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Abstract
We reprint “Kokkei Kyuri Heso-no Saikoku” (1875), a Rakugo-style (comic storytelling) book of science
ingredients for general readers. The author was Morimasa Masuyama (1827-1901), a medical doctor and
later an education bureaucracy. The book contains five stories with traditional Rakugo story-lines, and those
plots are briefly explained together with a couple of new interpretation. From the contents, we can feel the
movement to science geeks in the first decade of Meiji-era in Japan, and also infer the levels of standard

knowledge at this period.
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