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Japanese Food Drive
donated to FOOD BANK
in Harlem NYC

The Japanese American Association
of New York, also known as the “JAA”,
and the Consulate-General of Japan in
New York have jointly organized the
“Japanese Food Drive”. The food was
donated to the Food Bank office in Har-
lem at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, March 11th.
The donation included 700 pounds of
rice (half of which was Tohoku rice),
snacks, instant noodles and cup noodles.
Ito En North America also donated 300
bottles of Japanese tea. A total of $8,400
in food and donations was delivered.

The donation ceremony was attended
by Ms. Natsuko Oku, Deputy Director
of the Japan Information Center of the
Consulate-General of Japan in New
York, Mr. Koji Sato, President of the
JAA, Ms. Suki Terada Ports, Director
Emeritus of the JAA, Mr. Gary Mori-
waki, honorable chairman, Mr. Kazuo
Koshi, Executive Chairman of the Board
of MUFG, and Mr. Joshua W. Walker,
President of the Japan Society, attend-
ed on behalf of Japanese companies.
This campaign has been held every
year since 2014 to express gratitude for
New York’s support during the Great
East Japan Earthquake, however it was
canceled in 2020 and 2021 due to the

pandemic. This was the first time in two
years that a donation had been made.

At the ceremony, Ms. Oku, Deputy
Director of the Japan Information Cen-
ter of the Consulate-General of Japan in
New York, said, “I would like to express
my gratitude to the people of New York,
who experienced the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks, and to the people of Japan, who
experienced the Great East Japan Earth-
quake on 3/11. T hope that we Japanese
can support each other and deepen the
friendship between Japan and the U.S.
through this activity. Let us do our best
for each other. Gambarimasho!”.

The President of the JAA, Mr. Sato,
said, “The Japanese American communi-
ty is grateful to the people of New York
for their support 11 years ago at the time
of the Great East Japan Earthquake.
MUFG Chairman Mr. Koshi thanked the
visitors, saying, “We were able to make
this event possible with the cooperation
of many parts of the Japanese American
community”.

Ms. Sultana Ocasio, Director of
Food Bank NYC’s Community Kitch-
en, thanked the Japanese American
community for their continued support,
saying, “Food assistance is an activity
that depends on the support of many
different communities, and we sincerely
appreciate the continued support from
the Japanese American community.”

(Photo and article by Ryoichi Miura,
translated by Marie Koss)

THE

JAPAN VOICE

Cool Japan fron the New Yorker’s View point

From left Mr,Yagi, Ms. Chomiak of RAZOM, Mr. Birchard of Veselka and volunteers of RAZOM. Photo by Ryoichi Miura

SUPPORT TO UKRAINE FROM EAST VILLAGE

Japanese “T.LC. Restaurant Group” donated $11,000 to RAZOM

There is a neighborhood in Manhattan’s
East Village known as “Little Ukraine”,
home to about 60,000 Ukrainian citizens
who run restaurants and form the largest
community on the East Coast.

Three weeks have passed since Russia
invaded Ukraine. The war situation contin-
ues to get worse, and many citizens in New
York City are doing everything they can to
assist their country’s tragedy. One of them
is RAZOM, a Ukrainian aid organization.
Since the beginning of the war, they have
been sending medical supplies and other
items through their local network.

On Tuesday, March 15th, Mr. Bon Yagi,

73, president of T.I.C. Restaurant Group,
a Japanese businessman that has been
doing business near Veselka, a long-es-
tablished Ukrainian restaurant started
in 1954. There, Mr. Yagi delivered a
$11,000 check in support of Ukraine to
RAZOM. This amount was a portion
of the revenues from Hasaki, Sakagu-
ra, Curryya, Rairaiken, Sobaya, Hai
Kara, Deshiberu, Cha-an, and Shabu-
tatsu, all of which are part of his T.I.C.
Restaurant Group in New York City.
“We received support from the local
community during the Great East Japan
Earthquake,” said Mr. Yagi, who came

up with the idea of donating on the day
Russia invaded Ukraine.

“We sincerely appreciate the support
from our Japanese friends who also live
in the East Village. We will use it to stop
the bloodshed of those who are bleeding
locally” said Dora Chomiak, a represen-
tative of RAZOM. “We’ll utilize it to
put an end to the slaughter among those
who are bleeding in the area.”

Jason Birchard, second generation
owner of Veselka, said, “Sending love
and peace to Ukraine is the greatest
thing we can do right now,” . (Ryoichi
Miura, translated by Marie Koss)
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Fillet Beef Slider W/broccoli Rabe,
Mozzarella cheese
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An Evening with George Takei

George Takei is known
around the world for his
role in the acclaimed
original TV series Star Trek,
in which he played Hikaru
Sulu, helmsman of the
starship Enterprise. But
Takei’s story, which
includes an acting career
that spans six decades,
goes where few have gone
before. From a childhood
spent with his family
wrongfully imprisoned in
Japanese American
internment camps during
World War Il to becoming
one of the country’s leading
figures in the fight for social
justice, LGBTQ+ rights and
marriage equality, Takei
remains a powerful voice on
issues ranging from politics
to pop culture.

0@ o0& 0 THE 2021-2022 SOSHITSU SEN XV DISTINGUISHED LECTURE ON JAPANESE CULTURE & @ & O @

GEORGE TAKEI

Thursday 14 April 2022, 6PM
Miller Theatre, Columbia University (2960 Broadway, at W. 116th Street)

Supported by the Sen Lectureship Fund for the Donald Keene Center. Free and open to
the public. Pre-registration is required at www.keenecenter.org. Arrangements for the
appearance of George Takei made through UTA Speakers, New York, NY.

DONALD KEENE CENTER
of Japanese Culture
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In 1951, before Japan became a member of the UN, Chiyoji Nakagawa of Uwajima,

Ehime Prefecture went to the UN Conference in Paris at his own expense. He then

—1

MBS ZH1D 1951 &F, NULBFIEESEICHFELLBICHRA S hENSFES

The Story of the UN Peace Bell

NEBRERRDA S PES,

Ril0]

iy
LiTvY

ERiRVVE - ELEAER T T EE

gathered coins and medals from the delegates of 65 nations who were participating in

United Nations Bookshop
48th Street and 1st Avenue

the conference, added a donative medal from the Pope as well as Japanese coins and

cast the Peace Bell with all the pieces. The bell was donated under the name of the UN
Association of Japan and installed in 1954; two years later, Japan officially became the

80th member of the UN. Every September on the International Day for Peace, it has

Room GA-1B-103
Tel:212-963-7680

FLITBTINY £FET

become a tradition that the United Nations Secretary-General rings the bell to mark the
opening of the UN General Assembly. This year marks the 62nd anniversary of Japan

joining the United Nations, and the picture book conveys a significant message of peace

from Japan.
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