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[Summary)

Tsuina and Performances Involving
Oni in Shusho’e-kechigan: Their Regional
Variations and Development

——with Emphasis on Kyushu District——

NAKAMURA Shigeko

Performances involving oni are thought to have started with events
held at the Imperial Court incorporating “na performances” of China. The
oldest document about such performances dates to the early 7" century.
After that these performances were interrupted, revived and changed re-
peatedly in the Court until they were finally completely discontinued.
However, in this process, they were adopted into events held at Buddhist
temples in the Kyoto and Nara area and further transmitted to different re-
gions of Japan. This paper studies the events and performances involving
oni that were transmitted in the Kyushu district and, by comparing them
with historical records, discusses the intentions and movements of these
events and performances at the time they were transmitted and makes in-

ferences about the reasons for their changes.
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