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This London and Broadway hit is now available in an 
 approved one-act cutting. Have fun with Molière!

“See this Naples and die—laughing.” (New York Magazine)

Comedy. Adapted by Noyce Burleson. From the play by Frank 
Dunlop and Jim Dale. Cast: 6m., 3w. (extras). This one-act 
version is inspired by Molière’s Les Fourberies de Scapin, a 
tale featuring the deceitful character of Scapin, who constantly 
lies and tricks others to get ahead. With the first line of the play, 
we plunge into a situation of comic madness as Ottavio cries, “I 
am lost! I am ruined! What am I to do? My world is crumbling 
around me. Disaster after disaster!” Ottavio is to be married 
off in what he considers to be a terrible mess of a trouble. Into 
this mess comes Scapino, and Ottavio seeks his help in finding 
a solution. Scapino states, “The good Lord has blessed me with 
quite a genius for clever ideas and inspired inventions which the 
less talented, in their jealousies, call deceits and trickery!” In a 
hilarious scene, the girl’s father hides in a huge sack as Scapino 
pretends to be a Japanese waiter shouting, “There is something 
moving in the saki! I am going to give one gigantic karate chop 
suey to saki!” The play ends musically as the cast sings a song of 
Italian ingredients entitled “Minestrone.”  Bare stage with props. 
Approximate running time: 35 minutes. Music in book. Code: S11.
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*** NOTICE ***

The amateur and stock acting rights to this work are controlled exclusively by THE 
DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY without whose permission in writing no 
performance of it may be given. Royalty must be paid every time a play is performed 

is performed any time it is acted before an audience. Current royalty rates, applications 
and restrictions may be found at our website www.dramaticpublishing.com, or we may 
be contacted by mail at: DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, 311 Washington St., 
Woodstock IL 60098.

COPYRIGHT LAW GIVES THE AUTHOR OR THE AUTHOR’S AGENT THE 
EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law provides authors with a fair 
return for their creative efforts. Authors earn their living from the royalties they receive 
from book sales and from the performance of their work. Conscientious observance of 
copyright law is not only ethical it encourages authors to continue their creative work. 
This work is fully protected by copyright. No alterations, deletions or substitutions 
may be made in the work without the prior written consent of the publisher. No part 
of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic 

storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher. It may 
not be performed either by professionals or amateurs without payment of royalty. All 
rights, including, but not limited to, the professional, motion picture, radio, television, 
videotape, foreign language, tabloid, recitation, lecturing, publication and reading, are 
reserved. In all programs this notice must appear:

“Produced by special arrangement with
THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY of Woodstock, Illinois”

For performance of any songs, music and recordings mentioned in this play which are 
in copyright, the permission of the copyright owners must be obtained or other songs 
and recordings in the public domain substituted.
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IMPORTANT BILLING AND CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

All producers of the play must give credit to the author(s) of the 
play in all programs distributed in connection with performances 
of the play and in all instances in which the title of the play appears 
for purposes of advertising, publicizing or otherwise exploiting the 
play and/or a production. The name of the author(s) must also appear 
on a separate line, on which no other name appears, immediately 
following the title, and must
percent the size of the title type. Biographical information on the 
author(s), if included in the playbook, may be used in all programs. 
In all programs this notice must appear:

Produced by special arrangement with
THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY

of Woodstock, Illinois
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