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ALTERNATIVE NIGHTS: OTHER VERSIONS OF BIRKAT MAARIV

Blessed etc. who evens the evenings at
their tide,

And brings the nights at their time,

"Counts the number of the stars, He gives
names to them all"

Blessed etc., who evens the evenings.

Blessed etc.

Who evens evenings
Changes tides
Switches times
Arranges days.

Remover of darkness before light and light before
darkness,

Mover of day and bringer of night.

It is your praise, and your glory, our rock our king,
LORD of hosts is your name,

Morning and evening we shall praise and bless you
with a full heart and a willing soul.

<Blessed etc. evener of evenings>
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~ 3. MAARIV FOR SHABBAT

JTS ENA 4036 39, 48

Blessed etc. VT 91 5N N N
God who completed his works on the seventh day, VAW 09192 PwYn 193 WX X
And called it his holy Sabbath, AWTH DA NN
He gave rest to his people from evening until evening. MY AN 11 2V TV 2N

Remover of darkness before light and light before

2197 WM qUn 2191 N 99
darkness,

- IN

Mover of day and bringer of night. 995 X DY 72229

Distinguisher between day and night 995 o Pa Sr7am

Blessed etc., evener of evenings. .
0729V 2%3yni 77 TAN PNa

4, MAARI FOR MOTSABI SHABBAT

CUL T-S H18.18

Blessed etc. LT ON M N A
God, who distinguishes between holy and profane, 22 wp 172 977an0 ON
And hides the sun in dark iy tala By YR AR RN )
And seals the stars of the sky A97 71913 TV oM
As it says, "Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not; m91 X291 09 AMINT" 2305w 927D
and sealeth up the stars." /DI %100 Y
Blessed etc., evener of evenings. 0719y 29yniT 97 'N 2
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ADDITIONAL SOURCES

BIBLICAL SOURCES

S JEREMIAH 51:16-19
NI NNy

9an 1on ,imha YN Y W
DNV 101 ,iNNANI ;iNNIT2

.0 Jinig inn %ip% 1o
YDn DN YN DM (16) When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of

XY Ty Tond mpa sy Waters in the heavens; and he causeth the vapours to ascend
" phykn mm [rom the ends of the earth: he maketh lightnings with rain,
T and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures.
WA NYTH OIN-92 WA P
1303 7w 73 Dpan §¥-73
.03 MI-N9)

(17) Every man is brutish by his knowledge; every founder is
confounded by the graven image: for his molten image is
falsehood, and there is no breath in them.

SLOynyn mvyn M 527 m

F3IXY B0TRS NV (18) They are vanity, the work of errors: in the time of their

visitation they shall perish.
-3 ,21pY? PPN AZNI-ND v
N9 LIVI--NAT 9T N

AnY niNaY M

(19) The portion of Jacob is not like them; for he is the former
of all things: and Israel is the rod of his inheritance: the LORD
of hosts is his name.

6.J0OB9:1-11
NN AN Y X Then Job answered and said, 1 know it is so of a truth:
but how should man be just with God? If he will
PTEIN 173 PAYTLBIMN 2 contend with him, he cannot answer him one of a
2X-DY WX thousand. He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength:
who hath hardened himself against him, and hath
prospered? Which removeth the mountains, and
they know not: which overturneth them in his anger.
AUDT-M -3 PN 239 Do T Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the
" " nown ’1‘,5 x  pillars thereof tremble. Which commandeth the sun,
"7 77 anditriseth not; and sealeth up the stars. Which
WiN YT K91 ,000 Py 1 alone spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon
o ‘ JiaNa noo7  the waves of the sea. Which maketh Arcturus, Orion,
'  and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south. Which
JTIRYYAIPNRN YN AT Y doeth great things past finding out; yea, and wonders
J¥5907  without number. Lo, he goeth by me, and I see him
not: he passeth on also, but I perceive him not.
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Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to sing praises
unto our God; for it is pleasant; and praise is
comely. The LORD doth build up Jerusalem: he
gathereth together the outcasts of Israel. He
healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their
wounds. He telleth the number of the stars; he
calleth them all by their names. Great is our Lord,
and of great power: his understanding is infinite.
The LORD lifteth up the meek: he casteth the
wicked down to the ground. Sing unto the LORD
with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp
unto our God: Who covereth the heaven with
clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, who
maketh grass to grow upon the mountains. He
giveth to the beast his food, and to the young
ravens which cry. He delighteth not in the
strength of the horse: he taketh not pleasure in
the legs of a man. The LORD taketh pleasure in
them that fear him, in those that hope in his
mercy.
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8. DANIEL 2:17-23
Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing
known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his
companions: That they would desire mercies of the God
of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his
fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men
of Babylon. Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in
a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.
Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God
for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his: And he
changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings,
and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise,
and knowledge to them that know understanding: He
revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what
is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. I
thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers,
who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast made
known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou
hast now made known unto us the king's matter.

Mishnah: In the morning, he says two before it, etc. What
does he say? R. Jacob bar Idi said, R. Oshaia said: Maker
of light and creator of darkness [...]

Raba b. Ulla said: to mention the measure of the day at
night, and the measure of night in the day. I
understand the measure of the night in the day, as it
is written Maker of night and creator of darkness. But
what is the measure of the day at night? Abaye says:
remover of light before darkness and darkness before light.

As to what you asked. It is customary on Shabbat to
say who completed his works on the seventh day. Is this a
custom, or not?

<Answer> In our yeshiva, nothing is said before us, on
Shabbat or on holidays, except who by his word evens the
evenings.

They asked from before Rav Natronai. Should we say who
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completed his works on the Sabbath eve?

And he replied: This is the custom of the two Yeshivas. MY 1IN NIV 27 NP IPINY
We say nothing but who by his word, and he should say you AW 173 Ywyn 193 TN
have loved the house of Israel with eternal love, and they read

the shema, and True and Faithful, as they say on weekdays, ~ 1’N .M2°W? *NW2A 310 33 220U
And he concludes, spreader of a canopy of peace over us and IMINY 11272 TWN KON DN

all the community of Israel and Jerusalem. WP PP INIWY 191 B2 NATIN
DYIMINW 7972 .AINXY NNNX)
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Blessed etc. 7591 12775K 7' ANN P2
,D2WiT
Who has sanctified us in his commandments and
commanded us regarding the commandment to read the SV 11X PMIYNI YT TUN
shema. Inw nyap msn
To crown him upon us with a whole heart, , 09w 11521195y 13505
And unify him with a good heart, -0 193 17199
And with a willing heart. JT¥O1T WHI
THE WORD

“TARGUM NEOPHYTI ON GENESIS 11

In the beginning, by wisdom created by the LORD, Nonw 595w 9977 N2 1NIMA PPRTpon
the heaven and the earth were created. And the TN N7 NN NNT NYINY INVIN D9
earth was "formless void", formless from men and 1195 53 11 XY YA 01 WA 92 0
animals, and void from all agriculture and trees, 18N SV 0718 NIWM 1739°N 101 Prny
and darkness was spread out over the darkness. M 997 0P 0 PRIYT MY NN
And a wind of mecy before the LORD was blowing <<N9>>11 NI N DN DV NAWIN
over the water. And the Word of the LORD said: let S1791 DA NI DI NI N 90T
there be light. And there was light, as his Word

decreed.
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_ JOHN 1.1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (2) The
same was in the beginning with God. (3) All things were made by him; and without him was
not any thing made that was made. (4) In him was life; and the life was the light of men. (5)
And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. (6) There was a
man sent from God, whose name was John.

Shared CC-BY-SA 3.0 Unported 7 amit.gvaryahu@mail.huji.ac.il



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

	ALternative nights: Other versions of Birkat maariv
	1. Birkat maariv, palestinian version A
	2. Birkat maariv, Palestinian version B
	3. Maariv for shabbat
	4. Maariv for Motsaei shabbat

	Additional sources
	Biblical Sources
	5. Jeremiah 51:16-19
	6. Job 9:1-11
	7. Psalms 147:1-11
	8. Daniel 2:17-23
	9. Bavli Berakhot 11a
	10. Otzar hageonim Berakhot, 60-61
	11. Berakha for shema

	The word
	Targum Neophyti on Genesis 1:1
	John 1:1



