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Abstract

Palaeolithic Hominids of Japan

Shuichiro Narasaki'+Hisao BABAZ+*Shuji MATSU URA®«Megumi KoNDoO?

! Department of Anthropology, Gunma Museum of Natural History
2 Department of Anthropology, National Science Museum, Tokyo
*Faculty of Human Life & Environmental Science, Ochanomizu University

In this paper, we review Palaeolithic hominids of
Japan. The site list reaches 20 sites from Tochigi
prefecture to Okinawa prefecture. They are, Kuzuu
(Tochigi), Nihonbashi(Tokyo), Tomari Cave (Toya-
ma), Hamakita (Shizuoka), Mikkabi (Shizuoka),
Ushikawa (Aichi), Akashi (Hyogo), Yomigahama
(Tottori), Kanogawa(Ehime), Hijiridaki Cave(Qita),
Iwado(Oita) Tobaru, Cave(Okinawa), Oyama Cave
(Okinawa), Yamashitacho Cave I(Okinawa), Minato-
gawa (Okinawa), Upper Minatogawa (Okinawa),
Kadabaru Cave(Okinawa), Gohezu Cave (Okinawa),
Shimojibaru Cave (Okinawa), and Pinza—abu (Oki-
nawa) .

However, the bone specimen from the Taishaku
Kannondo cave and part of Kuzuu remains are non
—human. Also, there are some doubt on the hu-

man status of the Ushikawa humerus. Additionally,
Nihonbashi, Akashi,
Iwado, and Tobaru Cave are doubted on the antiqui-

Tomari Cave, Yomigahama,
ty of bones.

Therefore, the Palaeolithic hominids in Japan re-
duced the number from 20 to 11 sites. We point out
several problems on the Palaeolithic himinids of
Japan.

1. Further chronometric dating studies must be
needed.

2. No hominid remains have been yet found from
Hokkaido and Tohoku District,
Shikoku District.

3. Re—studies on the morphology of the hominid

and few from

remains are necessary.
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