
 

Office of Inspector General | U.S. Department of State | 1700 North Moore Street | Arlington, Virginia 22209 
www.stateoig.gov 
UNCLASSIFIED  

 
 
 

September 2, 2021 
 
Nikhel Sus 
Citizens for Ethics in Washington  
1101 K St NW STE 201  
Washington, DC 20005  
 
SUBJECT:  OIG Freedom of Information Act Litigation 1:21-cv-00626 

Request No. 2020-F-051 
  Second Interim Response  
 
Dear Mr. Sus:  
   
On March 3, 2021 Citizens for Ethics in Washington (CREW) filed a complaint in the District 
Court of the District of Columbia, docket number 1:21-cv-00626. The Complaint identified three 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests sent to Department of State (DOS) Office of 
Inspector General (OIG) and one FOIA request sent to the Department of State (the Department) 
as subject to the complaint due to constructive denial. Plaintiff identified FOIA Request Number 
2020-F-051 in paragraphs 23 of the Complaint and is the sole subject of this Second Interim 
Response. DOS OIG anticipates making additional interim responses as review of records 
continues. 
 
FOIA Request No 2020-F-051 (formerly identified as 2020-218) was received and acknowledged 
by DOS OIG on May 18, 2020. This Request Sought:   
 

1. All records from April 1, 2020 to the date this request is processes concerning any 
inquiry, review, analysis, or receipt by the State Department’s Office of Inspector General 
(“OIG”) of Secretary of State Mike Pompeo’s potential misuse of State Department 
Employees or resources to perform personal tasks on behalf of himself or his family 
members. This request includes without limitation any responsive communications 
between the OIG and any other State Department office or component, including the 
Office of the Secretary.  

2. All records from April 1, 2020 to the date this request is processed concerning the 
potential or actual termination, removal, or replacement of Inspector General Steve 
Linick 
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DOS-OIG conducts independent investigations, audits, inspections, and evaluations of DOS 
personnel, programs, and operations to detect and deter waste, fraud, and abuse, and to 
promote integrity, economy, and efficiency within the Department. In response to this request, 
DOS OIG searched the OIG’s Office of Investigations, Office of Evaluations and Special Reviews, 
and Front Office. For this second interim response, DOS OIG identified 40 pages of records 
responsive to your request that were reviewed under the FOIA to determine whether they may 
be disclosed to you. Based on that review, this office is providing the following:  
  
   35      page(s) are released in full or in part;  
     5      page(s) are withheld in full;     
   
OIG redacted from the enclosed documents, names and identifying information of third parties 
to protect the identities of these individuals. Absent a Privacy Act waiver, the release of such 
information concerning the third parties named in these records would result in an unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy in violation of the Privacy Act. Information is also protected from 
disclosure pursuant to Exemptions of the FOIA discussed below.  
 
This search also identified one report as responsive to your request. Please be advised that the 
report is publicly available on the OIG website at: Review of Allegations of Misuse of Department 
of State Resources (stateoig.gov).  
 

Exemption 3, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(3)  
  

Exemption 3 protects “information specifically exempted from disclosure by [another] statute.” 5 
U.S.C. § 552 (b)(3). In this instance 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(3)(b). In this instance Section 7 of The 
Inspector General Act of 1978, as amended and 41 U.S.C. 4712(b)(3) exempt from disclosure 
identifying information related to complaints without the individual’s consent exempts from 
disclosure. Accordingly, DOS-OIG is withholding information identifying to the complainant(s).  
   

Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5)  
  
Exemption 5 of the FOIA protects “inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which 
would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency.” 5 
U.S.C. § 552(b)(5). DOS-OIG is invoking the deliberative process and/or attorney client privilege 
of Exemption 5 to protect information that falls within that privilege’s domain 
  

Exemption 6, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6)  
      
Exemption 6 allows withholding of “personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of 
which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” 5 U.S.C. § 
552(b)(6)(emphasis added). DOS-OIG is invoking Exemption 6 to protect the names of lower 
level investigative staff, third parties, subjects and any information that could reasonably be 
expected to identify such individuals. 

https://www.stateoig.gov/system/files/esp_21-02_-_review_of_allegations_of_misuse_of_department_of_state_resources.pdf
https://www.stateoig.gov/system/files/esp_21-02_-_review_of_allegations_of_misuse_of_department_of_state_resources.pdf
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Exemption 7(C), 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(C)  

  
Exemption 7(C) protects from public disclosure “records or information compiled for law 
enforcement purposes . . . [if disclosure] could reasonably be expected to cause an unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy.” 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(C). DOS-OIG is invoking Exemption 7(C) to 
protect the names of lower level investigative staff, third parties, subjects and any information 
contained in these investigative records that could reasonably be expected to identify those 
individuals. 
  

Exemption 7(D), 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(D)  
  

Exemption 7(D) protects records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, the 
release of which could reasonably be expected to disclose the identities of confidential 
sources. 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(D). DOS-OIG is invoking Exemption 7(D) to protect information that 
could reasonably be expected to identify confidential informants and information furnished by 
those individuals.  
   

Appeal  
  
Although I am aware that your request is the subject of ongoing litigation and appeals are not 
ordinarily acted on in such situations, I am required by statute and regulation to inform you of 
your right to file an administrative appeal.1 If you choose to file an administrative appeal it must 
be received within 90 days of the date of this response. Please address any appeal to:    
  

Appeals Officer  
Appeals Review Panel  
Office of Information Programs and Services  
U.S. Department of State  
State Annex 2 (SA-2)  
515 22nd Street, NW  
Washington, DC 20522-8100  
Facsimile: 202-261-8571  

  
Both the envelope and letter of appeal should be clearly marked, “Freedom of Information 
Act/Privacy Act Appeal.” Your appeal letter should also clearly identify the DOSOIG’s 
response. Additional information on submitting an appeal is set forth in the DOS regulations at 
22 C.F.R. § 171.13.   
  

Assistance and Dispute Resolution Services  
  
For further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your request you may contact DOSOIG’s FOIA 
Public Liaison at:  
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FOIA Officer  
Office of General Counsel  
Office of Inspector General  
U.S. Department of State  
1700 North Moore Street  
Suite 1400  
Arlington, VA 22209  
foia@stateoig.gov  

  
Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the 
National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they 
offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, 
National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 
20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; 
or facsimile at 202-741-5769.  

  
 
 
 

Sincerely,  
       
      /s/  Jillian M. Clouse  
 
      Jillian M. Clouse 
      Assistant Counsel to the Inspector General  
 
Enclosure  

mailto:foia@stateoig.gov




 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From:   
Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2020 8:58 AM 
To: David Holmes <David.E.Holmes@stateoig.gov> 
Subject: <DOS>FW: VOA Persian service 
 
Good morning, 
Dave, for the VoA Persian Service Hotline File record. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From:   
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2020 2:34 PM 
To:  
Subject: VOA Persian service 
 
Thank God that brave President Trump is at the WH to drain the swamp. Due to very corrupt OIG (Steve 
Linick) all complains regarding VOA Persian service have been brushed under the rug. I am very glad that 
finally president Trump fired Steve Linick. Very soon corrupt Amanda will be gone too.  

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b)























Page 1 of 2
This report is derived from the Office of Inspector General, Office of Investigations law enforcement case management system, a Privacy Act 
system of records under 5 USC 552a and intended solely for the official use of the Department or entity receiving a copy directly from the OIG 
and is disseminated only as authorized by the Privacy Act, such as intra-Departmental need to know basis, 5 USC 552a(b)(1).  This report 
remains the property of the OIG, and no secondary distribution or reproduction may be made, in whole or in part, without prior written 
authorization by the OIG.  This report shall be returned to the OIG or destroyed in accordance with 5 FAM 430, Records Disposition and Other 
Information. Agencies not subject to 5 FAM 430, shall return this report to the OIG or destroy the report in accordance with that agency’s 
records disposition policy.  Public availability of the report will be determined by the OIG under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 USC 552.  
Unauthorized disclosure of this report may result in criminal, civil or administrative penalties. 

Sensitive but Unclassified 

Case Closing Memorandum

To:  INV FILE 

From: Brian Grossman, Deputy Assistant Inspector General for Investigations 

Thru: Michael T. Ryan, Assistant Inspector General for Investigations  

Subject:  Closing Memorandum for C2020029 

SUBJECT 

Name: POMPEO, Michael E.  
Associated Entity: US Department of State 
Grade/Position: Secretary of State  
Address: 2201 C Street, NW; Washington, D.C 20520 

Statutes, Regulations, Policies:  

5 CFR § 2635.705(b) - Use of a subordinate’s time 
 
BASIS FOR INVESTIGATION 

OIG initiated this investigation based upon information received that reported various 
allegations of misconduct by Secretary of State Michael E. Pompeo. The allegations reported to 
OIG included the following: 

Potential unauthorized use of government funds and resources, including hundreds or 
thousands of USDH personnel hours, to staff and support travel by the spouse of the 
Secretary of State (and on one occasion the spouse of the Counselor), including travel 
that appeared to be primarily for personal rather than official events;  





(b) (3) (B), (b) (6), (b) (7)(D), (b) (7)(C), (b) (5)



(b) (3) (B), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(D), (b) (5)



(b) (6), (b) (3) (B), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(D), (b) (5)



(b) (3) (B), (b) (6), (b) (7)(D), (b) (5), (b) (7)(C)



(b) (3) (B), (b) (6), (b) (7)(D), (b) (5), (b) (7)(C)












































