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This is another short story by the Russian Author, Leo Tolstoy

The Three Questions

Once, there lived a king. He was good, generous and benevolent. His subjects loved him
very much. Once it occurred to the king whether he is truly a good king and wanted to know
the answers for 3 questions. These 3 questions were:

1. Whether he knew the right time to begin everything.

2. Whether he knew who were his trusted advisers are to rely on and whom he should
avoid.

3. Whether he always knew what was the most important thing to do.

He wanted to know the answer so that he can be more famous and good to his people.
So he proclaimed to his kingdom that whoever answers these 3 questions satisfactorily will
get a great reward.

Learned men and women came to his kingdom and answered the questions differently.
Some of them said he should up a calendar of days, months and years and note in advance
what to do and when. Some said he should not waste his time on idle talks, do unnecessary
things and do charitable work. Some of them opined that it is impossible to obtain answers
to these questions in advance. His ministers advised him that he should rely on them, any
time and for all things.

He was not satisfied. His main minister advised him that he should consult a famous
hermit who lived in the forest adjoining his kingdom. So the king, one day set out to meet
the hermit. He put on simple clothes, took his only bodyguard and travelled to the edge of
his kingdom. Before approaching the hermit, he left his horse and bodyguard behind and
walked alone to the hut of the hermit.

When the king approached the hermit he was digging the ground in front of his hut. Seing
the king, he greeted him and went on digging. The hermit was frail and weak, and each
time, he struck his spade into the ground, and turned a little earth, he breathed heavily. The
king went upto him and said “O holy man, | have come here to ask you three questions.
First, how do | know to do the right thing at the right time, second who are the people | can
trust in times of need and third, what jobs are the most important that need my attention.”

The hermit listened to the king, but did not answer and continued digging. After some time,
the king said to him, “you must be tired, O holy man, let me help you in digging”. He took
the spade from the hermit and started digging. After some digging the king repeated his
questions. The hermit said, “you must be tired. Now rest a while and let me work.”
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The king took rest and sat on the ground. He again repeated the questions and said to
the hermit, “Look, O Holy man, | came here to seek the answers. If you do not have any, |
shall go.”

“Here comes somebody, running. Let us see who it is” said the hermit, at that time, some
man came to them running. He was holding his stomach and blood was pouring out of his
stomach. He came running to them and fainted and fell to the ground. The king saw the
wound and felt pity on that man. He cleaned the wound and with a clean cloth, dressed the
wound. After repeated dressing, the blood stopped. The king carried the man inside the hut
of the hermit and rested him on a bed. The man was fast asleep with exhaustion. The king
also was tired by now and slept on the ground, throughout the night.

Both of them got up in the morning and went out to meet the hermit. The hermit was sitting
on a stool. The stranger fell to the feet of the king and said “O, King forgive me, since | have
committed a great crime” for that the king said, “I do not know you, then how can | forgive
you?”

The man replied, “you do not know me, but | know you. You killed my brother and took
his property. So, | had resolved to kill you and followed you from your palace. | saw you
abanding your bodyguards and was waiting to meet when you come back from the hermit’s
hut. Until evening | waited but you did not come back. Then | came out of my ambush. Your
bodyguards saw me and wounded me. | came running to escape from your men. | must
have fainted, you saved my life. So, now forgive me and let me go”

The king felt pity on him and promised that he will give back all his property and give
compensation for the life of his brother. He promised again that once he reached his palace,
he will send his personal physician to attend to him.

Then the king said to the hermit, “Holy man, now that | rested here whole night, and | did
not get any answer to my 3 questions, | take your leave and go back to my palace.”

For that the hermit said, “O king, all your 3 questions have been answered by now”. The
king was astonished and asked him how, “Don’t you see that yesterday, if you did not take
pity on me and took my spade and helped me, but would go back in the evening, your
enemy would have attacked you and killed you. So, the most important time was when you
were digging and | was the important man, and to do me good was your most important
business. Afterwards, when that man came to us, he was the most important man and what
you did to him was the most important business. Remember then, the most important time
is NOW. That is the time when you have all the power to do good. The most necessary
person is the one with you, that wounded man. The most important task at any time is to do
Good to others, because that man was sent to you by God so that you will do good to him.

The king was satisfied and happily returned to his palace.

Don’t you think that was a “Good Samaritan story” repeated?

- Jossy D’Souza, St Joseph | ward
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Endurable Hardships

“God is faithful and he will never let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the suf-
fering he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it” 1 Corinthians
10:12-14

Hardships, difficulties and sufferings are a part of our life. How many times have we cried
in pain? How many times have we questioned God? How many times have we felt that the
burden laid on our shoulders is too much is to handle? But god says in the above verses, he
wont test us to the extent we can’t endure or bear. The burden won’t be as much to put us
down. Each trial and suffering has a hidden purpose a) to change us or b) to bring us closer
to god or c) to glorify god’s name through our life. So take heart and have faith because Je-
sus, as he himself says, has overcome the world (John 16:33). No suffering will last forever
and our gracious god will provide a way out of all the undergoing hardships promising good
times.

- Joyleen R. D’Souza, Gabriel Ward Il
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EXPERT EYECARE, LTEST EYEWEAR
VISION OPTICS

EYE & CONTACT LENS CLINIC
Dr. Nelly Nazareth

MB.B.S., D.O.M.S., D.N.B.(OPHTHAL)
Eye Surgeon

Shalimar Complex, Near Ganesh Medicals, Eye Test Timings:
Kankanady, Mangaluru — 2. 1.45 pm to 2.45 pm & 5.45 pmto 7.30 pm
Ph: 0824 2433431, 80509 80295 By appointment only
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Gratian Mendonca
Gratian.mendonce@gmail.com
Mobile : 9535332709

e

All India Taxi Service

Mangalore Junction, Mangalore - 575 002

SAMBRAM'S
LIME LIGHT CREATION

Let us create memorable moments
for Special Occasion

BIR, BIE BOPR® ROOF BN, NOTFE T
Mob : 9844333474, 9741162095,

Lancy Lobo Phone : 0824-2231978
Proprietor Mobile : 98450 89092
New

P.L. CATERERS & ARRANGERS
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS &

"Shanthi Nivas', Baithutli, Kulshekar, Mangalore - 5.
oCatering eChairs eShamiyana e Sheets e Flowers eMusic oM.C.
oPhoto & Video eBackdrop eCar with decoration etc.

CONTACT US FOR MATRIMONIAL MATCHES.

9844238098, 9844055077
Loyed Fernandes
Mob : 9535540348

AN
1SO 9001 : 2000
COMPANY
Church Ward 1

SUPREME SOLAR

Suganthi Nilaya, Behind Kairali Hotel, Attavara, Mangalore

* Solar * Solar Lights * Inverters
* Water Purify & Service

S.A. DENTAL CLINIC

Dr. Ajitha Furtado Lobo, B.D.S.
Solomon Complex, Guddethota
Opp. Amar Alva Bus Stop
Nagori, Mangalore - 2.

Tel.: 2435487
Mobile : 9448177938
(Time : 8.00 a.m. to 10.30 p.m.)

Vincent Padil Mob : 9880365454

Res : 0824- 2275167

Specialist in : Civil Contract, Electrical, Plumbing, Tiles Fitttings,
Alluminium Works

We also undertake :
Interlock Paving, Rings for well

Water Divining work etc.
Mob : 7090537207

MAX GENERAL SERVICES

Red Bldg. Mangalore - 575 002.

We Undertake :

Painting & Maintenance work of Buildings,
Houses etc. All types of civil works like
constructions, Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing,
Welding, Fabrication, A.C. Services. Etc.

Cyril D'Souza
Prop.

Mob: 9845206352
9945952660

& Wl
DELITE |

CATERERS JA |
AR

:
V-

CATERING + CHAIRS * SHAMIYANA

: . 9880406595 /
MAXIMD’'SOUZA  ©a: goacoss0se

Delite Compound, Niddel, Padil,

Mangalore-575007. Ph: 0824-2216552
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HARISH

MGITAL PHOTC STUIDC & VIDED

Shetty Componnd, Garedi, Nagori, Mangalero
Call: YH45T dTHAA, (HI4-4253705

Hubart Lasracds - S3E08R0501
Ph- 9891 119721, S302859948

/) FLOWERS FOR
VARIOUS OCCASIONS

o 11, 2o Amef Boucf Blend,
Bamaciy 2 AgenF, donrdy, eoman 5750
& Eafls L':l.i" & Tremstle :l:tE.E ety
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Alexander Chicken Centre
Magori, Mangalore - 575002

99

Prop: Pius D'Souza
Tel: 0824-2434646 Mob: 99011839673

B
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Meem nten

Professionals i Wedding Cavds

Caplitanio School Road,
Pumpwell, Mangalone
Call ; 0824-4285497 /9945959548
e-maill : meeraprinters@yahoo.com
wabisile | mesraprners.com
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Santhosh Sequeira Ph: 2437328

SANTHOSH Arrangers

Kankanady
“yesu Krpalaya' Mear Costa Hoted, Kankanady, Mangalare-2

Hail Bary Complar, Guddsshots, Kankcarody PO Kagor, ngmn 4

P.L CATERERS

Sanls weiFor, woddas emdr camer
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REFRIGERATION SERVICES

Contact us for Repairs of Refrigerators,
Air Conditioners, Refrigerator Spray Paints

Roshan Sequeira

Mioh: 95457 B5250
Rashan Villa, Guddethota, Angelors, Mangalors-2 Ph: 2436059 (O}

Marble & Granites Engraving
Mobile Hearse Coffins & Monument works
ot
foeb Sudod
(== Tibo mootdn d"ﬂi]

Sactls oo, wetdans e oda, Ehestor=1
ScEmahe ﬁ:li,:m-ﬁ b il ] ﬂi%ﬂ. ﬁﬂmf
ui’g IomEr 3,

Ph: 2439327 (R) 2431037 () Mob: 984533 1112

DENNUS’ ARRANGERS

ARRANGEMENT FOR ALL OCCASIONS
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If not delivered please return to:
The Parish Priest, Church of Guardian Angel,
Angelore (Nagori), Kankanady Post,
Mangalore-2 Phone: 0824-2435496
Email.angeloreparish112@gmail.com
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