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Short note/Kurze Mittelung

A record of the Indo-Pacifi c tarpon Megalops cyprinoides 
(Broussonet, 1782) in Omani waters
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Zusammenfassung: Im September 2017 wurde erstmals ein 380 mm langes Exemplar des Indopazifi schen 
Tarpuns Megalops cyprinoides mit einem Kiemennetz in den Gewässern von Oman an der Küste von Al-Askhara 
City, 319 km südlich von Muscat City, Oman, gefangen.  Dieser Fund bestätigt das bisher nicht eindeutig 
belegte Vorkommen dieser Art in den Gewässern von Oman. Morphometrischen und meristische Daten 
werden wiedergegeben und mit denen mehrerer Exemplare dieser Art aus anderen Teilen der Welt verglichen. 

We report the record of  the marine fi sh species 
Megalops cyprinoides from the Arabian Sea coast 
of  Oman. It represents a substantial record and 
confi rmation of  its presence in Omani waters. 
The fi sh specimen was caught by gill net in the 
waters off  Al-Askhara City, 319 km south of  
Muscat City (21° 50’ 56.95” N, 59° 34’ 48.31” 
E), on September 28th, 2017. The specimen 
was examined, photographed and identifi ed 
to specifi c level according to RANDALL (1995). 
Morphometric and meristic characters were 
taken following WHITEHEAD (1984). Measure-
ments were recorded to the lowest millimetre 

(mm) by using a digital caliper. The specimen 
is deposited in the fi sh collection of  the Marine 
Science and Fisheries Centre, Oman, Catalogue 
number OMMSFC 1354: Megalops cyprinoides 
(Broussonet, 1782): 1 adult specimen, total 
length 380 mm (fi g. 1). The nearest locality to 
the Arabian Sea coast of  Oman is the Red Sea 
and the Arabian Gulf, where the record of  this 
species has been made respectively (MYERS 1991, 
CARPENTER et al. 1997; AL-BAZ 2007).

Megalops cyprinoides is distinguished from simi-
lar clupeid fi sh species such as Elops machnata and 
Chanos chanos in having large scales, last dorsal fi n 

Fig. 1: Megalops cyprinoides, 380 mm TL collected from Al-Askhara City coast, Arabian Sea coast of  Oman.
Abb. 1: Megalops cyprinoides, 380 mm TL, gefangen an der Küste von Al-Askhara City, Küste der Arabischen 
See von Oman.
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ray fi lamentous and presence of  gular plate and 
26-27 branchiostegal rays (FISCHER & BIANCHI 
1984). The total length of  the specimen of  M. 
cyprinoides obtained in this study (tab. 1) lies just 
over half  of  the average maximum total length 
given for this species (LEY 2008). It is smaller 
than the specimen collected from Tokyo Bay 
(516 mm TL) (HAYASHI 1972). There are 12 
synonyms for M. cyprinoides (ADAMS et al. 2016), 
which may indicate an uncertain taxonomic 
status. 

There is wide disparity on the presence of  M. 
cyprinoides in the Arabian Sea coast of  Oman. 
In the distribution map given by WHITEHEAD 
(1984) is shown that M. cyprinoides is present in all 

Omani waters, i.e. Arabian Gulf, Sea of  Oman 
and the Arabian Sea coast of  Oman. RANDALL 
(1995) has included this species among the fi sh 
fauna of  Oman, but he did not mention where 
he observed the specimen/s from. In addition, 
the image given by RANDALL (1995) was taken 
from a specimen of  the Indian waters. Accord-
ingly, FROESE & PAULY (2018) in FishBase have 
recorded the presence of  this species in Omani 
waters. ADAMS et al. (2016) proposed that M. 
cyprinoides is present in the Sea of  Oman. In the 
distribution map given by GBIF (2018) there is 
no record of  this species from the whole North-
West Indian Ocean. Therefore, the results ob-
tained in the present study will settle down this 

Tab. 1: Morphometric and meristic characters of  two specimens of  Megalops cyprinoides, one  collected from 
the Arabian Sea coast of  Oman (this note) and one collected by HAYASHI (1972) from the Mouth of  Tokyo 
Bay (TL: total length; HL: head length; SL: standard length).
Tab. 1: Morphometrische und meristische Daten von zwei Individuen von Megalops cyprinoides, gefangen an 
der Küste der Arabischen See vor Oman (vorliegende Mitteilung) und in der Mündung der Bucht von Tokyo 
(s. HAYASHI 1972) (TL: Totallänge; HL: Kopfl änge; SL: Standardlänge).
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controversy about the presence of  M. cyprinoides 
in the Arabian Sea coast of  Oman in giving a 
substantial record from Al-Askhara City at the 
southern coast of  Oman.  

The lack of  ichthyological surveys from 
Omani waters could explain the absence of  
preceding established records of  M. cyprinoides. 
The Arabian Sea coast of  Oman lies on the 
waterway traffi c to and from the Strait of  Bab-
El-Mandeb Gulf  and is believed to be one of  the 
busiest waterways in the world, and ballast water 
from ships may have delivered resources for the 
introduction of  the larvae and small juveniles 
of  this species. We do not know whether this 
species has established sustainable populations 
in this region.
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