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Damage to the Kumamoto Castle by “the Meiji Kumamoto Earthquake”

Yasuha KINOSHITA

Kumamoto Castle Research Center, Tetorihoncho,Cyuo-ku
Kumamoto, 860-8601 Japan

The Meiji Kumamoto Earthquake occurred on July 28 1889 The Kumamoto Castle’s stone walls and structures
suffered serious damage by the earthquake, but the exact damage has not been known until now The Kumamoto
Castle was garrisoned by the 6th Division (Imperial Japanese Army) at that time and the 6th Division restored 
stone walls which collapsed and damaged by the earthquake This paper describes the detailed damage of the 
Kumamoto Castle and the process of the 6th Division’s response after the earthquake based on historical documents 
written by the army.
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Fig 1 Map of the area around the Kumamoto 
Catsle

”Kumamoto Area Map No 6” owned by 
Kumamoto City Historical Documents Library
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Table 1 The cource of the 6th Division’s response after the Meiji Kumamoto Earthquake 
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Table 2 Composition of various reports of the Meiji Kumamoto Earthquake 

Table 4 Expense list of the 6th Division 
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Table 3 Damaged areas in the Kumamoto Castle during the Meiji Kumamoto Earthquake
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Fig 2 Map of the damaged areas in the Kumamoto Castle
(contained within “the Various reports of the Meiji Kumamoto Earthquake”) 
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Fig.3 The Map of the Kumamoto Castle Ruins(a part of Honmaru)
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Fig 4  A photograph of damaged 6th Division Gumpowder at Nishidemaru
(owned by National Museum of Nature and Science)

Fig 5 Map of the damaged areas in the Kumamoto Castle (enlarges a part of Nishidemaru)
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