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THE REPORT OF THE EXPEDITION ON THE ANNAPURNA II

First of all, I, as the leader of the expedition, representing all the party members,

wish to express our heart-felt gratitude for the assistance and cooperation extended

to our expedition party by both the Nepal Government authorities and dear friends

of Nepal concerned.

The below is our brief report on the Nepal-Himaraya expedition.

1. The name of the expedition:

2. The purpose of the expedition:

3. The period of the expedition:

4. Constitution of members:

Dr. M. Nishigori

Leader of the expedition

THE NEPAL-HIMARAYA EXPEDITION OF

SHINSHU UNIVERSITY, 1971.

a) To climb the Mt. Annapurna II  (7,937m

high) located at the middle of Nepal
and the scientific research on the whole
neighborhood of the district.

From the 7th of February to the 30th of

November, 1971.

Theleader . . . M. Nishigori

The party members. . ... 10 persons
Sherpa............... 15 persons
Liaison Officer ......... 1 person
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I.  From Pokhara to the first camp (base camp)

The Annapurna II, which had been our long-time targetted mountain, was
standing up high into the blue sky in front of us at Poi<hara.

On March 14, the advance group started from Pokhara for the purpose
of finding out a good place for our base camp and exploring the north side
of the Annapurna IL

Before the start of the advance group, we had planned to take a route
on the north ridge of the mountain, but so poor information on the route had
made us to hesitate to put a final decision. The advance group gave us one
conclusion on this matter.

After their investigation on March 22 and 25, they reported us it was a
big tough job to go through the route on both the northeast ridge and the central
ridge. Then we decided to take a route on a big ice fall area spread out between
the central ridge and the Annapurna IV

The main party left Pokhara on March 16 and arrived at Salatan Kohla,
the base camping point, on March 26. The altitude of the camping site was
approx. 3,500m above the sea level, and had a beautiful scenery of the ice fall

area in the front.

Il. Construction of the first advance camp (C1), the second (C2) and the
third (C3)

On March 28, we began to attack the summit of the Annapurna II. We
took the route lied along the left riverside of Salatan Valley.

We set up C1 on March 30 at 4,500m altitude, and C2 on April 3 at 5,200m.

It was a nice climbing. Everything was going well until the completion
of C2. The transportation was made smoothly. Almost all the members were
in good conditions.

We, however in such an unexperienced high altitude, were inevitable from
being short of breath and found a few members having symptoms of mountain

sickness.
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l1l. Construction of a provisional camp for C3 and change of a route

We started to try to across the ice fall area on the route nearest to the
col of the main ridge, but found it unexpectedly difficult to be broken through.
We had lots of difficulties in pushing our way thfough the knee deep snow
with terrible short breath in thin air at more than 5,000m altitude. In addition
to this, a good tent-site for C3 could not be found. All the time we had to pay
a strict attention to big ice blocks falling down to us and avalanches. Then
we were forced to stop acrossing the area and set about constructing a provisional
camp until the site for C3 be found.

In the evening of April 9, when the completion of the provisional camp
was near, there happened a tremendous big avalanche which competely covered
the ice fall area. Fortunately our camp was not so damaged, but it was easy for
us to guess another big avalanche might happen in our future. We had to keep
ourselves from danger and gave up the route. The place of C2 was accordingly
changed to another site and a route was newly decided on the ridge near the

Annapurna IV.
IV. Lack of fuel and return to the base camp

The new route was united with “Tilman Route’ at the foot of the Annapurna
IV. The most difficult points were lied between 5,500m and 6,500m altitude.

On April 15, we planned to construct camps as followings;

C3 at the point of 6,200m altitude to be reached by straight scaling of
a snow cliff.

C4 at 6,800m by climbing a knife shaped ridge.

C5 at 7,300m near by the lowest col of the main ridge.
But unfortunately we were prevented from advancing by heavy snow fallings
of days and nights which continued for 10 days from April 15, the very day we
just made this paln.

In the meantime, we found that LP gas had been unexpectedly consumed

by that time. It might be impossible to conquer our targetted mountain if
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so big a consumption would continue. At the beginning, the consumption of
LP gas was aimed to be less than 100g per one person a day, but actually, it
was going more than 150g. It was one of the reasons of the big consumption
that sherpas made free use of LP gas in cooking for their convenience. We had
to take a strict care of using it. On reflection, the oil burner should have carried
with us especially for key-pointed camp like C2.

On April 21, we, all the members in C2 returned to the base camp in order
to be free from the bad weather conditions and also for the purpose of saving

LP gas. We had to reexamine our plan.
V. Construction of the third, forth and fifth camp (C3, 4, 5)

On April 25, just fine day, we began to climb again towards the summit
of the Annapurna II. In the course of the day, we set up C2, and on April 28
we succeeded in constructing C3 which had been long-awaited. Owing to
continued fine days, we were set up C4 on May 1, but it’s altitude was approx.
6,600m much lower than the scheduled height. As a result, this made the final
attacking camp C5 put far from the summit.

The altitude of C5 was 7,300m on the main ridge. This was our best
ability at that time, and if compared with that of two parties who had been
successful in the past, was not at all inférior to them. But the horizontal distance
more than 3,000m to the summit was surely heavy to us. Bringing our minds
back to that time, this long distance may have caused the death of our Mr. M. Sato,

one of our members.
VI. Attack of the summit and the death of one of our members

Mr. Masatoshi Sato, one of party members, and Mr. Gilmi Dorje, a sidar,
were selected as final attackers to the summit. Both of the two members were
strong and very skilled climbers. We were sure of their success, and believed
the summit would be soon conquered.

On May 4, they started from C5 at 6.00 A.M. and arrived at the point of
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7,800m altitude at 3.00 P.M. upon the scheduled route on the main ridge. A
tragedy was begun at that time.

We received their call by transceiver that they were forced to retire to CS5
due to their extreme exhaustion and the sudden changed bad weather condition.
Especially Mr. Sato had been so heavily exhausted, he was almost impossible
to walk along but to slip down. Shortly after, a sidar limped into C5 alone.
Brokenly he told us that he left Mr. Sato at the point 200m near C5 hastened
to the fixed pickel in order to avoid his slip down the cliff.

Immediately at 10.00 P.M., the two members stayed in C5 went to rescue
of him. One was our party member and another sherpa. But when they arrived
at the spot at 11.00 P.M., Mr. Sato had been already disappeared there. From
traces of his slip down left there, they could only guess he had fallen out down
into the valley at south side of the Annapurna II. They tried many times to
find out him but in vain. The diffrence of the altitude between the point and

the valley was more than 2,000m. With great sorrow, they returned to CS.
VII. Withdrawal of the advance camps and return to the base camp

The unexpected death of our Mr. Sato gave us a big shock. We had to
give up to attack the summit, and began to withdraw the advance camps on
May 5. We, all the members returned to the base camp. Under an obligation
to report this accident to our country, we, then, required to come back to
Pokhara as soon as possible. We left the base camp on May 13 and got back
at Pokhara on May 21.

VIIl. Reconsideration of the accident

With all the things reconsidered, we have got to the conclusion that the
accident was caused by the following reasons. _ _
a) The bad weather condition and an unexpected consufnptioﬁ of LP
gas made all the things out of schedule. :

b) We failed in adapting ourselves to the high altitude at the point of
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c)

d)

€)

(I

C3 and heigher.
The point of C4 was so much lower that C5 was accordingly located
far from the summit.

We should have given instructions to the attacking members to stop

their climb much earlier before their exhaustion.

Fully effective use of transceiver was not made.
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