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A study on the Evolution of Continuous Roof-and-Wall Architecture
in Japan after the WWII

LI, Haining

Continuous roof-and-wall architecture in this paper refers to architecture with roofs and walls
that are continuous and connected. This may not be very common, but it has become very
impressive and easy to recognize. In Japan, examples can be seen since the 1960s. In this study, we
describe the meaning of continuous roofs and walls, select examples of continuous roof-and-wall
architecture in Japan, investigate and analyze the shapes, find out that there are four types, select
keywords which are “BIM”, “experimental”, “rationality”, “harmony with the surrounding
environment”, “visual presence with impact”, “soft expression”, “unique space”, “low cost”,
“ecology”, and “suggestion to lifestyle”, then verify if these keywords can be confirmed in every
example. We also analyze the reasons why such architecture has appeared, and why it has changed.
By doing this, we verify the features, characteristics, and effects of continuous roof-and-wall

architecture.
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