protect 10 child rights and preserve the Gaien

gardens.

® Main Point:

Our volunteer group consists of local residents who consider the Meiji Jingu Gaien an integral part of daily life and
raise children in green environments. We are delivering the voices for governments and developers as this essential
public space is being targeted for redevelopment because of the obsession with the so-called “economic growth
supremacy,” which, as a result, puts local children and families at risk of losing their rights to a certain standard of

living guaranteed to them by the Constitution of Japan.

The Jingu Gaien area is a public space established 100 years ago with private donations, built with collective efforts
of more than 7 million citizens and 110,000 volunteers. For the past century it has served as a rest spot for local
residents, an oasis of greenery in the city center and a space available to everyone. However, rules and regulations
to protect the park have been amended to allow developers to turn the arca into a commercial hub dominated with

two 185-meter-tall skyscrapers.

We have carried out a wide range of activities so far, including demanding explanations to relevant companies,
holding symposiums, organizing petition drives, and submitting public comments. Still, we have not received a
satisfying response from the corporate side. Despite our protest, construction work has begun in February this year,

with developers planning to cut down 3,000 trees in September.

M The 10 rights of a child threatened by the redevelopment plan are as follows:

1. The right to use green space as a source of healing

2. The freedom to look up at the vast, blue sky

3. The right to breathe fresh air

4. The right to walk outside on hot summer days

5. The right to preserve spaces for future generations

6. The right to learn in a calm environment

7. The right to comfortably enjoy sporting events

8. The right to live a safe and secure life

9. The right to receive sufficient explanation about development projects and express opinions
10. The right to receive education that nurtures the heart

The most sinful aspect of this development is that while teaching the SDGs, it is also giving <the reverse teaching

that cuts off the heart> that it is okay to throw away the thoughts and history of our predecessors.



We must do all we can to fulfill the rights of every child. We are filing a complaint about specific violations to their |
rights caused by the Jingu Gaien Redevelopment Project, and we are asking the UN Working Group to acknowledge

the need to reconsider the redevelopment and respect the voices of Japanese citizens.

" At " vith the
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Visit to Gaien by members of the Gaien walking planned by children
Environment Committee of the House of themselres event support
Representatives

handing ever of request

Asking UN support for human rights abuses
suffered by children

July 2023

Volunteer Association to Preserve Meiji Jingu Gaien for Our Children
Leader Nagisa Kato

Haih 1033



Appendix 9

Feb.24, 2023

Dear Ms Yoriko Koike,
Governor of Tokyo Metropolitan Government,

(Translated from Japanese)

Musician, Ryuichi Sakamoto
Photo: from wikipedia

Please excuse my abrupt letter.

I am Ryuichi Sakamoto, a musician.

I would like to tell my thoughts on the redevelopment of Jingu Gaien.

Please read on.

Frankly speaking, we should not sacrifice the precious Jingu trees that our predecessors have spent a

century protecting and nurturing for immediate economic gain.

These trees can benefit everybody, but from the development, only a handful of wealthy people will

benefit. These trees are nature itself, and once lost, they can never be regained.

In New York City, where I live, in 2007, Mayor at that time, Bloomberg launched a project to plant
one million trees in the city.It is based on environmental and mental health considerations, social
justice, and above all, goals for the future. It is a profound thought for the next generation.

Following the lead of NY City, afforestation campaigns are underway in Boston, LA, and other cities

in USA.

Now, people all around the world are working toward the realization of SDGs. However, the
development of Jingu Gaien is far from sustainability.
If you are going to achieve sustainability, you should suspend Jingu Gaien redevelopment project that

is currently underway, and review the plan totally so that we can hand these trees to our future children.

You should clearly identify that Tokyo is a "sanctuary of the city and nature" and take the political
initiative to achieve this goal. I believe that you will win the admiration from the world.
For protecting Jingu Gaien forever, I respectfully request that you will take this opportunity to
designate Jingu Gaien as a Place of Scenic Beauty.
I am looking forward to your leadership.
Ryuichi Sakamoto
https://www.tokyo-np.co.jp/article/243643
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List of newspapers, magazines, articles and TV

From March, 2014 to June, 2023
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THE INDEPENDENT VOICE IN ASIA

A controversy forces Tokyo
to define "public park’

One of the big draws of Tokyo's Meiji Jingu Gaien park is its avenue of gingko trees,
which attract visitors in autumn. | KYODO

BY TIM HORNYAK
CONTRIBUTING WRITER



Dec 22, 2022

It was an unusually warm November morning at Meiji Jingu Gaien in
Tokyo’s Aoyama neighborhood as crowds began to gather. The row of
meticulously manicured gingko trees was resplendent with golden
leaves, drawing Tokyoites and foreign tourists in search of some

seasonal snapshots.

However, the Instagrammable spot has become the symbol of a
growing dispute over if and how the park should be redeveloped.
Activists, bureaucrats and businesspeople have been drawn into a
wider battle about how public parks should be managed and for whose
benefit.

A pair of environmental activists were at Jingu Gaien on that morning
in November, raising awareness about the large-scale redevelopment
plan, which involves the removal of nearly 1,000 trees, and gathering
signatures against it. They were targeting foreign visitors, now

returning to Japan thanks to the lifting of pandemic restrictions.

“Japan is high on the list of major emitters, and I think it needs to
wake up and look at projects like this and ask whether this is
something we should be doing,” says Marian Hara, a long-term

resident petitioning passersby.

In February, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government approved plans to
redevelop a large part of Jingu Gaien to clear the way for high-rise

buildings and the construction of a new Meiji Jingu Stadium and



Chichibunomiya Rugby Stadium, which backers say are aging and in

need of replacement.

The news sent shock waves through the local community, however,
because of the inclusion of a plan to cut down hundreds of trees, an
oasis of green in Tokyo’s enormous expanse of concrete. While the
redevelopment area includes the famous line of gingko trees stretching
from Aoyama-dori avenue toward the Meiji Memorial Picture Gallery
and the National Stadium, the entities behind the project — real estate
developer Mitsui Fudosan, trading house Itochu, Meiji Jingu shrine
and the Japan Sport Council — promised to preserve the famous leafy

corridor.

“The Jingu Gaien area is faced with urban development issues such as
aging sports facilities and other facilities, obsolete athletic and
spectator environments, lack of space for people to casually enjoy
sports and other activities and to enjoy greenery, congestion due to
lack of pedestrian space and lack of continuous barrier-free routes,” a

spokesperson for the Tokyo Metropolitan Government says.

In spring, campaigns to preserve the park gained visibility. Activists
appealed to the public, emphasizing the fact that Jingu Gaien has a
history of nearly 100 years. Opponents included the Japan ICOMOS
National Committee, an advisory entity to UNESCO, which called for
the project to be urgently overhauled. The developers backpedaled,
lowering the number of trees to by felled by 40% from 971.

“In a word, their reaction to public opposition is arrogant,” says Tenco

Tsunoi, a local resident who has mounted a campaign against the



redevelopment, in reference to Mitsui Fudosan. “Although the
company has been publicizing that it has ‘reduced the number of trees
to be cut,’ as if it has taken public voices into consideration, it has no
intention of making any changes in the essential aspects of the project.

It is nothing but deception for such a company to talk about

sustainable development goals and climate change.”
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Jingu Stadium (bottom) and Chichibunomiya Rugby Stadium. Both stadiums are set to

be replaced if a plan to redevelop Tokyo’s Meiji Jingu Gaien area goes ahead. | KYODO

Mitsui Fudosan says the park needs to be redeveloped for the next 100
years in line with guidelines adopted by the Tokyo Metropolitan

Government in November 2018.



“In the urban development of the Jingu Gaien area, we intend to
further develop the area as a bustling, lush and green sports center,” a
Mitsui Fudosan spokesperson says, declining to be named due to
company policy. “We will create an environment and plaza space
where anyone can enjoy sports. We will preserve and transplant
existing trees as much as possible and create new greenery, making
the area more attractive and valuable than before. In the process,

existing trees will be preserved and transplanted as much as possible.”

Hajime Funada, a Diet member for the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party, recently announced a coalition of lawmakers calling for the

redevelopment plan to be revised.

However, the dispute shows no sign of going away, and it may affect

how similar public-private projects are carried out in future.
Hallowed ground

Before it became a shrine to sports, Jingu Gaien was intended to be
another memorial to Emperor Meiji, the great modernizer of Japan. It
was completed in 1926, six years after and about 1.7 kilometers to the
east of Meiji Shrine, his principal monument. Today Jingu Gaien is
dominated not only by the imposing Meiji Memorial Picture Gallery, a
granite and marble monolith from 1918, but three sports stadiums —
the latest built for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

While most of the land at Jingu Gaien is owned by Meiji Shrine, it is

also designated as a Landscape Protection Area.



However, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government revised its parks and
green spaces policy in 2011 to harness the power of the private sector
to develop “unused areas” in parks that had been established 50 or

more years ago.

Under this koen machizukuri (park town development) system, parks
or green spaces can be abolished or changed based on proposals from

the private sector.

Tom Havens, an emeritus professor of Japanese history at the
University of California at Berkeley and Northwestern University,
notes the long history of private involvement in park development,

including 1992 amendments to municipal planning laws.

“These changes allowed, indeed counted on, private investment in
park management to reduce how much public money had to be
allocated,” Havens says. “The City Parks Law was further amended in
2003, privatizing many aspects of park management through detailed

contracts with nonprofits or with private vendors.”

Mixing green space with commercial, sports and cultural facilities is
nothing new in Japan. Opened by Emperor Meiji himself in 1876,
Tokyo’s Ueno Park is one of the oldest public parks in the country and
was built on the remains of the enormous Kan’ei-ji temple, destroyed
in the 1868 Battle of Ueno between pro-imperial troops and shogunal

loyalists.

Ironically, the cash-strapped government of the time had planned to

uproot and sell all the trees on the land to the public to raise funds, but



Prince Yamagata Aritomo, a prominent garden designer, purchased
them, preserving the woods for posterity. That didn’t stop the
construction over the next 150 years of five museums, a university, a
concert hall, a zoo and other facilities on the grounds, not to mention a
Starbucks. These attractions, along with the park’s roughly 800 cherry

trees, draw countless visitors every year.

Urban development

What’s new in park development now is the spread of public-private
partnerships, including private finance initiatives (PFIs). These are
deregulatory measures through which governments outsource the
development or management of public facilities such as parks, ports

and airports to private-sector entities.



To coincide with the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, Shibuya Ward and Mitsui Fudosan
transformed Miyashita Park near Shibuya Station from a green space with tall trees into
a shopping mall with a few shrubs on its roof. | TIM HORNYAK

For instance, to coincide with the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, Shibuya
Ward and Mitsui Fudosan transformed Miyashita Park near Shibuya
Station from a green space with tall trees into a shopping mall with a
few shrubs on its roof. It has the usual outlets of global brands like
Adidas, Louis Vuitton and Gucci as well as a leisure area for
skateboarding, wall climbing and other sports; Mitsui also erected a
high-rise hotel on the site. The Miyashita Park name remains, albeit
with the brand “Rayard” tacked onto it, but along with the trees, the

homeless people who once sheltered there were uprooted years ago.



Mitsui Fudosan then took its Rayard brand to another public park, the
street-length Hisaya Odori in Nagoya. Now a “Mitsui Shopping Park,”
it is lined with shops and amusement facilities and has the appearance
of an open-air shopping mall. Before and after photos of the park
taken from Nagoya TV Tower show a significant loss of trees in the

area.

Another member of the Mitsui Group, trading house Mitsui & Co., is
part of a consortium planning the first park-PFI to be implemented by

the Tokyo Metropolitan Government.

Meiji Metropolitan Park, set to open in October 2023, will be situated
on an area of 7,500 square meters beside the National Stadium and
Jingu Gaien. It will feature a large concrete pedestrian deck, five
commercial facilities such as shops and restaurants, a plaza and a
forested area. The overall goal is to prove people with “an improved
living environment suited to their needs,” according to a Mitsui news

release.

Another PFI project in the capital is the redevelopment of Tokyo Sea
Life Park, a public aquarium in Edogawa Ward’s Kasai Rinkai Park on
Tokyo Bay. It involves the construction of a new aquarium to replace

the existing iconic glass dome designed by architect Yoshio Taniguchi.

Opened in 1989, the dome has been described as aging and irreparable
by proponents of the project. Despite opposition by the Architectural
Institute of Japan, which lobbied to preserve the dome, the project is

going ahead (the ultimate fate of the dome remains unclear). Earlier



this year, the Tokyo government announced the successful bidder for

the ¥43.1 billion project is a consortium led by NEC Capital Solutions.

“The Tokyo Metropolitan Government ignored citizens’ objections and
decided to transfer the entire aquarium functions to the new facility,”
says Motoyasu Muramatsu, an architect who has opposed the project.
“Although the water basin and glass dome connecting the aquarium to
the sea will remain, the freshwater aquarium will be demolished, and
more than 1,000 trees that have grown over the past 35 years will be

cut down, and the rich soil removed.”

Balancing interests

Advocates call PFIs a way of financing public projects that saves
money for taxpayers and the government in a time when public coffers
are increasingly strained. Opponents say they are privatization

schemes that can bilk the public while lining private pockets.

In Britain, which began using PFIs some 30 years ago, the National
Audit Office found in 2018 that PFIs can cost 40% more than using
public money, and there was scant evidence that investment in more

than 700 public-private projects had produced benefits.



Those opposed to the Jingu Gaien redevelopment and similar projects involving public
parks say they reflect how the public is shut out of the decision-making process. | TIM
HORNYAK

Japan, however, continues to explore PFIs under legislation such as
the Private Finance Initiatives Act of 1999. Between that year and
2020, the number of PFI projects in Japan reached 875, representing
a value of some $61 billion, according to a Cabinet Office document,
which states that “PFI has become one of the preferred methods of

developing social infrastructure and is steadily gaining traction.”

Tokyo, meanwhile, sees the private sector as a key player in its plan to

improve parks located amid high-priced real estate.



“The Tokyo Metropolitan Government and municipalities have the
primary responsibility for the development of urban parks and green
spaces. A ‘parks and community development system’ is used to
promote the commercialization of parks and green spaces,” says the
aforementioned Tokyo Metropolitan Government spokesperson. “This
is a system to create comfortable urban spaces with greenery and open
spaces by seizing opportunities for private development, while
balancing urban development and the improvement of parks and

green spaces, and solving local issues.”

Those opposed to the Jingu Gaien redevelopment and similar projects
involving public parks say they reflect how the public is shut out of the

decision-making process.

Rochelle Kopp is a business consultant who has been campaigning
against the Jingu Gaien redevelopment plans. She says she tried to
present a petition against the project, which now has more than
100,000 signatures, to Mitsui Fudosan and Itochu, but both

developers have refused to meet her.

“This is far beyond simply hurting trees — it’s really a question of
democracy and public participation in decisions about the
environment around them,” Kopp says. “Deals have been made in
dark, smoky rooms without public involvement. The whole way of

going about it has been quite abhorrent and disturbing.”

Kopp says much of the planning process for Jingu Gaien took place
out of the public eye, with only the minimum disclosure required

legally. She points to questions about the project’s history raised by



Tokyo Metropolitan Government assembly member Akira Harada,
who received partially redacted planning documents from local

government agencies.

She thinks the argument that aging facilities should be replaced with
newer ones is not convincing and holds that more money should be set
aside for maintenance instead of megaprojects, citing overseas
fundraising entities such as Chicago’s Friends of the Parks, a nonprofit
group that raises money for playgrounds, plants trees and educates the

public.

“I have seen a lot of parks in Japan that are not taken care of and that
is a huge public failing of government, but that doesn’t mean that the
only way to solve it is to turn it into a shopping mall,” Kopp says.
“There’s a reason why we have public spaces and there’s a role for
government, but it just feels like the (Tokyo Metropolitan)

Government wants to abdicate its responsibility.”



AP APNEWS

Tokyo plan likened to putting ‘skyscrapers’ in Central Park

By STEPHEN WADE

April 29, 2023

People gather in front of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government Building in Tokyo, Sunday, April 9, 2023, as
they protest against the Meiji Jingu Gaien area redevelopment project. An area known as Jingu Gaien is
famous for a row of about 150 ginko trees. The redevelopment plans call for razing a historic baseball
stadium and a neighboring rugby stadium in the area and rebuilding them in different spots in the
reconfigured space, making room for a pair of towering skyscrapers and a shopping area. (AP
Photo/Stephen Wade)

TOKYO (AP) — The Jingu Gaien area in central Tokyo is a cultural and historic treasure, a mostly green
space set aside almost 100 years ago with private donations to honor Japan’s famous Meiji Emperor.



With the tacit support of Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike, a real estate company is planning to redevelop
the green enclave with a pair of high-rise towers — about 190 meters (620 feet) each — and a smaller
80-meter (260-foot) companion.

Plans also call for razing a famous baseball stadium where Babe Ruth played — and demolishing an
adjoining rugby venue — and rebuilding them on a reconfigured tract that provides more commercial
space.

“This is like building skyscrapers in the middle of Central Park in New York,” Professor Mikiko Ishikawa
told the Associated Press.

Ishikawa is an emeritus professor at the University of Tokyo who did her masters degree at Harvard. She
studied landscape architecture and Central Park’s history and said the park was an inspiration for the
Japanese — as were European designs — when Jingu Gaien was completed in 1926.

“Tokyo would lose its soul,” said Ishikawa, who described the area as “the showroom of the Japanese
nation” when it was opened.

“Jingu Gaien is a public place, and you should think of it as a commons,” she said.

The controversial, billion-dollar project pits a diverse group of activists, preservations, and local residents
against Koike, the metropolitan government, and real estate developer Mitsui Fudosan.

The project will take more than a decade to complete, but Koike has allowed some limited construction
to begin despite questions about the environmental impact.

“The Jingu Gaien was paid for by private money, maybe the earliest example of crowd-funding,” Ishikawa
said
Opponents have filed suit seeking an injunction to stop the project, which would allow environmental

issues to be addressed and explore if the area needs a radical makeover.

“For me and other people who live in the neighborhood, we never dreamed there would be anything like
this happening,” said Tenco Tsunoi, a graphic designer who opposes the project.

“It was a complete shock,” added Tsunoi, who said the project was done “very quietly” by the city and
the developer.

Activists have gathered almost 200,000 signatures on a petition to stop the project. And a newspaper
poll conducted by Tokyo Shimbun last year showed 69.5% against the project.

Famous Japanese composer and musician Ryuichi Sakamoto, days before his death on March 28, sent an
emotive letter to Koike to oppose the project as his last cause. About 6,000 gathered earlier this month
near the National Stadium to remind Koike of his wishes.

Sachihiko Harashina, an engineer who specializes in environmental planning and is the president of
Chiba University of Commerce, said Koike seemed to favor the developers.



“If the governor has a mind to hear the voice of the people, she should make more communication with
the people,” Harashina said in an email to AP.

Harashina is a leading international and national expert on Environmental Impact Assessment, or EIA. He
termed as “very poor” the quality and thoroughness of the impact assessment on this project.

“I' should say this is one of the poorest ElAs in Japan,” he said. He said the city’s own Environmental
Assessment Committee has pointed out several flaws.

“One of the major problems in the process of the EIA for the Jingu Gaien redevelopment project is the
lack of scientific analysis of the ecosystem of the park,” Harashina said.

Harashina and others say that Koike could stop the project if she wished.

Koike addressed Jingu Gaien several months ago at news conference. A Japanese reporter, posing a
guestion, told Koike that local statutes require her to “take measures in the event that business engages
in fraudulent behavior.”

“There are people who have great interest in this matter — people who are opposed and people who
are very active,” Koike replied. “There are people who voice such concerns but this issue is going through
procedural steps — fraudulent or not.” She said the city council was “currently deliberating on this
matter.”

The flashpoint has been trees, green space, and who controls a public area that has been encroached on
over the years. Also at issue is the fate of more than 100 ginko trees that line an avenue in the area and
provide a colorful cascade of falling leaves each autumn.

The developer says the trees on the avenue will be kept, but 18 others away from the main avenue will
be felled. In addition, Ishikawa said the root system of the remaining ginko trees will be damaged —
perhaps killed — when the new baseball stadium is built within about 8 meters (25 feet) of the tree line.

About 1,500 trees were cut down to build the National Stadium for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

The Olympics, caught up in a corruption and bribery scandal over the last several years, also helped the
city pass legislation to remove height restrictions in the Jingu Gaien area. Activists believe planning for
the project began a decade ago.

“Up until now, Tokyo has preserved a lot of these public spaces,” Ishikawa, the landscape architect said.
“If this goes through, this will be the first one of these preserved places that will be completely
destroyed. This will be like a tidal wave, or the domino effect. If this can go forward in Jingu Gaien,
what’s next?”

This article appeared worldwide, including in the following publications: The Independent, Republic
World, Honolulu Star Advertiser, ABC News, New Delhi Times, CTV News, The Peninsula Qatar,
CapperTek, Semo News, Mainichi Japan Daily News.



Appendix 12

Save Tokyo’s historic
Chichibunomiya Rugby Stadium!

Tsuyoshi Horao

Former Japan National Rugby Team Member

My name is Tsuyoshi Hirao, and I am a former Japan national rugby team member. Chichibunomiya
Rugby Ground is a "sacred place for rugby" in Japan, along with Hanazono Rugby Stadium in the
western part of the country. It has a 75-year history as a dedicated rugby stadium, standing against a
backdrop of rows of ginkgo trees. However, there are plans to relocate Chichibunomiya. The facility
is old and needs to be renovated. However, the new stadium being planned is a rugby stadium in name
only, that will bring little benefit to players and spectators. Building the new stadium will also lead to
the destruction of a 100-year old forest in Jingu Gaien park.

We who love rugby do not want to be part of “sportswashing” that destroys the environment under the
guise of sports. Please support this petition and read futher for more details on why the stadium
rebuilding plan is so problematic.

1. No more games under the blue sky. The roof will not open and close.

One of the most enjoyable aspects of rugby is how you can make the weather work for you. In the
great games of the past, the weather is part of what is etched in everyone's memories. Games in cold
rain or light snow are unique. But the planned new facility will have a closed roof, rather than the
current open-air stadium.

2. Artificial turf will be used.

Artificial turf or hybrid turf will be used in the new stadium. Players may suffer burn injuries as a
result. There will be more serious injuries. Microplastics are also a concern due to the friction created
in the intensity of the competition.

3. The number of spectator seats will be drastically reduced from 25,000 to 15,000, a 40%
decrease.

The number of seats will be reduced by 40%, nearly half. Even now, it is difficult to get tickets for
many games. With 10,000 fewer seats, it will be even harder.

4. Can the new facility really be called a rugby field?

Although detailed plans for the new facility have not yet been released, it has been announced that it
will serve as a venue for live concerts, basketball games, and even ice shows. A large screen will be
installed on the north side of the stands. Although it may be convenient and efficient to have a facility

that can be used for anything, but can such a facility be a "sacred place for rugby” as the current



Chichibynomiya is? The current Chichibunomiya rugby stadium should be renovated rather than
rebuilt, avoiding spending a huge amount of money to build a new facility. Hanshin Koshien Stadium,
which is even older than Chichibunomiya, was transformed into a beautiful ballpark by renovation
work that was done only during the off-season. It was a renovation that respected tradition, preserving
the scenery that was enjoyed by our predecessors. We would like to do the same thing, passing on a
historic stadium to the next generation by renovating Chichibunomiya rugby stadium.

5. The destruction of Jingu Gaien will start with the relocation of Chichibunomiya.

The area where the new facility will be built is home to the National Foundation Memorial Archive

Forest. The first step in the construction will be cutting down approximately 150 100-year-old trees,

thus devasatating the forest. In this time of climate and environmental crisis, is cutting down a 100-

year-old forest an act that we can be proud of in front of our children? After the current

Chichibunomiya rugby stadium is relocated, in its place a high-rise building of nearly 200 meters and

the new Jingu baseball Stadium will be built. The new baseball stadium’s placement will kill the trees

of the famous gingko avenue. Also, the 18 ginkgo trees leading to the east entrance of Chichibunomiya
stadium are scheduled to be cut down. The construction of a new stadium, which will involve
environmental destruction, is out of step with the current trend in the sports world.

Jingu Gaien, along with its 100-year old forest, is a special place where people can become familiar

with sports. The trees in this forest were carefully selected and planted 100 years ago with a variety of

trees, so that it would become a natural and special forest.

These are all the things that will be lost in the redevelopment plan. There is only a short time left

before this plan is approved, so please support us by signing this petition. Let's protect the “Sacred

Place of Rugby" and pass down Chichibunomiya rugby stadium to the next generation with pride.

Endorsers:

Kobhei Saito (Associate Professor, University of Tokyo)

Tatsushi Fujiwara (Associate Professor, Kyoto University)

Photo: Wikimedia Commons Edomura no Tokuzo
https://www.change.org/p/%E7%A7%A9%E7%88%B6%E5%AE%NAE%E3%83%A9%
E3%82%B0%E3%83%93%E3%83%BC%E5%A0%B4%E3%82%92%E3%81%93%E3
%81 %AE%E5%9C%B0%E3%81%A7%E7%B6%99%E6%89%BF%E3%81%97%E3%
81%9F%E3%81%84-%E3%83%A9%E3%82%B0%E3%83%93%E3%83%BC%E3%81
%AE%E8%81%96%E5%9C%B0-%E3%81%AE%E7%A7%BB%ES%BB%A2-%E6%9
49%B9%E6%82%AA%E3%82%92%E6%AD%A2%E3%82%81%E3%82%88%E3%81
%86-85a326a7-0477-45de-a7d6-
35fb41a8ee597recruiter=50398483&recruited_by_id=e7{772f0-85a2-11e8-aa85-
3f9d4b12376c&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=p

etition_dashboard


https://www.change.org/p/%E7%A7%A9%E7%88%B6%E5%AE%AE%E3%83%A9%25

Appendix 13
Jan.16,2023
Save Jingu Stadium! Protect this Historical Cultural Asset and Sacred
Baseball Site
Robert Whiting

Meiji Jingu Baseball Stadium (Jingu Stadium) is home to the Tokyo Yakult Swallows and
other professional baseball teams and has been loved by many baseball fans as the "Mecca

of college baseball" featuring teams from the Big Six Universities League.

Jingu Stadium, which opened in 1926, has been the center of Japanese baseball history
along with Hanshin Koshien Stadium. It is one of the only remaining baseball stadiums
where Babe Ruth played, making it a notable place in the history of world baseball. This
stadium is filled with nearly 100 years of tradition and the memories of the players and

spectators who played and cheered there under the wide blue sky.

However, Jingu Stadium is about to be torn down and replaced with a new stadium as part
of the Jingu Gaien redevelopment project. In many ways, this plan is a betrayal of the
expectations of baseball fans, and in addition, it threatens to destroy the surrounding

environment, including endangering the ginkgo trees that are the symbol of Jingu Gaien.
Through this petition we hope to make more people aware of what is happening. We would
appreciate your support and hope that you will sign this petition calling for Jingu Stadium to
be spared.

Petition started by:

Robert Whiting, author of "The Chrysanthemum and the Bat”
Citizens Who Care About Meiji Jingu Stadium

The following is a list of problems with the current redevelopment plan:

(1) The new stadium will be surrounded by a forest of skyscrapers. The baseball

environment will be worsened.



According to the redevelopment plan, three skyscrapers of 190 meters, 185 meters, and 80
meters will be built around the new stadium. Attached to the stadium itself will be a 60-
meter-high hotel building. Surrounding the field with tall buildings will deprive fans of the
spectacular big sky, sunsets and full moons that they have come to love as part of the

Jingu Gaien experience.

In addition, the buildings will create strong winds that will blow onto the stadium, likely
impacting the games played there. Spectators will find themselves sitting in the long
shadows created by the skyscrapers, which will be uncomfortable and make it difficult for
them to enjoy the game. In addition, based on the information shared so far about the
plans, the hotel building will be placed behind the infield stands in a design that may force
the outfield stands to be compressed. If the outfield stands where the fans share their
excitement were to shrink, it would take away half the fun of attending a game at Jingu
Stadium, given the great popularity of the Yakult Swallows oendan. This could cause
people to lose interest in attending games at Jingu Stadium. We ask that further detailed

information about the new stadium plans in this regard be released.

2) Jingu No. 2 Stadium and the softball fields will be eliminated. Thus, the general public

will no longer be able to play baseball at Jingu Gaien.

Jingu Gaien isn’t only a place for professional baseball. It is also a sacred place for
amateur baseball. The Jingu No. 2 Stadium, which has served as the venue for amateur
baseball, will also be demolished as part of the redevelopment plan. The six softball fields
(located in the plaza in front of the Meiji Memorial Picture Gallery) and the adjacent indoor
ball practice building and batting center will also be closed. No replacement facilities will be

provided for any of them. The futsal court and golf practice range will also be eliminated.

In promoting Tokyo as an Olympics host, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government proclaimed
that Jingu Gaien would be a “sports cluster” where “opportunities will be created for
everyone to enjoy sports.” But in reality, the plan is to build non-sports commercial facilities
and courts for an expensive members-only tennis club and steal sports facilities from the
public. We object to the elimination of places where the general public can conveniently
enjoy sports. Shutting out amateur athletes makes a mockery of the spirit of the founding of

Jingu Gaien.



The beloved tradition of Swallows players practicing on the open field in front of the Picture
Gallery will also be lost. The redevelopment plan, as a whole, will alienate the general

public from the game of baseball.

(3) Destruction of an important architectural heritage

Jingu Stadium, which was built as part of the construction of Jingu Gaien, was designed by
Masakazu Kobayashi, who also designed the nearby Meiji Memorial Picture Gallery. The
Picture Gallery is designated as a national important cultural property. Jingu Stadium,
including its beautiful arched colonnade arcade, is also architecturally important and should
be considered a valuable historical cultural asset. The window frames of the stadium’s
colonnade have the same design as those of the Picture Gallery. We cannot stand idly by

and let such a historical cultural asset be lost because of commercial priorities.

(4) The symbol of Jingu Gaien, the rows of ginkgo trees, will be damaged.

The construction of the new stadium will destroy the stadium’s harmony with Jingu Gaien.
The deep pillars that will be driven into the ground for construction of the new stadium’s
outfield fence only 6 meters away from the ginkgo trees will damage their roots, cut off the
supply of water, and inhibit their growth. Just picture in your mind the row of dead gingko
trees after they have withered as a result of the damage from the stadium construction.
How proud will we baseball fans be able to feel about attending games at this new stadium

knowing that it will kill these iconic and beloved trees?

Furthermore, the smaller row of 18 ginkgo trees at the east entrance of the Chichibunomiya
Rugby Stadium are in the way of the new stadium, and so plans are for them to be
transplanted. However, tree experts warn that the likelihood of such huge trees being able

to be transplanted successfully is low, so they will most likely die as well.

Thus, the construction of the new stadium will lead to the destruction of precious 100-year-

old trees.

(5) Huge amounts of CO2 and construction waste will be generated by building a new

stadium.



Beautiful Hanshin Koshien Stadium, built at about the same time as Jingu Stadium, was
renovated during the off-season, giving it a new lease on life. In Boston and Chicago,
stadiums older than Jingu Stadium, Fenway Park and Wrigley Field, have been restored

and are beloved symbols of their cities.

In this era of environmental crisis, Jingu Stadium should be renovated, not relocated and
rebuilt. For the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, which claims to be pursuing a "Green

Transformation," renovation should be the best way forward.

Jingu Gaien, this beautiful place filled with green, has been passed down over generations
and is a special home for our hearts. We who love Jingu Stadium strongly oppose this

redevelopment plan that shuts the general public out of sports.

Governor Koike and the developers, we call on you to halt the Jingu Galen Redevelopment
Plan and renovate our beloved Jingu Stadium so it can be continued to be used going
forward.

Co-signers:

Kohei Saito, Associate Professor, Tokyo University, author "Capital in the
Anthropocene"Marty Kuehnert, 1st Rakuten Eagles GM, Sendai 89ers Senior GM.

https://www.change.org/p/save-jingu-stadium-protect-this-historical-cultural-asset-and-

sacred-baseball-site-surrounded-by-greenery
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