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A CASE OF TAPEWORM INFECTION
(Diphyllobothrium nihonkaiense)

Saiseikai Nakatsu Hospital, Osaka

The incidence of Diphyllobothrium nihonkaiense infection in children has reportedly increased over re-
cent years. Previously, infection generally occurred in adult men consuming masu salmon and was lim-
1ited to specific areas, such as Hokkaido, Tohoku, and Hokuriku. However, these regional differences in
the distribution of infection have faded with progress in transportation technology and the increase in
fish transportation volumes, and raw salmon and trout have become widely available at a low cost. As
a result, children have also had greater opportunities to eat raw salmon and trout and Diphyllobothrium
nihonkaiense infection rates have increased.

An 8-year-old boy presented to hospital following the appearance of a string-like object from his anus.
The boy's mother also reported the occurrence of a similar event at almost the same time. Tapeworm 1n-
fection was suspected and, genetic analysis of the string-like object, Diphyllobothrium nihonkaiense infec-

tion was diagnosed. The boy was hospitalized and successfully treated with praziquantel.
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