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Fig. 1. Map showing the localities of R.
minuta mutsuensis observed in the present
study and the areas where surveys were
carried out.  1-8, Uchiura; 4, Togi; 5,
Kono; 6, Kotoshironushizaki.

Fig. 2. Map showing the distribution of
R. m. mutsuensis known at present.
1, Mutsu Bay¢ 2, Tobishima Island; 3,
Nezugaseki; 4, Shonaihama; 5, Sado
Island; 6, Sagemi Bay; 7-8, Noto Penin-
sula; 9, Province of Echizen. 3
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Table 1. Measuremnt of specimens from the Hokuriku District in comparison

of those of Tobishima in Yamagata Pref.

Stations 1 UChllll':a—— “~T'Koshi- Togi Kono ngis};rsnsa
Hime ' Iwaki ’ Ossaka ki?i ma ’ *
Diameter of
individual |5.19)<4.575.42><4.90| 5.02%x4,534.80x8.89 4.59%x4.38
mm., mean¥* 1(6.5%5.5) (6.5%x6.2) (6.8X5.7)((5.1%5.0)|(6.7x6.45)
(maximum) |
Height of ok
individual 7.8 6.5 6.5 7.1 7.6
mm. maximum¥*
Number of i | R
individuals 6.0 8.0 5.8 6.8 8.05
in 4 cm¥kkk
Depth of 0—1.65
habitation m. 0.3—0.6 0.2—1.1 0.3—1.50.4_0.5 0.4_0.5 1.5 rarelys‘ls

* Mean of 80 individuals,
** Mean of 10 individuals.
*kk Mean of 10 colonies.

RERBICHIRL, BREZOEMNEERBRETCROLARTH 3, 46, LMBLIEHECAMMRRLN
3LLThH, BESHBERRZPEITEBOTHS I, ¥, BAERRETRITEMEEOERICR-TES
BREASNTHBZDIH LT, KEFEMDSIZA 1 FIREEEOKE4mASESATH (IO, 1968)
O BBREED,

(1) FFEAEIIIIRO 3 mENALH TN 3,
R. minuta minuta vAN DER HORST
R. minuta mutsuensis YABE et EGucHI
R. minuta bikiniensis WELLS
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Fig. 4. View of the habitat of R. m. mustse— Fig. 5. View of the habitat of R. m. mutsu—

ensis at Ossaka, Uchiura-cho, eastern ensis at Futo, Togi-machi, western
coast of Noto Peninsula. coast of Noto Peninsula.
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Summary

The scleractinian coral, Rhizopsammia minuta mutsuensis was first described by Yabe and Eguchi
(1982) from Mutsu Bay, Aomori Prefecture. At present, this coral is known to be distributed
in shallow waters of Northern Honshu, especially along the coast of the Sea of Japan. During the
period from 1966 to 1968, the writer carried out surveys to determine the geographical distribution
of this coral along the coast of the Hokuriku District, and found that R. m. mutsuensis occurs more
or less commonly along the east coast of Noto Peninsula and rather rarely in the region from west
side of Noto Peminsula to Wakasa Bay. Wakasa Bay may be presumed to be the southern limit of
distribution in the Sea of Japan. This coral seems to be distributed most abundantly in the area
along the coast of Yamagata Prefecture, showing a sharp decrease in the south-western region of
the Hokuriku District. including the western coast of Noto Peninsula both in number of locality as
well as of individual.
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This coral is generally observed to occur on rocky bottoms of the depth less than three meters
similarly in Aomori and Yamagata Prefecture, and more or less densly covered by brown algae, It
may be noticeable, however, that in Wakasa Bay, the southernmost in the Sea of Japan, and in
Sagami Bay, the only locality in the Pacific coast, it was collected from the depths of 28 and 14
meters, respectively.

The original species of R. m. muésuensis is regarded to be R. minuta, a tropical or subtropical
form originally described from the Malay Archipelago. Accordingly, the present aspect of distribution
of R.m. mutsuensis mentioned above seems to indicate that this coral may have immigrated into the
Sea of Japan by the way of northern route in an age before the opening of the Strait of Kored and
Tsushima, and have adapted itself to the temperature there, differentiating into a distinct subspecies.



