AAS e S K 2

—
—
pu——

The Annual Volume 38 * 2015




BB IRIE B EREAT]
DAIICHI KOGYO PRINTING HONG KONG LTD.

Rm. 806, 8/F.,, Premier Centre, 20 Cheung Shun Street,
Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon, Hong Kong.

Tel: (852) 2487 9696  Fax: (852) 2619 0960

E-mail: sales@world-dkp.com
Web Site: www.world-dkp.com

Cfompetitive

Qb’zia’ng

Full
Drinting

S etvices

'uick
Delivery

Ad veti.s'ing |
/MNaterials ‘
> ‘ﬂﬁ’ a.
N7’ | o us
i to PO thing
?”forﬂ 'Ptmfm‘bnﬁl e eve™



BN S5EBH2RE5T 2015 VOL. 38

HEEH2RE38ETTET

H
28

S 2-3
HARBEAE (RE) BHEI IS o eeeeeeeeseeeseesessssssesenn 4
BEIEEEEGEEINTTIE s ssmsssonssssssssssssssosss 5
B HA AR G GRS EIB I e oses e 6
HEEAAATIEEMFHBREMESE e 7
HARER A SRR IE B FROR A T e snssneessses 8
1o < S s DA D= e = 9
EBHABHEMREERBL TILL e ssessnae 10
BBRBIIRIETEIRFIR .coernssesmsessmssosmssosmsesmessssnmmsssssssssmessssnns 11
BEBIRERBIIRERIDLILIR oo veeererer s vsessssessaesessesssssssen 12
N PN =L S 3 I TR iR e s ¢ - 13
EIRIRTKILTL s sssssssssmsssesssonss 14
BT IRBABIFEEEIR ST oo ssese s sses s ssseres s asresss s 15
BIEIRIAMRIRIE XTI s ssssssomssessssssasasssesssssssssssssssssssasesosoes 16
IR = S e 17
B HEBERE A0 FRFEEIRIRIT oot emsessessesesssses s 18-24

BT V= Ry 230 ) F 25-28
A0 JETFBBIED ..o ssssssrsses st sesssosmessosssessesssossassssnsess s 29-30
BB .o soeres s essessesessssessseses st aserssesressses s s 31
L= Do 22
HARBERE T oocerensssssmssesssmsssssstsssssmmsssssmmsssssmmsssssmmsssssmssssssosssss 33-34
BN S =N (U 35-36




A Western Woman in Japan - Angela Carters
"A Souvenir of Japan"

Ms. Maggie Leung On Yuk
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My heartiest and warmest congratulations to the Japan Universities
Alumni Association (JUAS) on its 40th Anniversary celebrations. My best
wishes for your Association’s continued success in promoting cultural

exchanges between Japan and Hong Kong.

Maggie Leung On Yuk

President, Society of Japanese Language Education, Hong Kong
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Wk BIERH Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong
President and Vice-Chancellor FEEE Tel: (852) 2859 2100
Professor P.W. Mathieson BIAC{H E Fax: (852) 2858 9435

Message
The Japan Universities Alumni Society Hong Kong
40" Anniversary Special Commemorative supplement

My warmest congratulations to the Japan Universities Alumni Society Hong Kong
on the occasion of its 40" Anniversary.

For the past four decades, the Society has been bringing together Hong Kong
students who have studied in universities and educational institutions in Japan, and
by encouraging them to share their experiences, has helped to both build new
friendships and strengthen existing ones.

The Society has also provided opportunities for its members to continue learning
about Japanese trends and traditions by organising events and activities in Hong
Kong. The University supports this spirit of cross-cultural engagement and lifelong
learning, as the sense of global citizenship that it develops can only be beneficial to
both societies.

May this milestone of achievement mark the beginning of further growth and
success for the Society and all its members.

()J W RLVAPNS W ISN

Professor Peter Mathieson
President and Vice-Chancellor

March 2015
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The Japan Universities Alumni Society (JUAS) Hong Kong plays an important
role in fostering relations between Japan and Hong Kong. In a globalised world,
future leaders increasingly need to have not only expertise in their chosen fields, but
also cultural sensitivity, a broad perspective and other attributes. Hong Kong Baptist
University, which has long recognised the need to develop these skills in our students,
1s committed to delivering whole person education, and highly appreciates the work of
JUAS and the services it provides for our students and graduates, as well as the
general public in Hong Kong.

Like JUAS, the University sees the value of strengthening relations in boosting
academic exchange as well as deepening mutual understanding and respect. HKBU
continues to implement its strategic initiatives to internationalise its campus and
enhance research strengths.

It is my great pleasure to congratulate JUAS on its 40th Anniversary and I would

like to wish the Society and its members every success in the coming years.

Albert S C Chan
President and Vice-Chancellor
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A Western Woman in Japan— Angela Carter’s ‘“A Souvenir of Japan”

Maggie Leung On Yuk

“When I went outside to see if he was coming home, some children dressed ready for bed in

cotton nightgowns were playing with sparklers in the vacant lot on the corner.” (Carter, 1974: 1)

This opening sentence of Angela Carter’s short story “A Souvenir of Japan” is embedded with
paradoxes. A woman-wife in Japan, as the Japanese term for wife, “Oku-san” denotes, should
be staying at home and wait for her man’s return. However, as a western woman, the narrator
finds it hard to conform to the social norm. As a result, her Japanese neighbour disapproves of
her (3). The narrator is always waiting anxiously for her man to return suggests her eagerness to
be connected. But being disapproved of by the entire street, she is being isolated. Moreover, the
incongruence between children’s appearance and action (in spite of being dressed for bed, they
were playing) also underlines the paradoxical features of Japanese children and the country Japan

at large.

In Gina Wisker’s discussion of Carter’s writings, she points out that “the oxymoron,
which involves the paradoxical twinning of opposites” is “Carter’s favourite rhetorical trope”

(1997:125).

“A Souvenir of Japan” was published after Angela Carter (1940-1992)’s sojourn in Japan from
1969-1971 “where she claims in Nothing Sacred (1982) that she ‘learnt what it is to be a woman
and became radicalised’” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angela_Carter). This work is written
from the perspective of a British woman accounting her relationship with his Japanese boy friend

and the Japanese social environment around her.

“A paradox is an apparent contradiction that is nevertheless somehow true. It may be either a
situation or a statement” (Perrine and Arp 1993: 620). According to the Encyclopadia Britannica,
“the purpose of a paradox is to arrest attention and provoke fresh thought” (2012). As expounded
above, the paradox embedded in the disposition of the narrator waiting outside her home for her
man to return and the children dressed in nightgown playing with sparklers in the dark empty lot
at the beginning of “A Souvenir of Japan” contribute to structure the psychological, social and

cultural tensions in the story.



This essay examines how paradox in settings, characters and actions functions in Angela
Carter (1940-1992)’s short story “A Souvenir of Japan” (1974) in building up the psychological,
social and cultural tensions experienced by the narrator who is a British woman contemplating

on her relationship with his Japanese boy friend and the Japanese social environment around her.

Spaces are cultural formations which very often will exclude people from a different
culture. The narrator, a western woman living in Japan which “is a man’s country” (6), whether
voluntarily or not, cannot help herself from experiencing the paradoxical nature of spaces in
Japan which highlights the tensions in the characters’ individual emotions and interpersonal
relationships. The paradoxical nature of the suburb of Tokyo, the city street, the home, and the

hotel room functions to spatially dislocate and alienate the narrator.

The narrator’s boy-friend brings her to see the fireworks show at “some fields by the river”
(2) in the suburb of Shinjuku. Instead of carnival excitement, the narrator is amazed to find “a
well-ordered fair” where “everything was altogether quietly festive. ...young lovers dispersed
discreetly...people were walking ...so softly and ...chatted in such gentle voices that was no
more noise that a warm, continual, murmurous humming, the cosy sound of shared happiness,
and the night filled with a muted, bourgeois yet authentic magic” (2). These paradoxical
descriptions of the apparent orderliness of the atmosphere and the gentleness of the people at the
firework fair underline the psychological and emotional tensions between the narrator and her

boy friend. He brings her to see the firework in order to please her although he feels bored.

Just like the paradoxical bourgeois suburb, the city street of Shinjuku is also a place of
contradictions. Back to the city street, Taro becomes enlivened. He enjoys wandering in the street
while the narrator will wait for him to return home like a Japanese wife. Interestingly, the city
street of Tokyo is not completely devoid of nature. During the hot summer nights, the relentless

whirring of cicadas can be heard even in the busiest street (4).

The paradoxical space becomes a site of power struggle between the narrator and her boy-
friend. They do not share the same emotion and feeling towards the same space and are doomed

to be emotionally alienated from each other as suggested in the end of the story:

“But the most moving of these images (fireworks, morning glories, the old, children) were
the intangible reflections of ourselves we saw in one another’s eyes, reflections of nothing but
appearances, in a city dedicated to seeing, and try as we might to possess the essence of each

other’s otherness, we would inevitably fail” (11).
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In describing the area where she lives, the narrator stresses the orderliness and the
“Japaneseness” as seemed in the sentence “The sounds around us were the swish of brooms upon
tatami matting and the clatter of demotic Japanese” (7) which juxtaposes with her outlandishness
among the residents. However, this apparent Japanese orderliness is paradoxically disrupted by
the sound of “practicing Chopin in one or another of the flimsy houses” (8). The juxtaposition
of domestic Japanese things and western classical music underlines the tension between the

apparent orderliness and foreignness underneath.

In Japan, home is traditionally a site where the woman stays and waits for the return of her
man. As the narrator is a western woman, unlike the patient Japanese women, she keeps on going
out of the house despite knowing that her boy friend might not return. For her, home is a site of

frustrated waiting.

In the story, the narrator, a western woman in Tokyo, with her huge body, “pink cheeks, blue
eyes and blatant yellow hair” (7) which made her distinctively different from the Japanese people
juxtaposes with everyone she encounters. The dress for young and cute girls in the department
store makes her feel “as gross as Glumdalclith” (7) and she wears “men’s sandals because they
were the only kind that fitted” (7). In contrast, her Japanese boy-friend is “delicately put together”
and has “the airy elegance of a bird’s” (7). Here, the traditional images of woman and man are
reversed and each becomes a paradox of the other. With the account of the physical difference
between the narrator and the Japanese people, the readers are reminded of the stereotypical

relationship between the gross west and the delicate east.

Bodies are also being used as a paradoxical space of control and desire. Children, going with
their parents to see the firework, are “scrubbed and dressed up”, “immaculate”, “beautifully
brushed” and are “on their best behaviour” (1-2). The body of children is a site where their
mothers can exert control and the children are willingly to be controlled because they want to
fulfil their own desire. However, the body of the old woman who is being put outside the shop
every morning to air embodies the paradox of the living dead. Here, the body is being controlled
by the other members of the family; it has no more desire of its own, it does not even move.
Accordingly to the narrator, the area where she lives is “a neighbourhood poignantly rich in old
ladies” (4) which reinforces the paradox in the life of the old ladies. They are leading a life of

living dead.

In describing the behaviour of the children staying up late enjoying the firework, the

2 (13 2 (13 99 [13

narrator uses expressions such as “smiling”, “pure”, “restrained”, “best behaviour”, “charming



propriety” (1-2) which contrast with common expectation of children’s behaviour in such festive
circumstance. Paradoxically, children are miniature adults like Japan’s famous dwarfed potted

plants — bonsai.

Through the paradoxes embedded in the depiction of space, characterisation and actions, the
psychological, emotional and social tensions experienced by a western woman in the seemingly
masculine society in Japan is being built up in the story. The paradoxes also highlight how people

from different culture will respond differently to different culture.
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The Reliable Florists Trading Co., Ltd.
Star Buyers Co., Ltd.

San King Development Co., Ltd.

Room 703 Grandmark, No. 10 Granville Road,
Kowloon, Hong Kong

Tel: 2368 5840

Fax: 2721 5740
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‘With the Compliments of

Artin International (Holdings) Limited
BHEHEE (RE) ARAF

2/F., Lee Sum Industrial Building,
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